Table V

Functions of Technical Staff and Failure Rates

The staffing of minimum competency offices in state education agencies follows
the pattern of state assessment offices and often includes the same personnel. Thirteen
states reported technical staff employed to upgrade tests, and 10 employed testing
personnel to provide local assistance. Technical assistance is provided to local school
districts in interpreting test scores and using the results by 26 states, and in the
administration of tests by 22 states.

Local education agency personnel receiving assistance from the state agency
include principals (19 states), local education agency administrators (24 states),
and teachers (17 states). The Texas Education Agency reported that its personnel
give workshops to regional educational service center personnel, who in turn provide in-

service and other assistance to local or local education agency personnel.
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Table V
Functions of Technical Staff and Failure Rates
P art: Functions of Technical Staf f
Local Assi st ance
Techni cal St af |f G ven Groups Receiving Ilth G ade
Emplc to: I nterpret Assi st ance . )
——— | “Providd scor es Part 11 : Failure Rates
Upgrade | ocal Adni ni ster using LEA . Oyeral | 1984- 85 . .
State tests assi stang¢e tests results| eacher| Principalsadm n|Initial 1984-85 Mnorlty Non-mnority
Al abama Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 2% I 2% 41 1%
O a possible four atteppts
Al aska - No program
Ari zoni a N N N Y: Law N N Y: Lay NA NA NA NA
Ar kansas Y Y Y : Test Y Y Y Y NA NA NA NA
Cordi nat or Usaual |
Wor kshops test
coor di
nator's
principals
and
counser|ors
California N N Y N N N N NR NR 12th : 9% 6%
Prifnaril Uth: 78% 64%
during 9th : 64% 54%
1977-78 6th : 28% 14%
(1983)
Col or ado NA NA NA NA NA NA NA No data - - -
Connecti cut Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Reading : N N N
4%
Math
17%
Witing :
8%
Lanquagq
Arts: 69
Del awar e Does not apply Provi de N N N hen NA NA NA NA
suggestion tern
on how to bank
use item first
bank in cane
putting out
together
it est
District of N N Y Y N Y N 50% 50% N N
Columbia

SOURCE :

Data Conpiled for the Ofice of Technol ogy Assessnment by Northwest Regional Educat xonal Lrilggéatory,
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Part 11 : Failure Rates
Overal | 1984-85
Initial 1984- 881 norit yNon-m nor
|
conmuni cat on: Conmuni| -Mith :
8% 12% cation:
Math: | Math: Wite 7 | Wiite 10
36 16 Black 26| hack 32
reflect Hsp. 20| Hisp. 22
a new
test with
hi gher
st andar ds
Readi nd Readi ng| Readi ng | Readi ng
8 5% 16% 2
Mat h Mat h Mat h Mat h
13% 119 29% 4
N N N N
NA NA NA NA
W/l possibly colect this data ne:

ear; at

NA

NR

NR

Table V
Functions of Technical Staff and Failure Rates
Part |: Functions of Technical Staff
Local Assistance
Techni cal Staff G Groups Recei ving
Enpl oyed to: Tnterpret Assi stance
Provi de scor es
Upqgr ade | ocal |Admi nister| using
State tests |assistance tests results
Florida N N Y Y
(Comuni cati on FSEA staff may only Trail ing workshops
readi ng and be hired i f the leg
writing i slature authorizqd
combi ned) positions; the leq
is lature has autho
rized positions,
pbut not with specific
charge to do either
of these.
Georgi a Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Wor kshops
Hawai i Y N Y Y Y Y Y
| daho Y Y Y Y ‘1 Also N Test
counsel ors admini s
raters
illinois - Not applicable
I ndi ana- No program
|
lowa - No program
Kansas N Y N Y Y Y Y
Kent ucky Y: Changed Y Y Y N N Y
Loui si ana N N Y Y Y Y Y
Maine - No program
Maryl and Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Massachusetts Y N N Y Y Y Y
Wor kshops

present

NA NA NA
NR NR NR
NR NR NR
NA NA NA
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Table V
Functions of Technical Staff and Failure Rates

I Pt . Function of Technical Staff
Meal  Assistance

Techni cal Staff Given Groups Recei ving
Emp 1l to: nt er Assust ance . .
| “Provide scores | Part Il: Failure Rates
Upqr ade | ocal Minubuster|  bei ng LEA Overal | 1984- 85
State tests assi st ance tests results [Teachers| 'rincipals| adnin| Initiall 1904-85Mnnority bon-mnority
M chigan - No program
|
M nnesota- No program
M ssi ssi ppi N N Y Y N N N Too soon for data - -- - --- --
M ssouri Y: Has N N Y Y Y N 363% 23% NR NR
tapered conferences--- - --- --
of f as
need
decline
Montana - No program
Nebr aska N N Y Y Y Y Y NA NA NA NA
Nevada Y: 5-6 N N Y Y Y Y Witing| Witing| No data |No data
years ago. 18% 2-3%
Revi ew Math 3:
by ACT, 20%
panel of lath 11:
experts 10%
Readi nq has
changed al t houghl
test nore dificult
New Hanpshire -  noprogram
New Jer sey N N Y Y N N Y NR 8% NR NR
New Nexi co Y Y Y Y N Y Y 24% v |1 4% 2
New Yor k N N N foolf N N Y Pupi| Evaluation Test (Qes 3,5,6,3,:
LEA's lot 25%
Request Very
it. di fferent |

Regents Conmetency , Test
Slight- Readinqg

10%
better Witing
20%
Math 30
legents Exams
‘tayed TEnglish
he & Math
sane 20%

(1) Mnorityfiqure is unweighted average of figures for Blacks, H spanics, and Naj Veans
(14% 9a, 21% respectively) . “Qther” ninority groups failure rate is110.
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Table V
Functions of Technical Staff and Failure Rates

Part | : Function, of Technical Staff
Local Assistance o
Technical Staff G ven G oups  Receiving
Enployed 10! ‘ ; b /;\ssrs‘l—aice 1' Part 11: Fallur= Rates
Provi del - X S - = —
= i ni i LEA Overal | 19134- 135
-=— | ocal Adm ni st er usi ng | [ / — - i TorT
State tests |assistance teets results |Teachers|Princi pals | admin. |Initial | 19i34-85 [Mne. ..
North Carolina N N Y Y Y Y Y 17% 10% NA NA
Fi gures represgn
first-tine tes
takers only.
North Dakota - No progrgm
Chio N Y Y N N Y (1) (1) (1) (1)
(1) Results of tests are not provided to the state (including pass/fail rates) on anannual $msis.
evaluates 1/5 of all districts each year for accreditatiofAll districts every5years.) Part ,
Okl'ahoma - No pegram evaluation is to check to see that nininum standards of conpetency are in conplThaacexal uation
I ncludes exanmining test results. Programis too new for any useful data from accreditation reviev
O eqon NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Pennsyl vani a N N Y Y Y Y Y Avail able from State Summary of
Results 1984, Tables 7-18

o

Support materials a
wor kshop; 8-10 wor K-
shops; al so internme-
late units provide
assi stance - SEA
trains then

Rhode Island - No program
South Carolina Y Y Y Y N Y Y srade 1| Grade 1 NR NR
Reading| | eadi ng
308 20%
Math: Mat h:
32¢ 19%
south Dakota - No program
Tennessee - Not available for Interview
Texas N N Y Y Y Y Y 34% 24% 32% 10%
Wr kshops are given for ESC
representatives . These
peopl e then are avail abl g
to hel p LEA personnel .

(11 Failure rates reported are for 9th grade onlgther grades are not scored pass/failMnority figure is estinated
averging Hspanic and Black scores across reading and miiRority scores for witing were not avail ablAverage
of reading and math failure rates in 1985 for Blacks was 35, for "Hspaniggy, Steady inprovenent has been shown
In all races, the greatest inprovenent being anong bl aqks.1980 Bl acks scored 409 bel ow whiteshow the difference
is 25\. Overall scores showed a drop In 1985.This was attributed to the sinultaneous pilot testing of next year’s
test (which is harder).The conbined affects of a harder test and a longer test probably resulted In |ower scores
the TABS portion.
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Table V
Functions of Technical Staff and Failure Rates

‘t | Functions of chemcal Staff
Local Assistance
Techni cal Staff Gven G oups Receiving
Enpl oyed topi 22\“ = i r;tcfeorrzrset Assi st ance Part 11: Failure Ratee
Upgr ade | ocal Adni ni sterl using LEA i Q/er al | 194 1-es
State tests | assistance test resul ts | Teachers | Principal$ admin.| Initiall1984-85 MnorTtyNon-minority
Ut ah N N Y N N N Y NA NA NA NA
Ver nont N N NR NR NR NR NR NA NA NA NA
Virginia Y N N N NA NA NA 18% 5% 10% 3%
(10th Grade)
Washi ngton- No program
I

West Virginia - No program yet in place; see Table VIII
| |

Wsconsin -Not available for interview
| \ [ |

Wonming - No state data; district required to assess
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