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The national energy policy goals stated by
ERDA deserve review and clarification.

Overall Level of the Federal Budget
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The overall level of the Federal budget for
energy R. D&D [about $2.3 billion for FY 76)
a p pears to be an o u t growth of decisions made
prior to the Arab oil embargo and should be
r e - e x a m i n e d
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‘1’he ERDA Plan does not place sufficient
emphasis on international considerations.
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ERDA’s plans for coordination with other
Federal energy agencies need to be more fully
developed ,

Cooperation Between ERDA and
State and Local Governments . . 27

Success of the ERDA program will depend
largely on close and continuous coordination
with State and local governments, The ERDA
Plan inc1udes n e i t h e r  p r o c e d u r e s  n o r
mechanisms for accomplishing this coor-
dination.

Near-Term Energy Problems . . . 2 9

The ERDA Plan gives very little attention to
near-term (to 1985) energy problems.

Socioeconomic Research . . . . . . . 30
ERDA’s program of R, D&D does not give
enough attention to socioeconomic analysis
and research in  addressing the Nat ion’s
energy problems.
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ERDA’s program overemphasizes  energy
supply technologies relative  to energy con-

sumpt ion.

ERDA’s Basic Research Program 33

The goals of ERDA’s basic research program
have not yet been establishcd, Considerable
effort is required t o organize a perti
program of basic research.

Commercialization . . . . . . . . . . . . .
The development of effective commercia
tion policies and procedures is not adeql
ly addressed in the ERDA Plan.
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Careful at tent ion should be given to assess -
ing energy resources, since the}’ represent
assumptions basic to the ERDA Plan.

Physical and Societal Constraints 38

Numerous physical, institutional, and social
constraints may limit the orderly develop-
ment and implement at ion of thc ERDA
energy plan.

Overemphasis on Electrification 39
The ERDA Plan appears to lean toward an
overemphasis on electrification. This lack o f
diversity, especially in the long-term “inex-
haustible” sources, may not be t h e most
effective approach.

Methodology and Assumptions Used
in Developing the R, D&D Plan . 41

The ERDA Plan relies on a methodology and
as sump t ions f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  R ,  D & D
priorities that appear to bias the priorities
t o w a r d  h i g h  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  c a p i t a l -
intensive? energy supply alternatives and
away from end-u se technologies.
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ERDA’s present management policies could Net energy analysis can aid in decisions as to
hinder achievement of its goals. which existing and developing technologies

deserve emphasis, but  this  methodology
must be employed with caution.
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