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Foreword

This Background Paper contains glossaries of terms and abbreviations compiled from selected
reports issued between 1987 and 1992 by the Health Program and the Biological and
Behavioral Sciences Program of the Office of Technology Assessment.

It is, therefore, not intended to serve as a complete or comprehensive glossary of terms or
abbreviations in the health policy field. Instead, it is a combination of glossaries from the
included OTA reports, in some cases updated or corrected.

The source of most of the definitions is OTA staff. In some cases, definitions were modified or
adapted from other technical references.

If you notice any incorrect or unclear definitions of terms or incorrect or missing abbreviations,
please let us know. If you have comments or corrections, or would like additional copies for
congressional use, please call Beckie Erickson, Office Administrator in OTA’S Health Program,
at 86590 (202/228-6590).
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