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mercial foresfry under the Forestry Incentives
Program might promote better protection on
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Program could remodified to provide clearer
funding priorities, thus ensuring that some
fi.mds are targeted to the areas identified
above.
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FORESTS-FIRST STEPS

w  Establish an expanded forest seed-bank program
-Establish a national program in forest seed oonsewation  to help preserve the diversity of our forests.
-Fund a National Forest Genetic Resources Program within the USDA Forest Service, providing funds

for storage, seed coiiection,  and research.
--Establish vvoridng  ooliections  at regionai  centers for forest genetics (e.g., Forest Service Experiment

Stations).

~ Prepare to respond to rnaJor  forest decllnes
-Estabiish  criteria for prompt intervention in the event of iarge-scaie  mortality or decline thrwgh  a new

West  Health Biii.
-initiate a policy  review group to deveiop  standards for undertakhig  actions to stem forest dedine.
--Aiiow  reallocation of funds (forest 8aivage,  timber 8aie activity, reforestation, and irwect  or fire

management) for prompt response in times of forest health emergency.

B Prepare for a forest-management response to climate change
-Fund research on the USDA experimental forests to find practical and environmentally appropriate

techniques to heip forests adapt to a changing climate.

■ Improve incentives for maintaining and protecting private forestland
-FkMent the Forestry incentives Program away from its current focus on timber production to forest

health.
--Ciarify  the funding priorities of the Forest Stewardship Program to target areas of high environmental

value and promote natural forest cover.
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