Table VII

Changes in Minimum Competency Program

State minimum competency testing programs have been in effect for as long as 12
years in Oregon to only within the last year in Ohio. Four states have programs ten years
old or more (Arizona, Florida, Nebraska, and Oregon). Most changes in minimum
competency testing reported are simply addition of new subjects to be tested, shifts from
norm-referenced testing to criterion-referenced testing and back, introduction of
reporting that assists remediation efforts in the schools, shifting of emphasis from high
school graduation standards to minimum standards covering a period of years and
sometimes culminating at the eighth grade, and changes in the years in which tests are
administered.

Plans for future changes in minimum competency testing programs were mostly the
addition of new areas of testing and some changes in standards. Two states indicate they
were considering moving to norm-referenced tests, and another is considering a move
from twelfth grade graduation emphasis to eighth grade and fifth grade promotion
emphasis. Connecticut has added a mastery testing program for grades 4, 6 and 8, and
plans to phase out its minimum competency program in 1987. Addition of science is
being considered by two or three states, and writing in two or three states. There is a
trend away from norm-referenced tests, toward the use of criterion-referenced tests or
criterion-referenced mastery tests, and toward the use of IRT scales in establishing cut-

off standards.
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Table VII
Changes in Mninmum Conpetency Program

Agencies and O gan| Agencies aNd organ.
current Worked  r Change k :ing fo GChange
fya  ram

Years M -
Progra & g |cH R E
A e G | = d 3] 3
in < ) a b1 g4 Currently WA 3 's a
State Place | 6 Maj or  Changes 2| 27 &|oener contenpl ated Changes Woe | e < her
-
Alabama s Y N | Gade 11 grad. N N N ? N| N N
added in '83. Firs
class: '85.
Aaska - No program | m
Ari zona 0 | N[ N None N| N N Anticipated to W N| N N
change to more
stringent guideline
due to |egislatior
passed |ast year
requiring pronotion
and retention
gui del i nes.
Al'so devel oping
essential skills
list that students
in grades 9&12 nust
pass--do not know
when will go into
effect.
Arkansas 3 N|vY |o ij's added In N [N s None N[N N
Science and L. A omm e
in certain grades
0 Overall test
score added.
0 Renedial conponent
added: plan to
ensure students
attain mastery.
California 8 Y | N None N[ None | N N
Col or ado 9 Y | n |lost districts do Nl None | N
not test. District
whi ch does is noving
away from MC
(phasing out).
Connti cut 6 Y | N None I i Phasing out of Mc. Aon | N
1987 to substitute
Mstery testing at
‘ 4,8
i

SORCE: pata Conpiled for the Office of Technology Assessment by Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory, 1985.
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Table VI

Changes in M ninum Conpetency Program

Agenci es and Organ.

Agenci es and Orqgan.

Current Th lwo ed_f 1ange Wo :ing fo Cichange
Pmﬂm ‘am H
Year s X 9
¥ - M o ¢ .
Progrm| | & e g HEE
in El ilsl 3 § |2 Currently aﬂgzss“
State Pl ace 6 Maj or Changes 1 . < | | >ther | Contenplated Changes [*|v [ : A8 her
Dl awar e 5 N Y | Wien MC. first ' i Nin | N Instructional deptfy| . . Agai nst
speci fied by putting together concept of
board it was for course requirenent$; mastery
graduation only; may be spin-off of testing at
now only at grade 8 i tem bank bei ng SEA level;
Al so, because devel oped for i nst ead
responsibility has assessing these-- rec'd
al ways been at LEA result of Governor”s i tem bank
| evel changes Task Force requiring bei ng
could have Mast ery Testing. devel oped.
occurred without Both
SEA knowi ng Change in specifying erg s
speci fics. in nore detail agr eed.
-student perf. req's
in terms of content
and
-assessnent
2.2 3 Y N None O N| Y[~ N None Mot N[N N
Slorida 10 Y: None | N | N[ N Y: legislature asked |» 1t N N DOE
Ba| cal |y for full-scale
the | Sam| . eval. of program
2 years ago and came
out with set of
reconsnendati ons:
1) enhancenent
changes
2) nerging SSAT 1 &
2 at grade 10.
Seorgia Gade | Y [ N | Note: initial leg. r FfN | N |N N Grade 10: N N N N
10: 4 did not spe.<:|fy | passing scores
3 beg | J. conp. level; in will be raised
1980 t hey did; also begi nni
; gi nni ng
in 1980 state Fall '86
assumed responsibil. | -
for testing--prlor 2 witing assnt.
:/ce)r;h?/ta’quel_eql sl atiol to be added
’ Fall '87.
Hawai i 6 Y N | add Life-skills. ] N[N | N None e N N N
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Agencies and Organ.

Current Th, :o ed £ : change \vk; ing fo _Ghange
Pr¢ ram M =
n e 3 2
Year s ° L1 ot RS
Program | 53 | € HERE CERIES:
in | x| e R currently 839 583
State Place| @ | 6 Maj or  Changes AR 4 |other | Contenplated Changes 3 2 } J&otner
| daho 6 N| Y oMn.-std.‘IeveIs VLN N Y] N looking at normref’|d |v w | wth
adj usted in 1984 std' d. achi evenent endor sene
in preparation tests. of
for change to teachers
grade 8. admin's.
0 Types of cut off
scores changed to
grade 8.
Illinois - Not
Appl i cabl e
Indiana - No
State program
lowa - No prog pr SEA to do the sane model | 1 1| 81 [me|  [s for | state assessment
prograns but counsel || [x dil | n to T provi ded.
¥insas N N | N | Legislature did not |[t{s]¥| N [~ ]3] N None N | n N

require testing each
year; they required
test in 79,81,82
84,

Some LEA's may have
opted to admi nister
tests in other year

Leg. in 1984 stipulated,
that tests be given
5 consecutive years

Prior to 1984 tested
in grades 2,4,6,8,1
begining An 1984 and
for next 5 years will
test at grades 2,4,6
8,10 with SEA swpport
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Table VI
Changes in M ninun Conpetency Program

Agencies and Organ. Agencies and Organ.
| wWorki for o
current That :orked for Ch 01 ng_for__¢ Change
Prergr.s 3 e
Year s Al ol
. -~ ¢ c 3
program g | & 28 8s g CEEICE
MEERE HRHEEER currently ISP 35l |
State Place | = | 6 Mj or Changes wlnla|e & | cother Contenpl ated changqo|u|- e i« & ot her
Kentucky 6 N| Y |< Sane as for N{YINI N | N [N N | 1986 legislature |nf¥in] N | N N
state assessnment expected to nake
reconmendat i on
¢ Last ‘79 progran regardi ng pronotion
was not consi derd
M.C., nerely
di agnosti c.
1984 programis
now MCT.
Lousiana 4 N1 Y |Oiginal plan was dNINIYI N | N [N N Upgrade standar ds wyin) N[N N
@add a new grade
each year. Did thad Add 8th grade to tedn|njyY] N N Governor
from 1981 to 1984, Add a normrefrncd. [N 8y| N | N Governor
then stopped. portion to test.
Al will be
inpl emented in 1986
ram
Maryland 9 N Y o 1982 IRT nodels [N]Yf8] N | N IN| N 1989:  Math and NlyIn|] N} N N
adopt ed. witing added
lo Readi ng added. 11988: dtizenshlp
added
b De'pt. of state
f ramewor k.
‘Massachusetts 4 Y| N None N |N|N| N | N [N|] N IPoss. of statewide NiNir! N N N
stud. test and
st andar ds.
Michigan No Pr ogrxam
M nnesota - No pdqd am
5 2 Y| N [Mre $ for MCT thar|N|N|Y| N | N Y] N o Mninum standards |yfyjn| N[ N
for state assnt. to be adopted by
Fall ' 85.
o Grade 12 grad.
for 1982.
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Agencies and Organ.

Ag ncies and Organ.

Current Th: Worked | e Wo king fc _dhange
Program ;
Year s M =
- | ¥ [ [l .
program |- & 5 3 §1 3
in . VR a Currently W o z:g
State Place | & Major Changes ¥ 3|8 E| aher Contenpl ated Changes A ot her
M ssouri 8 Y N None i Nj ¢ N | As of 1986 grades N N
wi thhel d of 9th
graders until
passed.
Montana- No pr | ram
Nebr aska 10 Y N None vN N Nf» N None N N N
Nevada 6 Y N | Tests nmore difficullt [d[e¢] n | NN N None N N N
Spring '85 change |
standards and
scoring from
correct to IRT.
New Hanpshire -| program m No changes expect gd
Jersy § Y| N None o] N| N~ N ]1986--add writing and N N Governor
new tests in
readi ng and
mat h.
New Mexi co 7 N | Y |[1983--added L.A ¢l N[N PN N Hope to have test N N N
readi ng and math. validly neasure the
1984- - added sci encp Exit  Competenci es.
and social St udi es.
New York 6 N [ Y |elenmentary tfrf N[N N N Testing program will N [ N
be changed:
0 Added 5th grade 5 addi ti onal areas will
V\%tt' nfg. NRT t H be tested, e.g.,
OCR'I[] rom 0 . Wrld and Anerican
§5 History, science.
1
H.S. Conp. Tests 1
Life-skills test .
to acadenic skills ]

test

In 1979 Introduced
Degrees of Reading
Power .
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Agenci es and an. Agencies and Organ.
d 1l chan
Qurrent ™) aworked £ Change i tinc fo ange
Pro ram L]
— £
Year s | [V
M ~| 9 o ® M
Progra ¢ MR 3 S E i of
in ] ;ag: g:-t CQurrent 1y §=s§;4
State Pl ace 6 Maj or  Changes HEIRE E| :her| contemplated changds o Hother
North Corolina 7 N| Y | Areas tested: N N| N Testir None NN s | N N
Expanded content an insson-on
grade |evel tested
. change everyone
uin effect 85-86. apt | ported it.
North Dakota - No| Program
ohi o 1 Y| N None e =] =] =] No NA=| == | 777~
Cklahoma - No prq am
Oregon 12 Y N None 1{MN| N | N N Pendi ng: novenent h Nl w~ N N
toward mni num
conpet ency testi ng.
winsylvania First N | N None MU N[ N[N N Shift to testing N N | N n
year Spring "86 instead
of Fall with new
Instrument t (0] reflect
F to S content; still
a math and reading
test wisame, Obj ect
*hode Island - [ program
South Carolina 6 Y N | 1984 |egislation MouN| N[N N Science added in 86 [N N[N ~ [ n N
for conpensatory at grades 3,6,9.
ed. provides funds In "86 test for diploma|a
for inparied school: will begin at 10th
grade (now I1th)
to apply to 89/90
graduation. science
3,6,8 added in ’88.
South Dakota - program
Tennessee- Not
availabe for interview| interview
Texas : N | Y |Added grade 3 in efefa] e | N Totally new test next N[Y] N | N N
1981. year. Gades 1,3,5,
7,9 and 12. 1-9
will be sane subjects
Gade 12 will be L A
Al wll be objective
based, mastery test=..
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Changee in M ninum Conpetency program

T

a “Plaster Plan”

witten to define the outcones.

*progrees” toward 100 percent mastery of
Twelve or 13 areas have been defined for
For exanple, math is one area.

k-12 math, with 1400 objectives.
items for neasurenent.
committee of teachers.
item bank is being devel oped.

Testting will

to their curricula.

objectives, but may choose different
out cone.

in response to the court.
in the plan require “learning outcons”

Policy statenents
K-12.

the objectives.

oj ectives were
Pupils are required to show

curriculum objectives.
450 outcones were witten for
Each objective has about 10
Items are being witten by a large
In essence,avery | arge and widely varied

be done by teachers by selecting itenms appropriate
Teachers are required to teach to the
objectives to reach that

Agencies and O gan. agerncies and Organs
That Wo: ed fox_ciaNn(e: working for Change
Current ry -T = °
>rc  am g ;
& ol b v 3
Year s 24 4 ~ ¢ ¢
Program & & §1: cs '263"53
in M R EF Currently ﬁgzsiq
State Place | = | B Maj or  Changes alkl3 € 8|« her | contenpl ated changes faful3f & |4 (Other
tan 7 v | None -~ [ Meq- -] Gass of 1989 will  [v|e{nf & | N |8l
have to take new tes|
Covers grades 3,6,
10 and 12. Not
mn. conp.” but
) “obj ectives based.”
: I nvol ves changes in
= state curriculum
A as well as testing.
’ Vermont 8 N |y 1978--"ot her” NiyIn{N |~ [w] In 1989 it will YIN|IN|] N [N |N] N
ot (reasoning) added. become an 8th grade
pronotion test
(not 12th grade
graduation). Rul'i ng
was in 1985.
Conpetencies W ll be
re-written '
Virginia 7 v | N None F=p=p=q=""| NA=4- =} """ - 1980 began devel op- Yjy|N| N | N [N n
ment of 7-12
obj ectives and assmt.
Hope to replace
grade 10 test with
K-12 objective-based
education. Also
addi ng subjects to
form a run
currlculum
Washington - No Prgram | program
‘west Vi rginia 0 Bl Bl EERTREEE NA  -emmeee-- = - 14--t=---- | see W/(2) NI NI NN | d [N Jud
Wsconsin - Not , | availble | for T evi ew.
- No state| data: required to assess
. W2: A lawsuit was brought in 1978 or 1979 against one county (school
district) claimng that school was not proding quality education.
1983 court decision said that state fornmulas for funding were
inequitable and required mjor changes. In 1984 the SEA devel oped

160



