
, . . . . . -. - . . . - .- ---- - -. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . , .

Table IV

Variables Used to Aid Interpretation of Data

Efforts to compare the performance of students, classes, schools, and school

districts on tests lead naturally to questions regarding the validity of such comparisons.

A number of states now collect student demographic data and school/district variable

data in order to assist users of state assessment data in making more valid comparisons

and judgments. Student variable data now collected by states include the following in

order of frequency of states collecting the data: sex (20), race/ethnicity (17), amount of

homework (10), family income (9) type of handicap (8), television viewing time (7),

number of parents (6), and validity of student performance as judged by the teacher (4).

Other student variables reported include parental education, family occupation of head

of household, community type, access to libraries, number of times residence changed,

number of siblings, order of birth, home reading materials, ESL Bilingual information,

student/teacher/principal attitudes toward the testing program, textbooks used, teacher

load (both of the above relating to a specific subject), repeater status, migrancy, and a

smattering of pupil/teacher attitudinal variables.

School/district variables in order of frequency mentioned by states include: Title 1

or socioeconomic status data (14), district and school size (17), and urban/suburban/rural

classifications (4). Other school district variables mentioned include per capita income;

per pupil costs; class size; pupil: teacher ratio; Chapter 1, remedial, compensatory, and

bilingual status; dropout rate; attendance rate; pupil mobility data; participating in

gifted child programs; and eligibility for free and reduced lunches.
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