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Foreword

This report responds to a request from the House Committee on interior and Insu-
lar Affairs to assess the ability of current mining and reclamation technologies and meth-
odologies, and of Federal programs and policies, to meet the statutory mandates for
environmental protection in reclaiming the surface of Western coal mined lands.

OTA examined the state of development of Western reclamation technologies and
methodologies, the adequacy and uses of baseline and monitoring data on mined land
reclamation, the reliability of analytical techniques used to predict the impacts of m in-
ing and evaluate the success of reclamation practices, and the encouragement given
to research and to the development and use of innovative permitting and reclamation
technologies. The study also examines the role and effectiveness of lease stipulations
and permit conditions as means of imposing technological or methodological require-
ments for environmental protection and resolving uncertainties in mining and recla-
mation situations. Technical and policy options for resolving uncertainties about, and
for improving the prospects for, successful reclamation on Western Federal lands, in-
cluding research and development needs, are discussed.

OTA received substantial help from many organizations and individuals in the course
of this study. We would like to thank the project’s contractors, who prepared the tech-
nical background analyses; the project’s advisory panel, who provided guidance and
extensive critical reviews; and the many additional reviewers who gave their time to
ensure the accuracy and objectivity of this report.

JOHN H. GIBBONS

Director
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