Table VII

Effects of Program

The changes reported in state educational policy that resulted from state

assessment may be summarized as follows:

1 A move away from testing a sample of students to the testing of all students

in grade levels and subjects tested.

2. A trend toward identifying and providing assistance to school systems showing
specific educational needs.

3. A move toward mandatory as opposed to optional or voluntary testing.

4. A tendency to expand the areas and grade levels covered by the state

assessment tests.

5. The linking of state assessment programs to state school improvement

programs.

Examples of changes in local programs and practices revealed that the state
assessment program was affecting local curricula by bringing them into line with the
objectives of the state assessment tests, by identifying skills needed to teach to state
assessment objectives, by causing reexamination of certification requirements for

teachers in areas tested, and by bringing increased attention to the teaching of writing.
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In general, state education agency personnel interviewed did not appear well
informed regarding the effects of state assessment programs on local programs and
practices. Pennsylvania's practice of the state education agency surveying and reporting
on local uses of state assessment data is a noteworthy effort to enlighten state personnel
and others on local uses of test results.

The development of state curricula was attributed to the state assessment program
by a number of state personnel. A number of state curriculum guides have been changed

to reflect inclusion of skills tested in the state assessment programs.
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State  Assenent

Table V1
Effect of Program

Change in

Exampl es of Changes

n Changes in State

State State Education Policy Local Progans and Practices Required Curriculum

Al abana Enphasis on needy systens. Instructional alignnent of test N

drawn into curriculum

Al aska Reporting of results by distrijctocal attenpts to align N
mandatory grograns. curriculumwith test.

Ari zona N Y. in some LEA' S tests |ead N

curriculum

Arkansa8 Y. part of current |egislafiYon change ofuse of results: N

came fromtest results. LEA's using results to analyze
curricul um summer school s
(those who need renediation).

California 1983-84 nmandate upgradi ng Witing enphasis. Model curricul um devel oped.
assessnents, i ncl ude noregr ades New graduation requirenents.
and critical thinking.

Col orado ~ NO

state program

Connect i cut

D.C.

Del awnar e

Florida

Ceorgi a

Hawai i

| daho

I'l'linois

I ndi ana

lowa - No state

program

Kansas

SOURCE:

Addition of nastery program -
new trend for state.

added standards for student
achi evement (note M C. conments)

Massive enphasis to change
curriculum

Too soon to tell.

Y. school size issue.

1984 |eqislation.

Conti nuous program of change
based upon results.

Basic skills enphasis.

Too soon to tell.

Y: witing (analytical
scoring scale)

N

Conbined with MC.--see MC.
cements.

Y. curriculum guides changed to
reflect inclusion of skills tested.

Appropriation Increased significantly
in last five vyears.

Too soon to tell.

Y: assessnent is driving curriculum

Data Conpiled for the Office of Technol ogy Assessment by Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory, 1985.
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State Assessment
Tablo WVII

Effects of Program
Changes in Exanpl es  of changes i n Changes in State
state State Education Policy| Local Prograns and Practiles Required Curriculum
Kent ucky 1985-- all grades tested K-[l12ist of skills Identified.| See policy.
Changed type oftest from CrB®cal districts nandated tfo
standardized to CRT and NRT| teach to these.
in all grades to test pre-
identified skills in five preas.
Required annual perfornmance
report.
Sanctions are now a possjbility.
Lousi ana N N N
Mai ne 1985 school inprovement plan | school inprovenent pl an. N
requires districts to neet
needs as indicated by state
assessnment data.
Maryl and N Varies with school. Devel opnent of a state curriculum

Massachusetts
No state progr

M chi gan

M nnesot a

M ssi ssi ppi

M ssouri

Montana - No
state program

Nebraska - No
state program

Nevada - No
state program

New Hanpshire -
No state
program

Research on Effective Schools
based on M assessment; focus
of assistance based on nodel .

1984 --
program

| ocal control optional

1985 - nmandated program
regul ar assessment, Language
Arts included.

Changes in certification codd
regardi ng who teaches math
and sci ence.

Program for teaching fractions
cane from need.

Early Childhood Education
program

f ramewor k.

Y. but big Inpact at local |evel.

More precise.
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State Assesment

Table VI I
Effects of Program

Changes i n Exanpl es of Changes in Changes in State
State State Education Policy Local Prograns and Practice Required Curriculum
New Jersey - No
state program
New Mexi co N Y. No specific details given, N
New Yor k N Teaching of witing now N
enphasi zed in schools as a
result of test.
North Carolina Y: previously no district Y: test helped to bring a focus N
conparisons for accountability; | oncurricul umawareness |evel
test results now routinely increased; however, no
go hone to parents (now a specific program changes.
policy).
North Dakota - No
state program
ohio - No
state program
&l ahoma - No
state program
Oregon Pending:  census rather than Enphasis on witing resulting Have state curricul um now.
sanpl e testing. inmproved witing scores.
Pennsyl vani a Y. refer to Table III. Y. refer to Table 1. N
Mbde |sland More active interest in N N

pronoting basic skills.

Mandat ed program in 1985.
Every pupil tested across all
subj ects |isted.

South Carolina | School |nprovenent Plan added N N
2.5 Mllion in 1985.
Now mendat ory.

Sanpl e now uni versal

South Dakot a State test is in Its first year. | This year it is not mandatory. 985-86 it will be.) Test
is thus being given to a non-ran [ non-stratified sanple of the 000 el lgible pupils.

Tennessee - Not
available for
Interview
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State Aessesment

Tsble W1
Ef fects of Program

changes in

Exanpl es of changes in

Change

in

State

math ability.

State State Education Policy Local Program end Practice Required Curricul um
Texas - No
state program
U ah State and district graduation N Assessnent showed poor
regui rements have been changed. lath curricula have been changed.
Vernmont - No
state program
Virginia Bi g shakeup in 1972. Caused M nor changes in response to
nmai nly by improper admi ni stratiphest outcones.
of normreferenced tests.
Washl ngt on Establ i shed renediation N Y state guidelines currently being
assi stance program devel oped.
West Virginia N N
141scone.in - NOf
avai l able for
I nterview
Woni ng Not yet. Not vyet. Not yet.
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