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Authorization and Purposes of State Assessment Program

As of 1985, state legislatures had authorized state assessment programs in 19
states. In three of these states state education agency authorization preceded the
legislative mandate. The state education agency was the sole authorizing agency in
three additional states. Three more states reported authorization without specifying
whether it was legislative, state education agency, or some other source. h at least four
states the state board of education was named as the authorizing body.

The movement to introduce or to improve state assessment programs has gained
momentum recently. Between 1983 and 1985, six states (Alaska, Colorado, Indiana, lowa,
Idaho, and South Dakota) authorized new programs, and 19 additional states introduced
major changes in existing programs.

As of summer 1985, 13 states reported they had no state assessment program. Not
only do the authorizing bodies differ among states, but the stated purposes for which
assessment programs were established differ from state to state and reflect little
common content across states. The Connecticut program, for example, was authorized
by the state board of education as a vehicle by which it could carry out its legislative
responsibility for “determining the efficiency and efficacy of education programs.” This
program, first implemented in 1971, was changed in 1985 using a testing program
designed to reflect mastery of a uniform curriculum.

In most states, laws providing for the establishment of state assessment programs
specify the type of students to be tested and areas to be measured but often do not
define the state’s purposes for implementing the programs. Some do specify the purposes
of state assessment. Indiana states its program is in place to identify students needing
remediation so the state can allocate funds to assist schools having such students.

Kentucky’s program is designed to provide diagnostic and analytical information for use



in improving curricula at local levels. Maryland collects normative data at the school,
district and state levels to insure accountability. Minnesota uses state assessment data
in local district planning and evaluating, and in state education agency planning,
evaluating and reporting to the state legislature. Mississippi reports it uses state
assessment data for decision making in education generally. South Carolina says the state
assessment program provides data school advisory councils use in developing
improvement plans. Louisiana’'s program provides state, district and schools with data
useful in the diagnosis of educational needs of individual students. South Dakota states

the purpose of its program is to fulfill the need for information indicating the

educational status of the state.
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now claasroom teachers
devel op tests
amount _of local latitude
.originally run from SEA
now LEA' s do nost of th
scoring, recordkeeping
& issue reqgents diploma
now a cooperative progr
between SEA & LEA's.
N 1977 N N 1977 | 1977-78 1983 NA
NDL
n
There is no nmendated state-wide assesanment in North Dakota. Each fall,

LEA's test grades 3,5,7,9 and 11 at their
the students are tested. Host use SRA

option. About 66 percent of

A new director with an
Changes nay

State Education Department is being reorganized.
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is appropriated by the legislature to go directly to the districts.
O that, $2,000,000 was spent to buy new tests this year.

Each year, thereisa nove in the legislature to begin collecting
state-wi de data. Chances |ook better each year, but I't has yet to pass.
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H2: Conpet ency Based Education Program requires continuous nonitoring of
stadent progress K-12 which can be construed as a state testing program
In addition, each district is required togivethe three tests deecribed
in footnote OH4.
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