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Memo
EU scholars, with some exceptions, treat "social policy" as an unimportant sideshow on European integration. They are profoundly wrong, because issues of social policy, translated into domestic public opinion across a range of member states, are fundamental to problems of public support for the Union and may well be one key factor in the referendum rejections of the constitutional treaty that it seems now reasonable to anticipate. On the other hand, the hardy band of Europeaanist social policy scholars who follow EU affairs often define their work to exclude what is really significant. Instead of focussing on the European market itself as a "social policy" they avert their gazes and instead monitor the evolution of national welfare states and employment systems and the rather unimportant explicit efforts of the Union, which has very little power in the area, to shape this evolution. My ten minutes will attempt to frame the present situation in more useful ways.
