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Foreword

Home drug infusion therapy (HDIT) is an example of a mode of treatment that involves
a multitude of new technologies: innovations in medical equipment and supplies, new drugs
and drug protocols, and novel ways of organizing and delivering health care services. The
rapid development and diffusion of HDIT is a product of our time; it has bloomed in an era
in which the United States has searched with increasing intensity for ways to provide both
better and cheaper health care to its citizens.

HDIT holds out the promise of making sophisticated, medically intensive drug therapies
available to Medicare patients in their own homes, but the full consequences of a Medicare
HDIT benefit are unclear. Because of interest in such a benefit and concern about its potential
costs, the Senate Committee on Finance asked OTA to examine Medicare coverage and

payment issues relating to this technology. This report was prepared in response to that
request.

A related OTA report, Outpatient Immunosuppressive Drugs Under Medicare, was
released in August 1991.
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