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ore than 20,()()() rural Native residentsin Alaskalive in communi-

ties without running water and where homes, local government of -

fices, commercid buildings, and even medical clinics use plastic

buckets for toilets-euphemistically called “honey buckets.” The
waste from these toilets is often spilled in the process of hauling it to disposa
sites, and these spillages have led to the outbreak of epidemic diseases such as
Hepatitis A.

This OTA assessment, requested by Senator Ted Stevens of Alaska, reviews
the status of federal government efforts to provide safe sanitation to Alaskan
Natives and the technologies that have been used or proposed for this purpose.
Information about similarly relevant efforts by State and Native governments
is aso provided. A significant portion of this research aso focuses on the geo-
graphic, socia, and economic settings of the Natives and their remote commu-
nities. Finally, the work examines the legidative and institutional setting for
the waste sanitation problems, and the criteria that need to be applied in select-
ing and implementing new technologies.

Providing safe water and waste sanitation systems to Alaskan Native vil-
lages has been more difficult, expensive, and time consuming than in any other
region of the United States—particularly because of the unusual technical
constraints. Despite considerable efforts by the Indian Health Services and
others, only half of the 191 Native villages have adequate sanitation.

Two major types of measures appear to be needed to support the develop-
ment and application of cost-effective dternatives in the long-term: 1) a com-
prehensive Federal research, development, and testing program for innovative
sanitation technologies; and 2) increased financial support for operation and
maintenance and technical assistance programs.

OTA’s staff received splendid support from Federal, State, and Native orga-
nizations and private sector individuals during the preparation of this report.
Of specia significance is the assistance provided by Native leaders, sanitation
experts, and v illage residents during our visit to rural Alaska. Invaluable assist-
ance and guidance was aso provided by the Alaska Area Native Health Ser-
vice, the Village Safe Water, and the University of Alaska-Anchorage.
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