76 Space Stations and the Law

'V - CONCLUSI ONS

Throughout the workshop, many panelists stressed that: 1) it was tine
to begin to examne the problens presented by the operation of nultinational
space stations; and 2) such an exam nation should proceed slowy, taking into
consideration the technical denmands of building large, permanently manned
space structures, the political demands of nultinational nanagenment, and the
eventual need to establish a “backdrop” of |laws and regul ati ons necessary to
protect the space worker.

Some panelists felt that |NTELSAT offered a good example of how to
approach the timng--though not necessarily the substance--of a nultinational
space station agreenent. | NTELSAT started slowy with interim arrangenents
that were essentially contractual joint ventures between the international
partners and the initial manager, COVSAT. After 7 years of experience, a nore
definitive arrangenent was negoti ated and | NTELSAT was given its own separate
| egal personality, privileges and inmunities, an arbitral nechanism and so
forth. Many panelists felt that it was inportant to ensure that early |egal
and adm ni strative space station agreenments contain the flexibility required
to take advantage of the trenendous anobunt of experience the organization wll
gain in its first few years of operation.

Most  panelists were skeptical of the need for new international
treaties, but nmany thought that a systematic investigation of space station
| egal issues would reveal that creative nultinational agreenments or selective
donestic legislation would be in order.

Finally, several panelists noted that when the first space-related

cases begin to occur, the courts will look first to congressional declarations
to resol ve conpl ex issues. In the absence of such congressional declarations,
courts wll be left to their own devices, creating |law and applying--or

m sappl ying --analogies fromair law and maritinme |aw. As one panelist noted:
“if Congress has anything to say [on this subject], it had better nake itself
cl ear now. “
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