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Andrea Grody’s senior thesis, an original musical about families dealing with Asperger’s 
syndrome, satisfi es the requirements for her major in the Department of Music and her 
certifi cate in the Program in Theater. The production, titled “Strange Faces,” will be 
performed on campus in April.

JE n n i f E r Gr E E nst E i n a lt m a n n

A s a girl dancing in her living 
room along to the cast record-
ing of the show “My Fair Lady,” 

Andrea Grody dreamed of the Broad-
way stage. Now, as a Princeton senior, 
Grody has written her own musical — 
on Asperger’s syndrome — that will be 
performed this spring on campus.

Grody wrote the story and dialogue 
— known in musical theater as “the 
book” — along with the lyrics and 
music for “Strange Faces” to satisfy the 
thesis requirements for both her major 
in the Department of Music and her 
certifi cate in the Program in Theater. 
She grew interested in Asperger’s, 
a condition related to autism that is 
characterized by signifi cant diffi cul-
ties with social interactions, through 
knowing someone who was diagnosed 
with the disorder.

“It’s an extremely ambitious project,” 
said Stacy Wolf, an associate professor 
of theater in the Lewis Center for the 
Arts who has worked with Grody on 
the musical. “Princeton’s Program in 
Theater is unique in our commitment 
to supporting the creation, produc-
tion and performance of original, 
student-written and student-directed 
work. This kind of opportunity is typi-
cally one that doesn’t happen until a 
student is in graduate school or in the 
professional musical theater world — 
if then. Students here can truly expand 

Telling the story of 
Asperger’s — with music

P rinceton will reinstate an early 
admission program, beginning 
next year with the class that will 

enter Princeton in September 2012. 
The single-choice early action program 
will require applicants to apply early 
only to Princeton, but will not require 
them to decide whether to accept 
Princeton’s offer until the end of the 
regular admission process.

“We have carefully reviewed our sin-
gle admission program every year, and 
we have been very pleased with how it 
has worked,” President Tilghman said. 
“But in eliminating our early program 
four years ago, we hoped other colleges 
and universities would do the same 
and they haven’t. One consequence is 
that some students who really want to 
make their college decision as early as 
possible in their senior year apply to 
other schools early, even if their fi rst 
choice is Princeton. 

“By reinstating an early program, 
we hope we can achieve two goals: pro-
vide opportunities for early application 
for students who know that Princeton 
is their fi rst choice, while at the same 

Princeton to reinstate early admission program next year
time sustaining and even enhancing 
the progress we have made in recent 
years in diversifying our applicant pool 
and admitting the strongest possible 
class,” she added. 

In 2006, Princeton announced its 
intention to adopt a single admission 
program, shortly after Harvard Univer-
sity announced its intention to eliminate 
its early action program. At the time, 
both universities expressed the hope 
that other universities would follow 
suit. Only the University of Virginia 
did so, and it reversed that decision last 
year. On Feb. 24, the day of Princeton’s 
announcement, Harvard also returned 
to an early admission program. 

Princeton had some form of early 
admission program for almost 30 years 
before it eliminated its early program 
with the class that entered in Septem-
ber 2008. From 1977 to 1995 it had 
an “early action” program in which 
students admitted early did not have to 
commit to attending Princeton, and in 
1996 it switched to an “early decision” 
program in which students admit-
ted early had to commit to accepting 

Princeton’s offer of admission. Since 
the elimination of the University’s 
early admission program, the num-
ber of applications to Princeton has 
increased from just under 19,000 to 
just over 27,000 this year; the num-
ber of high schools represented in 
the applicant pool has increased from 
6,881 to 8,658; and the number of 
applicants from lower-income and 
minority backgrounds has increased 
signifi cantly. 

“One of our foremost goals in 
eliminating an early program was to 
encourage excellent students from 
a broad array of backgrounds and 
geographical areas to consider Prince-
ton, and to assure them that their 
applications would be reviewed with 
the same care and attention as every 
other applicant,” Dean of Admission 
Janet Lavin Rapelye said. “Our single 
admission program helped us to make 
progress toward those goals, to which 
we remain fully committed. We are 
confi dent we can achieve them while 
also allowing students who are ready 
to apply early to do so.” 

Since one of the purposes of Prince-
ton’s early admission program will 
be to identify applicants for whom 
Princeton is their fi rst choice, students 
who apply early will be required to 
affi rm that their only early application 
is to Princeton. Because Princeton’s 
program will be “early action” rather 
than “early decision,” students who 
are admitted early will be permitted 
to apply to other schools through their 
regular admission processes and to 
defer decisions about where to enroll 
until they know all their options. This 
process also allows students who wish 
to compare fi nancial aid awards to do 
so before making fi nal decisions. 

The 1,313 Princeton students in this 
year’s freshman class of 2014 were 
selected from a record 26,247 appli-
cants. Overall, last year Princeton 
admitted 8.8 percent of its applicants 
— the lowest percentage ever. Almost 
59 percent of the class is receiving 
fi nancial aid, which under Princeton’s 
groundbreaking policy requires no 

the senior thesis:
Quintessentially Princeton

as artists in every aspect of theater-
making.” 

For Grody, who also is directing 
“Strange Faces,” her four years at 
Princeton prepared her to pursue 
such a challenging undertaking. She 
directed her fi rst show at the Uni-
versity her freshman year, a musical 
review performed by the student-run 
Princeton University Players, for 
which she later served as president. 
Getting that opportunity is one reason 
Grody, who is from West Hartford, 
Conn., is glad she chose to come to 
Princeton to study music, rather than 
attend a conservatory.

“At most conservatories freshmen 
don’t get to even be in shows, much 
less direct,” she said. At Princeton, she 
has music directed or conducted about 
a dozen shows, served as an actor and 
stage manager, and written for Prince-
ton’s oldest musical-comedy troupe, 
the Triangle Club.

“She knocked each and every one of 
these opportunities out of the park,” 
said Tim Vasen, a lecturer and acting 
director of the Program in Theater, 
who advised Grody on her thesis. “So 
when she came to us with the idea 
of writing the book and score and 
directing a musical about Asperger’s 
syndrome, we didn’t blink, largely 
because she has shown, over and over, 
that she has the talent, technique and 
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Name: Susan Giranda

Position: Secretary at Butler College. 
Supporting Butler’s dean, master, 
director of student life, director of 
studies and administrator in the 
day-to-day operations of the college. 
Keeping students informed of the resi-
dential college’s events and deadlines 
by maintaining the college website and 
digital signage, and producing news-
letters, calendars and advertising.

Quote: “There is an unbelievable 
energy that comes with working in 
a residential college. The students 
bring incredible life to the office. That, 
coupled with being a member of a top-
notch Butler team, makes it exciting 
and rewarding to come to work every 
day. I spent most of my career in the 
pharmaceutical sales and marketing 
industry, so it’s refreshing to work 
in an environment where everyone is 
working together toward one goal: the 
success and well-being of the students 
at Butler College.”

Other interests: Riding, training and 
caring for horses. Participating in 
other outdoor sports and activities. 
Spending time with her husband John 
and daughters Leigha and Calie on 
their Hillsborough, N.J., farm. Draw-
ing and painting.

B roadmead Swim Club, a private 
swimming pool located near 

campus at 184 Broadmead St., is 
accepting applications for membership 
this summer. The club is open to all, 
but offers special rates for University 
faculty, staff, graduate students and 
their families.

Broadmead club accepting applications

Faculty obituaries

Toshiko Takaezu, a renowned ceramist 
who helped shape Princeton’s Program 
in Visual Arts over her 25 years on the 
faculty and who created the bronze 
Remembrance Bell in the University’s 
Memorial Garden, died March 9 of 
natural causes in a convalescent center 
in Honolulu. She was 88. 

“During her career, Toshiko Taka-
ezu performed three different kinds of 
transformations: She transformed the 
lives of individual students, she trans-
formed the Program in Visual Arts 
and she transformed the campus,” said 
Carol Rigolot, executive director of the 
Council of the Humanities at Princeton.

Admission
Continued from page 1

with a total of 490 students from 
American minority groups, represent-
ing 37.3 percent of the class, and 141 
international students from 47 coun-
tries, constituting 10.7 percent of the 
class. Along with the two previous 
classes, this year’s freshman class is 
the third in Princeton’s history to be 
evenly balanced in terms of gender.   

The decision to reinstate Princeton’s 
early admission program was made by 
Tilghman, Rapelye and Dean of the 
College Nancy Weiss Malkiel. The 
decision was discussed at length with 
the Executive Committee of the Board 
of Trustees, which expressed strong 
support for the decision. 

The club, which is open from Memo-
rial Day to Labor Day, offers swim 
lessons and early morning lap swim 
three times a week during mid-summer. 
More information, including the mem-
bership application, may be obtained 
at <www.broadmeadswimclub.com> 
or by contacting Ayshe Ergin at (609) 
759-0272. 

loans, and the average grant is $35,157. 
Nearly 16 percent of the class comes 
from low-income backgrounds, and 
nearly 11 percent are the first in their 
families to attend college. 

The class of 2014 includes the larg-
est number of students from minority 
backgrounds in Princeton’s history, 

T he Board of Trustees has approved 
the appointments of two new 
assistant professors.

Kirill Evdokimov has been appointed 
an assistant professor of economics  
for a three-year term, effective  
July 1, 2011. A specialist in econo-
metrics, he currently is a postdoctoral 

Two new faculty members appointed
fellow at Princeton. He holds bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees from the 
Moscow Institute of Physics and 
Technology, a master’s degree from the 
New Economic School in Moscow and 
a Ph.D. from Yale University.

Robert Pringle has been appointed 
an assistant professor of ecology and 

evolutionary biology for a three-year 
term, effective July 1, 2012. Cur-
rently a junior fellow in Harvard 
University’s Society of Fellows, Prin-
gle holds a bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Pennsylvania, two 
master’s degrees from the University 
of Oxford and a Ph.D. from Stanford 
University. 

Takaezu taught at Princeton from 
1967 until her retirement in 1992. She 
returned in 2004 as a Belknap Visi-
tor in the Humanities. According to 
Rigolot, Takaezu was a “national trea-
sure” who “contributed her genius, her 
energy, her example and her pedagogi-
cal skills to the University, to all who 
knew her, and to many who never met 
her in person but were able to admire 
her works in public places.”

Takaezu was honored by the Uni-
versity with a Howard T. Behrman 
Award for Distinguished Achievement 
in the Humanities in 1992 and an 
honorary doctorate of fine arts in 1996. 

Three of her pots, in her inimitable 
blue glaze, are permanently exhibited 
in the main corridor of the Lewis Cen-
ter for the Arts at 185 Nassau St.

Sculptor James Seawright, who 
directed the visual arts program 
while Takaezu was at the University, 
noted in his introduction of her at the 
Behrman award celebration that she 
“opened the rest of her world and life 
to the students.” He said that most of 
her students “remember her as one of 
the greatest influences of their lives.”

blogs.princeton.edu/memorial
Online: Full obituary

www.princeton.edu/main/news
Online: Full stories

Two former university presidents 
offer lessons on leadership in  
new books that are based upon 

their experiences heading prominent 
institutions. 

William G. Bowen draws upon his 
40 years as provost and president 
of Princeton and as president of the 

Andrew W. Mel-
lon Foundation in 
“Lessons Learned: 
Reflections of a 
University President” 
(Princeton University 
Press, 2011).

Bowen wrote “Les-
sons Learned” at the 
behest of colleagues 
and friends who 

presumed he must have some valu-
able thoughts on the topic of leading 

Bowen, Keohane offer lessons on leadership
a university after serving as president 
of Princeton from 1972 to 1988 and 
as president of the Mellon Foundation 
(where he worked with presidents and 
provosts of top institutions) from 1988 
to 2006. 

Nannerl Keohane, a former president 
of Duke University 
and Wellesley College 
who is now a visiting 
professor at Princeton, 
reflects on her experi-
ences in her book, 
“Thinking about 
Leadership” (Prince-
ton University Press, 
2010).

Asked to describe 
her inspiration for the book, Keohane 
said, “I had been thinking about 
writing such a book since becom-

Bowen Keohane

ing president of my alma mater, 
Wellesley College, in 1981. One of 
my motivations for taking that job 
was scholarly and personal curiosity. 
Most political theorists (and political 
scientists in general) study leaders 
and power-holders from the ‘outside,’ 
looking at them from the perspec-
tive of citizens or subjects. I wanted 
to learn what being a leader of a 
major institution feels like ‘from the 
inside.’ And after I stopped being a 
president, I wanted to bring together 
my training and vocation as a politi-
cal theorist with my experience as a 
leader in higher education to write 
a book that would illuminate both 
theory and practice.” 
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More news on the Web
Visit the News at Princeton Web page at <www.princeton.edu/main/news> 
for other recent stories, including the following:

• A gift from Anthony A. Yoseloff, a member of Princeton’s class of 1996, and his 
wife, Nanar, will name a dormitory in Butler College. Yoseloff Hall is the fourth 
named dormitory in Butler College, whose redesign was the culminating effort in 
the University’s launch of its four-year residential college system. 

• Princeton seniors Hanna Katz, Karen Campion, Clare Herceg and John Torrey 
have been awarded 2011 fellowships from ReachOut 56-81, an alumni-funded 
effort to support yearlong public service projects after graduation. 

• Princeton’s men’s and women’s basketball teams qualified for the NCAA tourna-
ment — the first time both teams made it to “March Madness” in the same 
season. The unprecedented success captured the attention of Princeton fans 
near and far. 

• Using mathematical concepts, Princeton researchers have developed a method 
of discovering new drugs for a range of diseases by calculating which physical 
properties of biological molecules may predict their effectiveness as medicines. 
Princeton chemical and biological engineering professor Christodoulos Floudas 
led the research team.
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www.princeton.edu/main/news
Online: Full stories

People

Kitta MacPherson, an award-winning 
science writer, has been named 
director of communications for the 
U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) 

Princeton Plasma 
Physics Laboratory 
(PPPL).

MacPherson joined 
PPPL after three 
years with Princeton 
University’s Office 
of Communications, 
where she served in 
the positions of senior 
writer and science writer/coordinator. 
Her new appointment was effective 
Feb. 1.

“We are delighted that Kitta is 
joining us so we can continue to tell 
the exciting story of fusion energy and 
plasma science,” said PPPL Director 
Stewart Prager. “Communication of 
our research is a crucial component of 
our laboratory activity, and we wel-
come her expertise.”

MacPherson

Scientists at PPPL are collaborating 
with researchers across the globe to 
harness fusion energy, a clean, poten-
tially limitless energy source based on 
the same reaction that powers the sun. 
The lab is managed by the University 
for the DOE Office of Science.

MacPherson is responsible for 
directing media relations at the lab 
and overseeing external and internal 
communications, for which she will 
collaborate with University offices as 
well as groups in the energy policy 
community and the local community. 
She serves as the lead media contact 
and spokesperson for the lab. She will 
write stories and edit other materials 
produced by the lab’s Office of Com-
munications, and will lead an effort to 
develop new content employing video, 
social media and other communications 
tools to tell the story of fusion energy.

“The long time scale in making 
fusion energy a commercially avail-
able source only emphasizes the need 

for a good, balanced communica-
tions effort,” MacPherson said. “I 
am so excited to be part of this effort 
to convey the importance of this 
research.”

With the University’s Office of Com-
munications, MacPherson won gold 
and silver medals from the Council for 
the Advancement and Support of Edu-
cation for her news releases on subjects 
including astronomical sciences, 
chemistry, physics, mathematics, 
molecular biology, music theory and 
public health.

During an award-winning career 
in daily newspaper journalism, most 
of it at The Star-Ledger of Newark, 
MacPherson reported on numerous 
breakthroughs in science, including 
PPPL’s Tokamak Fusion Test Reactor 
experiment that attained record levels 
of fusion power.

She succeeds Anthony DeMeo, who 
retired in June as PPPL’s head of 
information services after 34 years.Employee obituaries

Employee retirements

Effective Feb. 1: in art and archaeol-
ogy, associate professional specialist 
Lois Drewer, after 23 years; in Hellenic 
studies, office coordinator Antoinette 
Hackett, after 17 years; in the Office 
of the Vice President for Campus 
Life, administrative assistant Charlene 
Hoffner, after 19 years; in information 
technology, senior programmer Robert 
Lawler, after 12 years; in the Office 
of the Vice President and Secretary, 

receptionist and office support staff 
member Randall Setlock, after 18 years.

Effective March 1: in molecular biol-
ogy, departmental office support staff 
member Patricia Fox, after 13 years; in the 
plasma physics lab, principal engineer 
Long-Poe Ku, after 33 years; in Career 
Services, assistant to the director Linda 
Richmond, after 20 years; in mechanical 
and aerospace engineering, senior tech-
nician Nicolas Tkach, after 23 years.

T he Board of Trustees has approved 
the promotions of two faculty 
members to the rank of full profes-

sor. They are:
• Adam Finkelstein, computer science, 

effective July 1, 2011.
• Emmanuel Kreike, history, effective 

July 1, 2010. 

Board approves  
two promotions

Current employees
January: Arthur Epstein, 61 (2000-

2011, molecular biology); Albert Fisher, 
56 (1999-2011, Building Services).

February: James McGuire, 49 (1983-
2011, plasma physics lab).

Retired employees
November: Henry Ploskon, 82 (1968-

1991, utility plant).

December: Lillian Patterson, 101 
(1951-1974, library); Joan Shane, 76 
(1988-2007, mathematics).

January: Vernon Foote Jr., 86 (1960-
1986, plasma physics lab); Margaret 
Johnson, 96 (1951-1985, registrar).

February: Marie Wallace, 80 (1979-
2000, development).

Princeton names top student award winners

President Tilghman (third from right) and Dean of the Graduate School William Russel (center, rear) gather with the University’s top student 
award winners during Alumni Day at Jadwin Gymnasium. From left are: Jacobus Fellowship winner Noam Lupu, Pyne Prize winners Alex Rosen 
and Amelia Thomson-DeVeaux, and Jacobus winners Giada Damen, Marcus Hultmark and Silviu Pufu. 

P rinceton seniors Alex Rosen and 
Amelia Thomson-DeVeaux have 
been selected to share the Univer-

sity’s 2011 Moses Taylor Pyne Honor 
Prize, the highest general distinction 
conferred on an undergraduate.

Graduate students Giada Damen, 
Marcus Hultmark, Noam Lupu and 

Silviu Pufu have been named as co-
winners of the Porter Ogden Jacobus 
Fellowship, Princeton’s top honor  
for graduate students. The fellowship 
supports the final year of study and  
is awarded to students whose work  
has exhibited the highest scholarly 
excellence.

The award winners were recognized 
during Alumni Day ceremonies Feb. 26.

Rosen, who is from Allentown, Pa., 
is majoring in economics and pursu-
ing a certificate in global health and 
health policy. He has served for four 
years as president of Princeton’s class 
of 2011 and is chair of the University’s 

Honor Committee, which investigates 
violations of the Honor Code for under-
graduates. After graduating, Rosen 
plans to attend medical school and 
become a physician.

Thomson-DeVeaux, who is from Char-
lottesville, Va., is a religion major and 
a candidate for certificates in gender 
and sexuality studies and Hellenic 
studies. Reflecting her academic and 
extracurricular passions at Princeton, 
after graduation she plans to embark 
upon further study of the intersection 
between religion and gender and to 
pursue work related to social justice.

Damen, a Ph.D. candidate in the 
Department of Art and Archaeology, 
earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in history of art from the University of 
Udine in her native Italy. 

Hultmark, a doctoral student in 
the Department of Mechanical and 
Aerospace Engineering, first came to 
Princeton as a visiting student from 
the Chalmers University of Technology 
in Sweden, where he earned a master’s 
degree in thermo and fluid dynamics.

Lupu, a Ph.D. candidate in the 
Department of Politics, earned a bach-
elor’s degree in political science and 
history from Columbia University and 
a master’s degree in social science from 
the University of Chicago.

Pufu, a doctoral student in the 
Department of Physics, earned a 
bachelor’s degree in physics with a 
certificate in applied and computa-
tional mathematics from Princeton in 
2007. 
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One of the key goals outlined in the “Princeton in the 
World” report was to enhance international experiences 
for undergraduates. Why does the University feel going 
abroad should be an integral part of students’ time at 
Princeton?  

The reasons are both practical and idealistic. First, 
we live in a global economy and being able to com-
municate with people from other cultures will help 
students in anything they do. Even if they never 
leave the United States, knowing another language 
and being familiar with other cultures are important 
skills that can help students after they graduate. We 
know employers are foremost looking for candidates 
with expertise in their particular 
field, but if that candidate also speaks 
another language and understands 
the cultural nuances necessary for 
working with clients or colleagues in 
another part of the world, he or she is 
in an even better position.

Second, Princeton is producing 
graduates who are likely to become 
leaders in their field, so we are in 
some ways obligated to make sure 
our students are open-minded and 
can appreciate alternative perspec-
tives and other cultures. The best 
thing we can do for a lot of our 
students is to push their boundaries 
and comfort zones. One way to do 
this is to have them go somewhere 
where they may not yet speak the 
language very well or even where 
they just need to remember to look 
the right way when crossing the 
street. The horizons that open dur-
ing an international experience can 
be quite amazing, and it is virtually 
impossible to replicate that in another 
environment.

About 47 percent of undergraduate 
students have an international experi-
ence, and we want to get that number 
up to 100 percent. Although many 
of our graduate students also study and conduct 
research abroad, we’d like to increase their opportu-
nities to spend significant periods of time studying 
and researching at partner institutions overseas.

How is the University working to enhance international 
opportunities for undergraduate and graduate students, 
and increase the number of students who are able to 
travel abroad in various ways?

A lot of our focus has been on getting rid of the 
barriers to international experiences, while at the 
same time creating more opportunities.

One institutional effort is to change students’ 
mindset that they cannot go abroad. When I speak 
with alumni, some say they were not encouraged 
to study abroad while they were students. Some 
felt they could not manage time abroad with their 
academic commitments and independent work, while 
others did not want to miss the great educational 
experiences at Princeton if they left for a semester. 
We are working to overcome these assumptions and 
show students there are many ways to have an inter-

Perspective on: internationalism at Princeton
Name: Diana Davies

Title: Vice provost for international initiatives

Administrative focus: Davies joined Princeton in 2008 to help carry out the goals outlined in the 
2007 report “Princeton in the World” that maps out an international vision for the University. 
She works with academic leaders and senior administrators to implement policies and programs 
that support international opportunities for Princeton students, faculty and staff. She serves as 
secretary to the Council for International Teaching and Research, and she also works to forge 
new links between Princeton and universities abroad.

Interview conducted by Emily Aronson

safety. Faculty and staff also are encouraged to use 
the database. We’ve been able to use this to great 
effect in a number of cases when there was a natu-
ral disaster or other emergency in another country. 
For example, we were able to use this recently to 
locate all of our undergraduates studying in Egypt 
when political unrest broke out unexpectedly in the 
country. This was critical to our efforts to get them 
assistance and make arrangements for them to leave 
the country as quickly as possible.

When universities talk about undergraduates gaining inter-
national experiences, many people think of studying abroad. 
How is the University promoting international opportunities 
outside of the traditional junior semester abroad?

Well, of course, there is the Bridge Year Program 
launched by the University in 2009 for incoming 
freshmen. Bridge Year allows a group of students to 
delay the start of their freshman year to participate in 
service projects at one of four international locations.

We also are concentrating on summer and other 
short-term opportunities, whether they are credit-
bearing study abroad programs, international 
internships or senior thesis research trips. Last 
year, 209 students studied abroad during the 
academic year, while 375 studied abroad during 

the summer. Nearly 200 had international 
summer internships administered by the 
Office of International Programs and hun-
dreds more conducted research abroad for 
their senior thesis or went abroad for other 
short-term opportunities. Because there 
are many students who do not want to 
leave during the academic year, a summer 
abroad is a value added to their Princeton 
experience. 

One great example is the Global Semi-
nars program organized by the Princeton 
Institute for International and Regional 
Studies. The program allows freshmen, 
sophomores and juniors to spend six weeks 
during the summer in a country at the 
heart of the seminars’ subject matter. For 
example, one of this summer’s groups is 
traveling to Galway for a course on per-
formance and theater in contemporary 
Ireland. The classes are led by Princeton 
faculty and instructors from the host 
university, so students get outside of the 
“orange bubble” while still maintaining 
that Princeton connection.

We also are looking at ways to encourage 
students to go abroad earlier in their aca-
demic careers. Most students do not declare 
their majors until the end of sophomore 
year, so having an international experience 
before then may be a wonderful way to open 

their eyes to different perspectives before they focus 
on curriculum requirements. 

Speaking of the Bridge Year Program, now that the 
first 20 students have begun their freshman year, how 
do you see their experiences affecting student life on 
campus?

Whenever I travel abroad, one thing I often hear 
is that Princeton should be proud of the way we 
approach international service, and the Bridge Year 
Program is the perfect illustration of that. I see the 
program as a jumping-off point for a number of inter-
national and service opportunities a student could 
have while at Princeton. 

You could imagine a future in which students go 
on a Bridge Year, do an international internship the 
summer of their freshman year, study abroad for a 
semester their junior year, write a senior thesis using 
another language and then participate in an affiliated 
program like Princeton in Africa after they graduate. 
We would be saying to the world, “We are not just 
a globally networked institution; we are a university 
that is interested in graduating students who are 
international service-oriented leaders.”

To promote this continuum of experience, we will 
have to look more closely at how to empower Bridge 
Year students once they are on campus. For instance, 
what do we do with Bridge Year students who were 
in Ghana and may now speak Twi? We will have to 
be creative about the ways we help students sharpen 
the intercultural and linguistic skills they gained 
while away. 

We also want to connect Bridge Year students 
with other students on campus who took their own 
gap year to keep the Bridge Year students’ spark for 
international service alive. These students also can 
serve as ambassadors, sharing their experiences and 
encouraging peers to think about going abroad.  

www.princeton.edu/main/news
Online: Full interview
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national experience that complements, not competes 
with, their life on campus.

The Office of International Programs has devel-
oped programs targeted to students in specific 
majors that traditionally have lower levels of par-
ticipation. We now have an exchange program with 
Università Bocconi in Milan for economics students 
and a program at the École Centrale Paris that 
was developed with the School of Engineering and 
Applied Science, to name a couple. The Graduate 
School also supports a number of exchange pro-
grams for graduate students in a wide variety of 
fields, such as programs at the University of Oxford, 

the Freie Universitaet Berlin and other top-notch 
European institutions.

We also are working to overcome practical impedi-
ments to students being able to have some kind of 
international experience. 

We are in the process of creating a central funding 
portal for undergraduates, which we hope to roll out 
next academic year. Students will be able to use the 
online database to see all of the offices and programs 
with funding available for their particular interna-
tional endeavor, whether that be credit-bearing study 
abroad, research opportunities, an international 
internship or an international service program. The 
portal also will allow the various offices to work 
together to help fund a student’s trip. This way, 
offices will be able to better coordinate resources so 
more students have an opportunity to go abroad. 

Another practical step has been the enhance-
ment of the University’s travel registration database. 
Undergraduate and graduate students can enter their 
information and itineraries before traveling abroad 
so we know where they are and can help ensure their 

By the numbers

As Princeton has taken steps to enhance interna-
tional experiences for undergraduates, the following 
is a snapshot of recent activities:

• Percentage of undergraduates who graduated in 
2010 with international experience (programs 
lasting four weeks or longer): 48 

• Number of undergraduates who participated in 
study abroad programs for a semester or a year in 
2009-10: 209 

• Number of academic departments represented 
among those students: 31 

• Number of countries to which undergraduates trav-
eled for summer study abroad programs in 2010: 27 

• Number of international undergraduate exchanges 
in 2009-10: 7

• Number of undergraduates who participated in 
international internships through Princeton pro-
grams in the summer of 2010: 245 (183 through 
the International Internship Program and the 
Princeton in France Program, 22 through the 
German Summer Work Program, and 40 through 
the Princeton Environmental Institute and Grand 
Challenges Program)

Source: Office of International Programs

The University’s Bridge Year Program allows a group of students to delay the start of their 
freshman year to participate in service projects at one of four international locations. Ryan 
Fauber (far left), who is currently participating in a Bridge Year in Ghana, enjoys some free 
time with local residents while in Accra.
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NASSAUnotes March 21-April 17

For broader listings of 
campus public events:

PUBLIC EVENTS CALENDAR 
<www.princeton.edu/events>
Information on tickets is available at 
the website below: 

UNIVERSITY TICKETING
<www.princeton.edu/utickets>
(609) 258-9220

CALENDARlinks

For listings by selected University sponsors:
Art Museum
<artmuseum.princeton.edu>
(609) 258-3788

Athletics
<www.goprincetontigers.com>
(609) 258-3568

Center for African American Studies
<www.princeton.edu/
africanamericanstudies/events>
(609) 258-4270

Council of the Humanities
<humanities.princeton.edu/calendar>
(609) 258-4717

Frist Campus Center
<www.princeton.edu/frist>
(609) 258-1766

Lewis Center for the Arts
<www.princeton.edu/arts/events/calendar>
(609) 258-1500

Library
<www.princeton.edu/~rbsc/exhibitions>
(609) 258-3181

McCarter Theatre
<www.mccarter.org>
(609) 258-2787

Music Department
<www.princeton.edu/music>
(609) 258-4241

Offi ce of Information Technology
<www.princeton.edu/academicservices/>
(609) 258-2949

Public Lecture Series 
<lectures.princeton.edu>

President’s Lecture Series
<www.princeton.edu/president/
presidents_lecture_series>
(609) 258-6100

Princeton Institute for International and 
Regional Studies
<www.princeton.edu/piirs/news-events/
events>
(609) 258-4851 

Princeton University Concerts
<www.princeton.edu/puconcerts>
(609) 258-2800

Richardson Auditorium 
<www.princeton.edu/richaud>
(609) 258-5000

School of Architecture
<soa.princeton.edu>
(609) 258-3741

School of Engineering and Applied Science
<www.princeton.edu/engineering/events>
(609) 258-4554

Woodrow Wilson School of Public and 
International Affairs
<wws.princeton.edu/events>
(609) 258-2943 

For additional events sponsored by 
specifi c departments, programs and 
offi ces:
University “A to Z” search page
<www.princeton.edu/main/tools/az>

For audience members needing 
assistance:
Offi ce of Disability Services
<www.princeton.edu/ods>
(609) 258-8840

To offer submissions for “Nassau notes,” 
use the online form: 
<www.princeton.edu/main/news/share/
submitevents> 

lecture: “The Faces of Power”
Anne-Marie Slaughter
4:30 p.m. March 21
Robertson Hall, Dodds Auditorium

lecture: “Why Zebras Don’t Get Ulcers: 
Stress, Disease and Coping”
Robert Sapolsky, Stanford University
7 p.m. March 22
McCosh Hall, Room 50

Student opera: “nero Artifex”
8 p.m. March 24-25
Alexander Hall, Richardson Auditorium

Conference: “imprisonment of a Race” 
10:30 a.m. to 6:15 p.m. March 25
McCosh Hall, Room 10

Conference: “in the Mix: Asian Popular 
Music” 
8:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. March 25-26
Robertson Hall, Rooms 1 and 16

Thesis production: “The House of Blue 
leaves”
8 p.m. March 25-26, March 31-April 2
Berlind Theatre

Panel: “A Roundtable on Deportations 
and national Security” 
3 p.m. March 28
Friend Center Convocation Room

Discussion: “Some lessons From the 
Financial Crisis”
Sheila Bair, U.S. Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation, and Alan Blinder
4:30 p.m. March 29
McCosh Hall, Room 50

Discussion: “A Conversation With Mark 
Morris and Simon Morrison”
5 p.m. March 30
McCosh Hall, Room 50

lecture: “Climate Change: A Scientist’s 
Perspective”
Ralph Cicerone, National Academy of 
Sciences
4:30 p.m. April 7
Guyot Hall, Room 10

Research showcase: “innovation 
Forum”
5:30 p.m. April 7
Friend Center, Rooms 101 and 113

UPcoming Princyclopedia will celebrate 
Greek mythology, adventure

“Politics of Snow II,” an exhibition of sweeping views of majestic glaciers and mountains 
by Philadelphia artist Diane Burko, will be on view Monday, April 4, through Thursday, 
May 19, in the Bernstein Gallery of Robertson Hall. Burko uses geological data to 
inform her work, and her paintings convey her visceral reaction to vanishing landscapes 
of melting ice and diminished glaciers. A panel discussion related to the exhibition will 
be held at 4:30 p.m. Thursday, April 21, in Robertson Hall, Room 16.

The African gallery on the Princeton 
University Art Museum’s lower level 
has been updated with several new 
acquisitions. The works on display in the 
gallery reveal the continent’s immense 
diversity of artistic production, including 
these two early 20th-century wooden 
masks (above). The collection features 
pieces from West, Central and South 
Africa, including objects of prestige and 
daily use, royal regalia, sculptures that 
mark rites of passage such as birth, 
initiation and death, and other works that 
represent interaction between humans 
and spiritual entities. 

artmuseum.princeton.edu/art/
collections/african/

Online: More information

Greek mythology, adventure

Percy Jackson and the Olympians, 
Book 1: The Lightning Thief,” Rick 
Riordan’s children’s tale of Greek 

mythology and adventure, is the theme of 
this year’s Princyclopedia, an interactive 
book convention hosted annually by the 
Cotsen Children’s Library. The all-ages 
event will take place from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, April 9, in Dillon Gymnasium.
Dana Sheridan (pictured), the library’s 

education and outreach coordinator, and 
the Cotsen staff will lead visitors through 
hands-on projects and demonstrations. 

Visitors can taste nectar and ambrosia, 
take a ride on a Minotaur, and par-
ticipate in other activities focused on 
mythology, magic, art and history.

No registration is required to attend 
Princyclopedia. For more information, visit 
<www.princeton.edu/princyclopedia>. 
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By developing a technique to simulate how ancient art was destroyed, Hijung (Valentina) 
Shin hopes her senior thesis project in computer science will benefit archaeologists who 
are working to reconstruct frescoes painted thousands of years ago.

Ch r i s E m E ry

Destroying ancient Greek art has 
become something of a specialty 
for Hijung (Valentina) Shin. 

For her senior thesis at Princeton, 
Shin, a computer science major from 
Yongin, South Korea, is working to 
perfect her method for shattering stone 
frescoes painted thousands of years 
ago — a technique designed to return 
the art to its former glory.

“I’m actually breaking things inside 
a computer,” she said. “If we can simu-
late how the art was destroyed, it will 
help us piece the shards back together 
again.”

The artworks in question were 
frescoes found on Thera, an Aegean 
island also known as Santorini that 
was devastated by a volcano around 
1650 B.C. The eruption destroyed the 
island’s Hellenic civilization, including 
the frescoes painted on town walls, 
burying the remnants for millennia. 

In recent decades, archaeologists 
have begun excavating the ancient 
ruins, but face the daunting task of 
sorting through the debris and recon-
structing the frescoes one shard at a 

Shattering ancient art  
to reconstruct the past

determination to pull something this 
ambitious off.”

The experience of creating and 
putting on the show is invaluable for 
the future, said Grody, who hopes 
to one day have a career as a music 
director on Broadway. “The fact that 
this is my thesis is one of the best 
opportunities I could have,” she said. 
“The faculty love letting people take 
chances on things that are risky for 
the sake of learning.”

In addition to classes in musical 
theater, opera and medieval music, 
Grody has taken several psychol-
ogy courses. Her scholarly work 
informed her approach to writing 
“Strange Faces,” as she based her 
method on the work of the Civilians, 
an acclaimed investigative theater 

the senior thesis:
Quintessentially Princeton

Inspired by learning experiences 
both in and out of the classroom 

— around campus and across the 
globe — all Princeton undergraduates 
tackle a monumental academic chal-
lenge by completing a senior thesis.

The thesis, considered the 
capstone of Princeton students’ 
academic journey, is an indepen-
dent work that requires seniors to 
pursue original research and schol-
arship under the guidance of faculty 
advisers.

Reflecting on his mechanical 
and aerospace engineering thesis 
for the publication “The Thesis: 
Quintessentially Princeton,” 2010 
graduate David Kwabi wrote: “The 
opportunity to delve into a subject 

that is open-ended by definition 
carries with it the chance to verify 
a hypothesis, but for me it also 
held the promise that, at the end 
of every week, I’d have something 
remarkable to think about.”

Current seniors are finding similar 
opportunities for engagement as 
they undertake inspiring intellectual 
pursuits. This issue of the Bulletin 
profiles four thesis projects that 
involve writing an original musical, 
reconstructing ancient art, testing 
the brain’s functioning in social situ-
ations and exploring the evolution of 
traditional Chinese medicine.

To read “The Thesis: Quintes-
sentially Princeton,” visit <www.
princeton.edu/pub/qp>. 

time. Shin’s project developed as part 
of an effort by Princeton computer 
scientists to aid these archaeologists in 
their work. 

In 2007 a group from Princeton trav-
eled to Akrotiri — a site on Thera that 
had flourished in the Late Bronze Age, 
around 1630 B.C. — to begin study-
ing the methods used by archaeologists 
to piece together the fresco fragments 
unearthed at the site. The group led 
by Szymon Rusinkiewicz, an associate 
professor of computer science, invented 
a laser-based scanning system to record 
measurements of the shape, size and 
color patterns of the shards. 

Since then, the archaeologists have 
used the system to scan newly recov-
ered fragments, and the Princeton team 
has continued developing ways to use 
the data to help the conservators find 
matches among the plethora of pieces.

Shin began contributing to the proj-
ect for her junior independent work, 
under the guidance of Rusinkiewicz 
and Thomas Funkhouser, a Princeton 
professor of computer science. Her 
research expanded into her senior 
thesis project, which Funkhouser is 
advising.

Last summer, Shin traveled to Greece 
to meet with the archaeologists and learn 
the process of scanning and recon-
structing the ancient art. She quickly 
discovered that computer scientists and 
archaeologists think differently. 

“With computers you focus on 
speed, because you want programs as 
efficient as possible to improve process-
ing time,” she said. “But archaeologists 
work on a single fresco for decades, 
and they say the reconstruction of San-
torini will take centuries. One of them 
told me the work is like a long beaded 
necklace, and their contribution is a 
single bead. That really surprised me.”

At first, Shin focused on studying 
a reconstructed Theran fresco known 
as the “Crocus Gatherer and Potnia,” 
which depicts a supplicant offering 
crocuses to a goddess. She analyzed 
the crack patterns for clues to how the 
wall originally crumbled. This allowed 
her to make generalizations, based 
on statistical relationships among the 
fragments, about how any fresco would 
have deteriorated.

“Imagine you have puzzle pieces 
strewn across a table and you want 
to figure out a way to put them back 
together,” Funkhouser said. “Valentina 
took pictures of an already assembled 
puzzle and got statistics about how the 
pieces fit together.”

Shin’s junior independent work 
earned her the Outstanding Under-
graduate Researcher Award 2011 from 
the Computing Research Association, 
a prestigious national honor.

Now, for her thesis, Shin is using 
the data she gathered as a junior to 
develop a mathematical model that 

describes how the Theran frescoes 
broke apart after the volcanic erup-
tion, depending on their size, the 
materials of which they were com-
posed and the forces that shattered 
them.

She is testing her model using 
modified graphics software originally 
developed for simulating cracks in 
digital images and movies. Using the 
simulator and the rules she’s devel-
oped, she repeatedly breaks a virtual 
version of the “Crocus Gatherer and 
Potnia,” then compares the result with 
the actual crack patterns in the recon-
structed fresco.

Her goal is to refine the simulation 
so that it more closely matches reality, 
then to use her algorithm to guide how 
archaeologists on Thera make matches 
and to speed the process of recreating 
the frescoes.

“I really liked working on a proj-
ect where I could actually see the 
outcome,” she said. “I’m planning 
on going to graduate school and this 
influenced the direction I’d like to go. 
I want to study how people perceive 
things — like matching two shards 
together — and how to apply that to 
computers to help identify objects.”

More generally, the independent 
nature of the research taught Shin 
about the creativity it takes to tackle a 
novel problem.

“In classes, I was used to working 
on problems that had a clear answer,” 
she said. “But more and more, as I 
worked on this, I realized that we 
didn’t know the answer, or even if we 
were asking the right question. That 
was exciting.” 

company that performs shows devel-
oped using extensive research. Grody 
studied the group’s work last year, 
when she took a course through 

the Princeton Atelier at the Lewis 
Center co-taught by Steve Cosson and 
Michael Friedman, who helped found 
the Civilians. 

“Strange Faces” tells the story of 
three families, each with a member 
who has Asperger’s. Grody inter-
viewed children with Asperger’s, as 
well as parents and siblings of those 
who have the condition. She also 
read memoirs and scholarly works 
on the topic. She wanted the musical 
to capture the childhoods of people 
with the condition, as well as the 
spectrum of the severity of cases of 
Asperger’s. A cast of seven students 
will give five performances of the 
show (see box).

“People know what Asperger’s is, 
but they don’t really know how it 
affects people’s lives,” Grody said. “I 
hope the play teaches the audience 
something, but not in a preachy way.”

The subject is well suited to a 
musical, Grody explained. “People 
with Asperger’s want to connect with 
people the way others do,” she said. 
“Music often can do that when words 
cannot.”  

“Strange Faces,” Andrea Grody’s senior thesis production, will be 
performed Friday and Saturday, April 1-2, and Thursday through 
Saturday, April 7-9. Two other senior thesis productions will be 
performed as part of the Program in Theater’s New Play Festival: 
“Make Belief,” a comedy written by senior Mara Nelson-Green-
berg and directed by lecturer Suzie Agins, on Thursday, April 21, 
Saturday, April 23, Tuesday, April 26, and Thursday, April 28; and 
“Due Unto Others,” a play written by senior M. Cristina Luzar-
raga and directed by senior Sarah Pease-Kerr, on Friday, April 
22, Sunday, April 24, Wednesday, April 27, and Friday, April 29. 
All performances will be at 8 p.m. in the Matthews Acting Studio, 
185 Nassau St. Tickets are $12 for general admission, and $10 
for students and seniors.
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Richie Huynh, an East Asian studies major, is combining his interests in Asian culture and 
science for his senior thesis project. He is examining how traditional Chinese medicine — 
specifically acupuncture — has been combined with modern medicine.

For his senior thesis, Mark Thornton (right) is working with Andrew Conway, a senior lecturer 
in psychology, to explore how the brain processes social information. Thornton’s project 
crosses different branches of the field of psychology and may help open new lines of research.

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 8

i a n Ca h i r

The cultural and academic combi-
nations that have defined Richie 
Huynh’s experiences at Princeton 

inspired a senior thesis project that 
took him across the globe.

Huynh, an East Asian studies major, 
traveled to Beijing, Shanghai, Hong 
Kong and other locations throughout 
China and Taiwan to observe how 
traditional Chinese medicine —  
specifically acupuncture — has been 
combined with modern medicine and 
how both are being used in concert. 

“Some people in the West look at 
traditional Chinese medicine as hocus 
pocus,” he said. “But acupuncture comes 
the closest to bridging the gap between 
traditional and modern medicine.

“Of all traditional Chinese medicine, 
acupuncture has the most research done 
on it from a modern point of view, even 
down to the neurochemistry of it. That’s 
where my thesis comes from. I want to 
look at it from a scientific point of view.”

The inspiration for Huynh’s thesis 
topic developed during time he spent 
two summers ago in the Princeton-
in-Beijing program, an intensive 
language training program. While 
there, he met Mark Jia, a member of 
Princeton’s class of 2010. Jia, whose 
studies were concentrated in Prince-
ton’s Woodrow Wilson School of 
Public and International Affairs, was 
traveling throughout the country to 
research his own senior thesis on legal 
aid and the rule of law in China.

Motivated to pursue research in the 
field as well, Huynh traveled to China 
and Taiwan to observe how traditional 
and modern medicine are practiced. 
Over the course of five weeks, he spent 
200 hours in 15 hospitals and learned 
about numerous specialized medical 
practices. He spent time both in high-
end hospitals and with local shamans.

Ush m a Pat E l

Why do some people tend to make 
inappropriate comments in 
social situations? Why do some 

people misread cues about how others 
feel about them?

The work Mark Thornton has begun 
with his senior thesis in Princeton’s 
psychology department may someday 
help answer these questions and could 
open up new lines of research. Thorn-
ton, whose project spans three branches 
of psychology, is testing a theory about 
the brain’s processing of social infor-
mation by scanning subjects’ brains as 
they rate faces on different measures. 

Thornton has hypothesized that a 
system that he calls social working 
memory is distinct from but comple-
mentary to working memory, which 
is what people use to hold nonsocial 
information in mind, such as when 
alphabetizing a group of words. 
What he describes as social working 
memory could be used in the act of 
conversation, which involves listening, 
watching facial expressions and body 
language, integrating and interpreting 
the information, remembering previ-
ous information or conversations, and 
responding, Thornton said. 

While working memory function is 
in the lateral prefrontal cortex, which 
also controls planning, reasoning and 
decision-making, Thornton theorizes 
that social working memory function 
will be found in the medial prefrontal 

Searching the human  
brain for social networks

Exploring the evolution of traditional Chinese medicine

cortex, which is typically associated 
with self-reflection, forming impres-
sions of others and understanding the 
mental processes of others.

“I got the idea that there’s a distinct 
neural subsystem for doing this kind of 
high-level processing of social informa-
tion. The more I looked into it, the more 
it looked like there were converging lines 
of evidence suggesting it, but they just 
hadn’t been synthesized yet,” Thornton 
said. “It’s been great that I could come 
up with this idea myself, and the Univer-
sity, department and my adviser would 
not only support me but also devote 
significant resources toward me.”

His adviser, Senior Lecturer in 
Psychology Andrew Conway, who 
studies working memory, meets once 
a week and corresponds regularly by 
e-mail with Thornton, but he said 
that his advisee has not needed much 
guidance. Thornton was well prepared 
and passionate, and his project stands 
out for its originality and complexity, 
Conway said.

“It’s beyond what’s required,” Con-
way said. “His idea was totally unique 
and shows really clever experimental 
design thinking. It’s the type of thing 
you get excited about when you see a 
graduate student come up with it.”

Thornton was originally interested 
in studying mathematics, but psycho-
logical themes in the writings of Isaac 
Asimov and Marcel Proust, as well as 
exposure to psychology statistics, led 
him to major in psychology. 

Through classes and research with 
Conway and professors Uri Hasson, 
Daniel Osherson, Nicole Shelton and 
Alexander Todorov, Thornton was 
exposed to ideas in social psychology, 
cognitive psychology and neuroscience. 
He also gained practical experience 
in designing experiments, analyzing 
data and using a complex device that 
can reveal brain activity as it happens 
on a very fine scale, called a magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI) scanner. All 
of those experiences came together in 
his senior thesis idea in social cognitive 
neuroscience, a field that has emerged 
over the last 10 to 15 years.

To test his theory about social work-
ing memory, Thornton developed a 
functional MRI experiment in which 
subjects’ brains are scanned while they 

look at a series of faces and perform 
social and nonsocial tasks using working 
memory. Thornton is using computer-
generated faces in a database developed 
by Todorov’s lab. Along the way, Thorn-
ton had to teach himself some computer 
programming, become certified in using 
the University’s MRI scanner and get 
permission for his experiment from 
Princeton’s Institutional Review Board 
for Human Subjects.

“You don’t really appreciate how 
much goes into one of these projects 
until you do one, especially for the 
first time,” he said. “There’s a lot more 
work because nothing’s in place and 
you don’t know the appropriate proce-
dures yet. A lot of your time is spent 

His overarching goal was to observe 
how acupuncture is or is not integrated 
into modern practices in each of these 
places. Huynh’s exploration of the 
medical procedures of numerous Chi-
nese communities provides important 
insights, according to his adviser, Benja-
min Elman, Princeton’s Gordon Wu ’58 
Professor of Chinese Studies.

“Richie is looking at acupuncture in 
terms of discrete Chinese communities 
in Asia,” Elman said. “It’s interesting 
to see how some of these things work. 
In some places, the medical scene is 
open to traditional practices, in others 
more modern medicine is dominant. 
Overall, the traditional has to compete 
with the modern directly.”

Elman pointed out that Huynh’s inter-
est in medicine and science has helped 
him bring perspective to his thesis.

“He’s interested in the chemistry of 
acupuncture. He’s interested in how 
the traditional compares with the mod-
ern, as well as how there are influences 
of modern medicine” in traditional 
practices, Elman said. 

“With acupuncture, there has been 
mapping of the body’s traditional entry 
points for the needles on the modern 
nervous system, as well as advances 
in types of noninvasive needles used,” 
Elman noted. “These are modern influ-
ences showing how even the traditional 
isn’t so traditional. It’s more of a hybrid.”

Cultural interests provide early inspiration
While Huyhn’s time in Beijing 

ultimately inspired his thesis, what 
first led him there was unexpected. 
Huynh’s initial interest in Asia and the 
path to his thesis research was shaped 
in — of all places — dance studios on 
Princeton’s campus, where he gained 
new insights into Asian cultures.

Huynh’s parents came to the United 
States from Vietnam. His father came 
first, shortly after marriage, followed 
by his mother a few years later. Richie 
and his twin brother Ryan, who is a 
senior at Princeton majoring in ecol-
ogy and environmental biology, grew 
up in Brooklyn Park, Minn.

Richie Huynh learned about Prince-
ton at a science fair during his junior 
year of high school. 

“I met international students from 
Princeton, and I didn’t even know 
what it was,” Huynh said. “Meeting 
these students shifted my world.”  

When Huynh came to Princeton, he 
began connecting with students from 
many backgrounds and joined a cam-
pus dance group called Triple 8, which 
showcases the art and dance of tradi-
tional and contemporary East Asia. 
That experience sparked an interest in 
Chinese culture, leading Huynh to par-
ticipate in Princeton-in-Beijing. He also 
began to draw connections between his 
own heritage and Chinese culture.

“I have a lot of Chinese friends 
because of dance,” he said. “I learned to 
speak Chinese fluently. It changed me. 
I feel this connection with my Ameri-
can roots, but also with my Vietnamese 
heritage and the Chinese culture.”

Huynh uses these cultural over-
lays to inspire his artistry. “In my 
dance and compositions, I like doing 
fusions,” he said. “My pieces are 
always a collaboration of different 
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When creative writing professor 
and famed novelist Joyce Carol 
Oates was struggling with the 

grief of losing her husband of 46 years, 
teaching writing to Princeton students 
served as a lifeline.

In her new memoir, “A Widow’s 
Story,” she recalls her return to 185 
Nassau St., home of the University’s 
Lewis Center for the 
Arts, to teach her fic-
tion workshop several 
weeks after the Febru-
ary 2008 death of her 
husband, Raymond 
Smith, who died from 
an infection after 
being hospitalized for 
pneumonia.

“The anxiety, the 
despair, the anger I’ve been feeling 
— that has so transformed my life — 
immediately fades, as shadows on a 
wall are dispelled by sunshine,” writes 
Oates, the Roger S. Berlind ’52 Profes-
sor in the Humanities at Princeton. 
“Always I have felt this way about 
teaching but more strongly, because 
more desperately, after Ray’s death.” 

Outside of her classes at Princeton, 
where she has taught since 1978, the 
period after her husband’s death was 
a desperate time for Oates, who writes 
movingly about the anguish of losing 
her lifelong companion. Smith and 
Oates met as graduate students at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison in 
1960 and were engaged a month later. 
Together they founded the Ontario 
Review, a literary journal, where 
Smith served as editor.   

“I feel as if I’m missing something 
visible — an arm, a leg,” she says in 
the memoir. “Or that part of my face 
has been smudged and distorted as 
in a nightmare painting by Francis 
Bacon. Like the cruelest and most suc-
cinct of prognoses in a Chinese fortune 
cookie the thought comes to me — Not 
one person in this room would want to 
trade places with you: widow.”

An award-winning writer who has 
penned more than 50 novels, as well 
as books of short stories, plays, poetry, 
literary criticism and essays, Oates has 
now written a work unlike any of her 
previous books — a highly personal 
look at the most difficult time in her 
life. In this interview, conducted by 
e-mail, Oates talks about the futility of 
words in capturing her emotions, how 

Oates voices grief in memoir, finds solace in writing, teaching

Thornton
Continued from page 7

Huynh
Continued from page 7

Oates

the memoir, which was published this 
February, grew out of her journals, and 
the surprising ending to this chapter 
of her life story.

You describe teaching as a refuge during 
the days following Ray’s death. Can you talk 
about why you enjoy teaching at Princeton, 
and especially how it helped you cope?

Teaching is a great solace to us all, 
in times of emotional crisis — it need 
not be an extreme experience, but 
merely the vicissitudes of daily life that 
are distracting — but when one is in 
a classroom, particularly an intensely 
engaging workshop, one’s attention 
and concentration are solely on the 
task at hand.

You write in the memoir that being a writer 
is “of dubious value,” but being a teacher 
is “a way of allowing others into the soli-
tariness of one’s soul.” How has teaching 
at Princeton achieved that for you? 

To the writer, one’s own work seems 
of “dubious” — (that is, “debatable”) 
— value; but teaching is an absolute, 
always a positive. I don’t really think 
of teaching as therapeutic — as these 
answers seem to be indicating — but 
as a highly rewarding, constructive, 
altogether human activity, encoded 
in our genes. One generation must 
“teach” another since we can’t pass 
knowledge on through our genes in 
any sort of literal or mystical way. 

In “A Widow’s Story,” you describe so viv-
idly what it is to lose a spouse. Did writing 
the book help you cope with your grief? 

This is very hard to answer. “Help-
ing to cope” — “grief” — all these 
are quite abstract words, long after 
the fact. The most profound realiza-
tion one has, after a great loss, is that 
words are more or less futile, and that 
one can’t “talk oneself” out of the most 
significant emotions of one’s life. It 
is like trying out various words, in 
various languages, for “sun” — the 
ineffable actuality of what we mean by 
“sun” isn’t conjured by any language.   

Human beings valiantly construct 
narratives to contain them, but the 
narratives are ephemeral and fragile — 
we do what we can in the aftermath of 
a personal tragedy, and may afterward 
look back in retrospect, thinking, yes, 
this was a good thing to have done; 
but how can one know? It does seem 
to be the case that writing — think-
ing, and then writing — is cathartic in 
some way; though it may also exacer-
bate the condition.

This book is more personal than anything 
you’ve written before. Why did you decide to 
share this story with your readers, and what 
do you hope they will take away from it?

I did not really write to exorcise 
emotions but to present Raymond to 
the world in some way. I did not want 
Raymond to disappear, to be forgot-
ten. Quickly after a loss the “survivor” 
wants to call back the person who has 
died — there is the childlike wish just 
to say the name repeatedly — to ensure 
that it will not be forgotten.

You capture the raw devastation of being 
without Ray with such honesty and detail. 
What were the most difficult elements for 
you to write about? 

The memoir was constructed months 
after the fact by way of journal entries. 
Each night, while Ray was in the 
hospital and after, I would be unable to 
sleep and would write in my journal, as 
I often do in any case; but in this case, 
much more obsessively, desperately. 
Nothing in the memoir was imagined as 
a “memoir piece”— an essay or a chapter 
— which is why the “chapters” are often 
so short. A journal should be a place of 
refuge and utter privacy — a place in 
which one can write what is truly in — 
and on — and beneath — the conscious 
mind. Over all, I would say that I needed 
to capture the astonishing experiences I 
was going through — one surprise after 
another — though in retrospect some of 
them would not really seem surprising 
to a neutral observer. 

The journal is a record of daily, 
sometimes hourly, life, not a place 
for summary and synopsis; the air 
of breathlessness and wonder in the 
memoir is exactly how I felt, and I 
thought that other individuals in my 
situation, whether widows or widow-
ers, might find some resonance here. 
The original title was to be “The 

Widow’s Handbook” — which remains 
now in a sort of fossil-state as one of 
the final chapter-titles.

I think that, overall, journal-keeping 
is very healthy and for some people, a 
necessity of (mental, emotional) life. 
Those who can’t take time for a jour-
nal are probably the very people who 
would most benefit from it. In an age 
of e-mail and other rapid communica-
tions, these forms may substitute, to a 
degree, for journal-keeping. One can 
be honest and direct in e-mails, as one 
writes so rapidly, with virtually the 
swiftness of thought. A journal should 
not be revised — the purpose of the 
journal is defeated if its breathlessness 
is made calculated and artificial.

At the end of the book you give us a glimpse 
of the start of a new life with Princeton 
professor Charles Gross. Was it a surprise 
to you that you would get married again?

At the time, I had not the slight-
est glimmer of any idea of meeting 
“another man” . . .  let alone “another 
husband.” I found it such an effort to 
get through a single day — in fact, 
to get up in the morning, get reason-
ably dressed and try to work. I did 
not think that I could really bear to 
speak with people who were not close 
friends — who would not know who 
Ray was — and it did seem to me for 
a long time a kind of disloyalty, a kind 
of ignoble, superficial wish to “move 
on” (such a crude, cruel term) — that 
was unreal, if not in fact surreal. Of 
course, meeting another person in his 
complexity, with his own particular 
history and unique sensibility, is a 
great, intimidating adventure, for 
which I was probably not emotionally 
prepared; but, there was Charlie, with 
his remarkable energy, enthusiasm, 
zest for life and remarkable certitude 
— an irresistible force. 

Princeton professors Stanley Katz, a well-known scholar of American 
legal history and educational institutions, and Joyce Carol Oates, one of 
the country’s most influential authors of fiction and essays, have been 
awarded the National Humanities Medal by President Barack Obama. 
The medal honors those whose work has deepened the nation’s under-
standing of and engagement with the humanities, or helped preserve and 
expand access to important resources in the humanities. To read the full 
story, visit <www.princeton.edu/main/news>.

Katz, Oates win National Humanities Medal

just figuring out how to do things 
rather than doing them.”

In Thornton’s experiment, each 
participant is given four tests. In the 
social tests, participants are asked 
whether the face is more or less trust-
worthy than the face one back in the 
series — the previous face — or two 
back in the series. In the nonsocial 
tests, participants are asked whether 
the face is positioned more to the left 
or right of the face one back or two 
back. They record their responses 
mechanically with a device in their 
right hand. They see 24 faces in a 
block for one set of variables, then 24 
for another set, until they have gone 
through five blocks in each of the four 
sets (in random order) for a total of 20 
blocks and 480 faces.

The MRI machine produces images 
of the brain that reflect what portions 
of the brain are in use during testing; a 
higher ratio of oxygenated hemoglobin 

in the blood in an area indicates that the 
brain region is in use. Thornton hopes 
that the brain scans will show activity in 
the medial prefrontal cortex during the 
social tests, and he expects to see activity 
in the lateral prefrontal cortex during 
the nonsocial tests, matching what is 
known about working memory.

The process has been both difficult 
and rewarding. Thornton struggled to 
design the experiment, and incidents 
out of his control, such as power outages 
and cancellations, slowed his testing. Yet 
he also was helped by several graduate 
students in the department, received 
funding from the University to pay his 
test subjects and had access to an MRI 
machine for his own experiment — rare 
for an undergraduate, as most imaging 
machines are used for diagnostic pur-
poses, not research, at medical schools 
and hospitals.

Thornton’s research is not yet com-
plete, but he said he expects that the 
scans will reveal something new about 
neural networks for social processing, 
even if they don’t confirm his hypothesis.

“You can’t establish a whole theory 
with one experiment. Over the course 

of several experiments, I may be able 
to build something,” Thornton said. 
“If I knew for sure that I was going to 
get a certain answer, there wouldn’t 
have been much point in doing it.”

If he is able to pinpoint how the brain 
should process social information, 
Thornton can see several applica-
tions for his work. For one, it may give 
psychologists a more precise framework 
for measuring neural activity related 

to social functioning. Mapping a social 
working memory system also could 
help explain disorders that affect social 
skills, such as autism. 

Thornton, who was born in New 
Zealand and grew up in Fresno, Calif., 
plans to continue his research as he 
pursues a Ph.D. in psychology at Har-
vard University next year.

“He’s a natural,” Conway said. “He’s in 
this for the science and the long run.” 

music and dance styles, including lyri-
cal, hip-hop and martial arts.”

For Huynh, who plans to go to medi-
cal school and originally intended to 
major in chemistry, this fusion carried 
into his academic work — leading him 
to East Asian studies and to his senior 
thesis. 

“I wanted to combine my interest 
in medicine with East Asian studies,” 

he said. “It was a chance to major in 
something out of the normal and apply 
it to my interests.”

Huynh hopes to become a doctor in 
the United States and hopes to gain 
professional experience in Asia some-
day. Through his senior thesis and his 
time at Princeton, Huynh said he will 
bring more diverse viewpoints to his 
medical studies.

“If I hadn’t come to Princeton, my 
perspective would be so different,” he 
said. “I always wanted to be a doctor, 
and now I bring a different set of ideas 
and thoughts to this goal.” 


