
Table Il

Testing Programs

States rely more heavily on their own tests for minimum competency programs

than is true for state assessment programs. Twenty-one states reported writing items

for their own tests, sometimes using item banks. Some of these banks were built by the

states themselves, and others were secured from test publishers. Criterion-referenced

tests are most often used, with nationally standardized tests and national norms being

used by relat ively few states. The task of setting standards for the minimum

competency tests was undertaken by the state board of education in eight states, the

state education agency ”in six, testing specialist/state education agency contractor in

five, subject matter specialists in five, and educator/citizen committees in four states.

In cases where the state education agency or state board of education set the standards,

it was usually with input from groups mentioned above.

As would be expected with criterion-referenced programs, the type of standard

normally set  was a percent  r ight  of  i tems at tempted,  sometimes by total  tests ,

sometimes by specific competencies; or the number correct of number attempted based

on predetermined acceptable

score cut-off points, usually

performance level desired in

performance levels. Five states reported use of IRT scale

in combination with professional judgment relating to the

scale score terms. Only two states reported use of norm-

referenced scale cut-off scores. Seven states reported linking their standards to holistic

writing ratings (e.g., New York specifies a 65 percent rating based on a model answer for

a given topic).

Race and bias reviews are reported for tests used in all but a very few States.

Statistical analysis of items used in tests is also reported by all but a few.
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The fact that most states have developed their own tests, and that these tests are

criterion-referenced measures employing standards arrived at by a variety of procedures,

suggests that the rigor with which these tests have been constructed and the quality of

the tests varies widely with the competence and experience of the state education

agencies developing them, and with the procedures by which standards are set and

student results evaluated.
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