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ince the 1980s, the federal government has been actively pursuing

apolicy to encourage and sponsor medical effectiveness research:

research that supports the evaluation of the effectiveness of exist-

ing medical technologies and practices. In September 1994, the
Office of Technology Assessment issued its assessment of the successes
and gaps in that endeavor to date with the report Identifiyng Health
Technologies That Work: Searching for Evidence.

This volume contains five background papers describing in greater
detail some of the research techniques discussed in that report. Each of
these papers was drafted by experts in the research technique. OTA grate-
fully acknowledges the contributions of the advisory panel to the overall
study and the many other individuals who provided valuable informa-
tion and reviewed preliminary drafts of these papers. Aswith all OTA
documents, the final responsibility for the content of these papers rests
with OTA.
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