
Appendix D

Technology Assessment Act of 1972

Public Law 92-484.,,x
.!

92nd Congress, H. R. 10243~4 October 13, 1972
, (+ ~~

86 STAT. 797
To establish an Offlice of Technology Assessment for the Congress as an aid in

the identification and consideration of existing and probable impacts of tech-
nological  application ; to amend the National Science Foundation Act of
1950 ; and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That this Act may Technology

he cited as the “Technology Assessent Act of 1972”. Assessent Act
of  1972 e

FINDINGS ANI) DECLARATION OF PURPOSE

SEC. 9. The (’ongrws  l]ereby finds and declares that:
(a)  .Is t e c h n o l o g y  rontinues  t o  c h a n g e  a n d  e x p a n d  r a p i d l y ,  its

appl i cat ions are—
(1) large and growing  in scale; and
(2) i n c r e a s i n g l y  extensi~’e,  per~’asit’e,  ul~d c r i t i c a l  i n  t h e i r

i rnpart, lwnefiria]  Nnd adkerse, on the n a t u r a l  a n d  soci~l
en~  iron merit,

(h) Tlleref~Jre,  it is essel~tii~l thi~t,  to the fullest extent possible, the
~onsequences of technologirtt]  Npp] ieat ions be tint  icipated,  understood,
a I) d cons  i (Iered  i n ({et e Mn i n nt ion of pII bl i r pf’1 ic~. on existing and
emergil]g nat io]u~l  prot)lerns.

( r ) Tl~e (’o~lgress  further finds that :
( I ) tl~e Fwlernl agel]ries  p r e s e n t l y  respol]sihle  d i rec t ly  to  the

( ‘oI~gress  :~re l~ot designed to provide tl]e  legislative branch with
ii(l~(]liiite an(l t i rnely  i n f o r m a t i o n .  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  d e v e l o p e d ,
re]a  f in,f~  to t IIe p o t e n t  in 1 i m pact of technolcgica]  Rppl  icafions,
:111(1

(2) tile present me(’l]:il]isms  of the (’ongtwss do  not and are not
desiglle(l t o l)rovide  the legisl:it  i~’e briinrh with such information.

((1 ) .it(ordillgl~r, it is necessary for tile ( ‘rnqress  t-
( 1 )  equip Itself with new  and effecti~’e menns f o r  s e c u r i n g

(wnlpete]~t,  unl~iased  i nformnt  ion concerning t}le physical,  bio-
logical, ecm]omic.  s~xi:~l, i~nd pol  iti(i~l  effects of such applic~tions;
ii I) d

(~) \ltl]ize t h i s  iIlfornlRtion, whenel’er  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  as  o n e
fart~r  il] tl~e legisl~~tive  assessment of matters pending before the
( ‘ongress, partir~l!~.rl~’  in those inst~lnces  where the Federal Gov-
~r]] ]ne]]t t]];l~’ be (’ill led upon to ronsider support for. or manage-
ll)enr ( ~r regul nt ion of, te(’hnologic:~l  nppl ir:lt ions.

h>\’1”.\  III, IS t I M } >“1  OF ‘1’ I I }; ( )F’K.IL’F;  ( )F’ TE~  }1 Nol,(  )GY  .Af3Sk;St3MENT

! ;~:t. :;. ( a ) III tit(’orda]lce  with thd  findings and declaration of pur-
~Nw i~] stwt iol~ ~, the N is hertlbj. crtwted  the O f f i c e  o f  Technolo ,
.\ssessn~el~t  ( hereil~~~fter  referred to as the “Office”) which shall E
\\”it h il] tiIId resl)ol~sible  to t ht~ legislat i \’e brunch of the C~overnment.

(b)  The IN%(xJ shall consis t  of  a  Technology Assessment  Board T e c h n o l o g y
( l]ereintifter  r e f e r r e d  tn as the ‘bBonrd’”)  w h i c h  shall f o r m u l a t e  md Assessment
l)lonl~]l~ate  thp  polici[’s  of  the O f f i c e ,  and a I)irector w h o  shall carr-y  BOa~o
01 lt S1l(. ]l l):)! ir ies a I~d ~idm in iste r the  OJN?l’~t  ions of thy  ~ffice.

( c )  ‘t’ht’ I)asic  filnction of the Offic~J  shall br t o  p r o v i d e  earl-y indic~i-  ih-rties.
t IOI)S  of t l~e I)robable beneficial  ~nd  ad~-er.se  impacts of the applica-
t ions of technology und  to devt’lop  other coordinate information which
rrIa v msi st t }]v ( ’01 I ~~r’ess. II] (Tarrying ollt SIIC}l f[]]lctiorl, tbp (Mice
sh$li 1 :

( 1 ) lde]]t  ifj exlsti  llg  (Jr ]JlolmhlP  i rnpnrts 0 1  te(”ll]~f)log] ~Jr
twhnological  p r o g r a m s ;
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(~) ]I}lere  ~o~lb]e, ascertain cnuse-a]ld-effert  relationships:
(3) identify alternative technological methods of implwncnting

specific programs;
( 1 ) identify a!termiti; -e programs  fuc  achie}  ing  requis i te

goells ;
(s)  make estimates and comparisons oi the impacts of tiltirna-

tive methods and  programs;
(6) present fhdings  of completed analyses to the  appropriate

legislati~’e  authorities:
(i) identify areas where additional research or data collection

is required to prot’ide  adequati  support for the assessments and
estimates described in paragraph ( 1 ) through ( .T ) of this stib-
.section; and

(8) undertake such additional associated activities as the
appropriate  authorities specified under subsection ( d ) ma:’ ~irrwt.

(d) .issessment  actl}’iti~s undertaken bj- the Office maj.  be initiated
l~pon the request of:

(1) the chairman of any standing, special, or select  committee
of either House of the Congress. or of any’ joint committee of
the (’ongress,  acting for himself or at the request of the ranking
minority member or ~ majority of the committee members;

(2) t}le Board; or
(3) the Director. in consultation with the Board.

(e) Assessments made by the Office. inclllding  informatio]~,  sur-
veyg,  studies. reports. and findings related thereto, shall be made
avadable  to the initiating committee or other appropriate commit-
tees of the Congress. In addition. any such information. surveys,
s~udies,  reports, and findings produced by the Office may he made
nvailnble  to the public except wher*—

(1) to do so would violate security statutes: or
(2) the Board considers it neceseary  or advisable to withhold

such information in accordance with one or more of the numbered
paragraphs in section SS2(b)  of title ~, I-nited  States Code.

TECH XOLOOY ASSESSMENT BOARD

SEC. 4. (a) The Board shall consist of thirteen members as follows:
( 1 ) six .Members  of the Senate, appointed by the President

pro  tempore of the Senate, three from  the majority party and
three from the minority party;

(2 six Members of the House of Representatives appointed by
&the peaker  of the House of Representatives, three from the

majority party and  three from the mmority  party; and
(3) the Director, who shall not be a voting member.

(b) I’acanciee  in the membership of the Board shail not affect the
power of the remrlinin  members to execute the functions of the Board

fand shall be filled in t e same  manner  as in the case of the original
tlppointment.

(c) The Board shall select a chairman and  a vice chairman from
nrnong  its members at the beginning of each Congress. The vice chair-
man shall act in the place and stead of the chairman in the absence of
the chairman. The chairmanship and the vice chairmanship shall
alternate between the S~nate  and  the House of Representativee with
each Conpresa.  The chairman during each even-numbered Congress
shall be selected by the Nfembers  of the House of Repreeentatives on
the  Board from among  their nl~mber.  The vice  chairman  during each
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(’o]qgress  shall be (hosen  II] the same manner  fro]n  that House of
Cbngress  other than the Houw  of Congress of which the chairman is
a 3fember.

(d) ‘The Board is authorized to sit and act at such places  and times
during the sessions. recesses. and adjourned periods of Congress, and
upon a vote of a majority of its members, to require by subpena  or
otherwise the attendance of such witnesses and the production of such
books, papers, and documents, to administe~  such oatha  and affirma-
tions, to t~ke  such testimony. to procure such  printing and binding,
and to make such expenditure+.  as it deems advisable. The Board may
make such rules respecting its organization and procedures as it deems
rwcessary.  except that no recommendation shall be reported from the
Board unlm’ss a majority of the  Board  assent. Subpenas  ma?’  be issued
m’er  the signature of the chairman of the 130fird  or  of any voting mem-
her designated by him or by the Board, and may be served  by such
person or persons as may  be designated hy such chairman or member.
The chairman of  the Board or sny:  voting member thereof may
Administer oatl~s  or affirmations to wltneases.

))lR}:(”m  )R .\I-l)  1) EIT”T1- 1) IRY(.TI)I{

SE( ,J. ( a ) The 1 )irector  of the (Mice of TwhNolog~-  .%sessment
shall  be oppointed  b?- the Board and sha!l  ser~.e  for a term  of six
}ea~~  unless  sooner  remol.ed  by the Board. He shall receive  basic pay
at the rate pro~ided  for level  III of the Exw,llti\.e  %-hedule  lmder
+ction s314 of title .;. United  States Code.

(b) In addition to the powers  and duties \-ested in him b]- this Act.
the  Director shall exercise such powem  and duties as may be delegated
to him by the Board.

(c) The Director may  appoint with the approval of the Board. a
l)eputy  Director who  shall perform such functions as the Director
mav prescribe and who shall be Acting Director during the absence
(w incapacity of the Director or in the e}’ent  of n vacancy in the o5ce
of Director. The Deputv Director  shall recei~-e  basic  pay at the rate
provided for ]e\’el 11’ of the Executive Schedule  llnder  section FAIFi  of
title 3. T-nited  States Code.

(d) Yeitber the Director nor the Deputy  Director shall  engage in
my other business,  vocation, or employment than that of serving as
such  Director or De uty Director, as the case may be; nor shall thefDirwtor  or Deputy )irector,  except with the appro}-al  of the Board,
bold anv office in. or act ~n any ca acity  for, auy organization, agency,
or institution with which the 8ffice  makes  ~ny  contract or other
~rrangernent  under this .Ict.

.\l-THf~RITY  111’  “rII}; I )FFI( .}:

S~:c.  6. (a) The Mice shall have the }~llthorit~’,  within the limits of
nvailab]e  appropriations: to do all things necmsal:y  to carry out the
provisions of this .~ct.  lnc]uding.  hut withollt  he]ng  limit~d  to. the
JIuthority  t o -

(1) make full llse of competent personnel and organizations
outside the Office, public or private, and form special ad hoc
task forces or make other  arrangements whcm  appropriate;

(2) enter into contracts or other rirrangements  as may  be neces-
sary for the conduct of the work of the (Mice  with nny  ngency
or instrl~mentnlity  of the  I-nitwl  .St~tes,  with H I)y ,Stnte,  territory,
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{~r posstw>lon  or ally  pollt  ical subdl~-ls]on  th(, reef, or with any
person, firm, wsoclation, corporation, or educational institution,
w]th  or without reimbursement, wit hout  pertormnnce  or other
bonds, and without re~nrd to section :;709 of t}w Re\,ised  Statutes
(41 [-.S.C. 5) :

(3) make adwmce,  prt,gress,  and othvr  prtymvnts  which relate
tQ technolo~  w+essrnent  without regard  to the provisions of
section 36-M of the Revised Statutes (31 t“.S.C.  .529) ;

(4) accept and utilize the services of voluntary and uncompen-
sated personnel necessary ,for  the conduct of the work of the Office
and  provide transportation and subsistmce  as authorized by

80 Stat. 499; section 5703 of title 5, United  States Code, for persons serving
? 3 Stat. 1900 without compensation;

(.5) acquire by purchase, lease, loan, or gift, and hold and dis-
pose of by sale, lease, or loan, real  and personal property of all
kinds necessary for or resulting from the exercise of authority
granted by this Act;  and

(6) prescribe such rules and regulations as it deems necessary
govermng  the operation and orgamzation  of the Office.

Reoodkeepi~ (b) (’contractors and other parties entering  into contracts and other

Agenoy
ooope  ratl on.

Pereonnel
detail.

Munberehip.

urrangernents  under this seeti;n  which involl;e  costs to the CIovernment
s~~all  nla@@in  such books and related records as will facilitate an effec-
tll’e audit m such detail and in such manner as shall be prescribed by
the Office, and such books and  records ( a~ld  related documents and
papers) shall be available tQ the ofice  and the Comptroller General
of the L-nited  Stat+  or any of their duly authorized representatives,
for the urpose  of audit and examination.

(c) ?he Office, in carrying out the rovislons  of this Act, shall not,
ritself. operate any laboratories, pilot p an% or test facilities.

(d) The Office is authorized to secure directly from any exauti~’e
department or agency  information, suggestion+ estimates, statisti~
and technical as..mtance  for the pur

r
se of carrying out its functions

under this ,&ct.  Each such executive epartment  or agency shall furnish
tile information, sug  estions,

%
estimates, statistics, and technical

~ssistance  directly to t e Office upon its request.
(e) On  request of the Office, the head of any executi~e  de artment  or

f~gency  may  detail, with or without reimbursement. any o its person-
I~rl to aswst the (Mice in carrying out its functions under this .Act.

(f) The Director shall. m accordance with such policiw as the Board
shall prescribe, appolllt  and fix the compensation of such ‘personnel as
may be nwwasary  to wrry out the provisions of this .krf.

EST.% BLIRHMENT t~F THE TECHNOL4WY  ASSES8MEA-T ADV160RY  COUN-CIL

Sm.  7. (a) The Office shall establish a Technolo~  .\swssment
.ld~isoq  Cou~wil  ( here] ]lafter  referred h as the “( ounril  ” ). The
Council shall be composed of the following twelve members:

( 1 ) ten  members irom  the public, to be appointed by the Board.
who shall be persons emment  in one or more fields  of t]le phvsical.
biological. or social sciences or engineering or experienced-in the
admlnlstratlon  of technological activities, or who may be judged
(~ualified  on the  basis of contributions made to edllcat  lonal  or pub-
1 ic rtctil’lties;

(2) the Comptroller General; and
(3) the Director of the (’ong-resqional

T.ibrnry  of Congress.
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( IJ ) ‘1’]w  ( ‘OUJK1l,  [1 WI}  request by the Board,  sl)all-
( 1 ) review an d make recommendations to the Board on activ-

ities undertaken by the Oflice  or on the initiation thereof in
accordance with section 3 ( d ) :

(~) review  and make  r~ommendations  to the  Board on the
findings of any assessment made by or for the Office; and

(3) undertake slwh  additional related tasks its the Board  may
direct.

(c) The Council, by majority vote, shall elect from its members
aypointed  under subsection (a) ( 1 ) of this section a Chairman and a
T ice [’hairman,  who shall serve for such time and under such condi-
tions as the Council may prescribe. In the absence of the Chan-rnan,  or
~1~ the event of his incapacity, the J-ice  Chairman shall  act as
( ‘halrrnan.

(d) The term of oflice  of each member of the Council appointed
under subsection (a) ( 1 ) shall be four years except that any  such
member appointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior to the expmation
of the term for which his predecessor was a pointed shall be appointed

\for the remainder of such term. SO persons all be appointed a member
of the Council  under subsection ( a ) ( 1 ) more than twice. Terms of the
members appointed under subsection ( a ) ( 1 ) shall be stag ered so as

%to establish a rotating membership according to such met od as the
I\oard  may devise.

(e) (1) The members of the C’OUJIC]I  other than those appointed
lmder subsection ( a ) ( 1 ) shall receik-e no pa~’  for their services as
members of the Council. but shall be allowed nece-ssary  travel expenses
(or, in the alternative, mileage for use of prlrately owned vehiclea
and a per diem in lieu of subsistence at not to exceed the rate prescribed
]n sections 57W and .5704  of title 5. [-nited States Code), and other
necessary expenses incurred by them in the performance of duties
\.ested In the Council. without regard to the provisions of subchapter 1
of chapter S7 and section 5731 of title .5. l’nited  States Code, and regula-
t ions promulgated thereunder.

(2) The membem  of the Council appointed under subsection (a) (1)
shall receive cornpensat  ion for each day engaged in the actual per-
formance of duties vested in the Council at rates of pay  not in excwN
of the dailv  equivalent of the highest  rate of basic pav set forth in the
General Schedule of section XYW(a)  of title 5, I-nited  States Code.
and in addition shall  be reimbursed for t ra~-el.  sllbsistence.  and  other
]lecessarv  expenses ill the m~ nner  Provided  for other members of the
Council under paragraph ( 1 ) of this subsection.

[“HLIZAT1ON  ~ )F “l”HI!  1. IBRARY {)F L’I)A’(+REss

. ;Ec. 8. ( a ) To carrv out the object 1}.es  of this .\c’t, thv  I.ibrarirtn  of
( ‘rmgrws  is authorized to make atailable  to the Office such servics  and
iissistance  of the Corlgre=simml  Research Ser\’ice  as may be appropri -
~lte and feasible.

(b) Such  +rvi{.es  mld  assistwice  made ~vallable  to the officti  shall
illcl  ude,  but not be I imited to, N1 I of the services and assistance which
tl~e (’ongressimml  Research .Servlce  M otherwlw  tiuthnrized  to pro-
\.  ide to the Congress.

(I.-  ) N“othing  in this section shall  alter  or luodlfy  an~.  services or
responsibi]it  ies, other than those performed for the Office, which tl~e
( ‘ongrw=sionrrl  Resenr,,h  Ser\  i{Le  Ilt)der  18w performs for or (m  hehrrlf

hati es.
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~,f ttIP (\HIgrws. ‘llIe  l.IhrtirIaIl r s ,  how?ver.  Jrrtl,(,rizd to establish
w.]t lltn the (’oIIg I.ess Ion:[l  Rpseiir[,ll .Ser.\]~w  SII(, II addit  ionttl dlvlsicms.
,rr-~ups,  or Ot }i~r-  orfqln ]zat }onrtl vnt It ies  as ma}. Iw IIecfwsary  to CarryP
( IIlt t }1$1  pl I 1.:)()+ of t }1 1. i-d

((1 ) .~r~. ices i{I~d aslstar](e  lr]i{d~ av:lllah]e to the (Mice h)’ tl]e CoII-
gresslonal Research Serw’w in ii(W)rdrlrrCe  w itll this section may he
[~ro~ided  with or w]tllorrt  reinlbursement  from funds of the Office, w
Hgr.ee(j  llr]{~rl  bV, the  ]joa cd arl~i  the I.lbraria n of ( ‘(mgres~.

I-TILIZ.\TI(  11- ~ )F T}IE G}:x’  ~:R.\L  A{”(’( II--N  TI N-G ( )FFI(’};

,$IX 9. ( a ) F’IntiIIcINl  and administrate ik e Ser>’ices  ( including those
r t,lated  to budgeting. accollnt  ing. financial  reporting. persollllel.  rind
[)rw.llrerl]er]t  ) and sll,,h  othvr.  ser~,ices  as ma~, ht appropriate sh~l]  be
IJro\-lded  t)le  ( Mike  b] t}le  ( krleral  Accounting (Mice.

( b ) Such ser~icvs  and asslstanw  to thv  (Mice  shall  include. I)ut  not
IN llmited  to. al] of tile serll(.w and assistance wb]ch t}~c (ieneral
.iccountlng  otlice  IS oth~rwlst, authorized to provide to t}iv Congress.

( c ) >“oth lng in this wtlon shall alter or rnociif~” a:l~ sert”lces  or
responslbi  1 Ities. other than t}~ow~ performed for the  ( )tlw.  w}i i~h the
( ieneral  .-kccount  ing ofke  under law pvrforms  for or on behalf  of the
( ‘ong[ess.

( d ) +r”~’ices  and assistan~w  madt,  a}nllab]e  to the ( )flice b,v  t}le  Gen-
eral .kccount  ing ( Mice ) n accordance with t hls section ma.v be pr”o~.]ded
w It h or without rt.irnbursement  from f~mds  of t h~ ( )%hw.  as agrve{i
1] poll  b}. the l)oard and the ( ‘comptroller ( ~eneral.

( ( M IRl)l N’ ,ATI(  )> w“ITII  T? I}: X“ATIOX .\L s(’I}:X”(’E Fi IL”\ I) AT1(IX

SEC.  I(J.  ( a ) The office shall maintain a continuing liaison with the
X-iit iol~al  Science Foundation with respect t~

( 1 ) grants and contracts formulated or activated by the Foun-
dat ion which are for purposes of technology assessment; and

(2) the romotion  of coordination in areas of technolo~- assess
Tment, and t ]e a~oi~rm,ce  c)f  unnecessar~”  duplication or overlapping

of rwea  rch actl~-it  ies  m the de~’eloprrwllt  of tec}~nolog~  assessment
twhn  iquw  and programs.

(b) .Sectlon  3(b) of the National Scie]lce  Foundation Act of 1950,
w++  amended (4? 1-. S.(”. 1 H(Y! (b) ), is amended to read as follows:

.’(b) The l’oundation  is authorized to initiate and support specific
w ierrt  lfi(. tu,t  i \lt i~s in connection with mutters reli~ting  to international
i,fwp{.ratlorl, rl:lt  ional  securitj.,  and the  efiects  of scientific ap~~licat ions
IIpOII soc iet}-  h~. makl]lg  contracts or other ar. rangernerlts  (Including
~rallts,  ]{jilns,  aIld Ot }ler~ foI.rlls of assjstarlce  ) for,  the  conduct of such
acti~-lt ies. ~}”hen  init  iateci  or supported pursuant to requests made by
any  other l~t’derwl  department or agency. including the (Mice of Tech-
I iolog~ .issessrnent,  sII(,h act i ~.ities  shall be financed whenever feasible
from fllnds tratlsferrwl  to the F’ounciation by the requwting  official as
provided in section 14(  g), and an}  such activities shall be unclassified
:1 ]Id  sha] ! he ident itied b~ the I“oundtrtion as hei ng llndetiaken  at the
I vquest  of the n ppropri>]  te official .“’

SE(  . 11. “1’hp  of lice dial]  submit to the  (’orlgrws  arl amIIIril report

\i. t) Ic,})  shal I Inc]  llcfe.  bitt not he 1 I nlltt,d to. an e\ aluat ion of t~chrrolog)
:~sst,ssrne]lt  tech n i(l  U(,S  :Ind itfvllt Ificat  lorl. inwfar as nla~’  be fwsible.
of tv(lt  nologica  I 8 rwas  and programs req(l 1 ring flltll  IV  rinalj’sis. ,Sll~h
I’[,l)ort ‘.} 1:1 I I lx’ S11 hfrl ltt{’d  IInt I att’1’ t h;1 11 \ [ a rch 1 .-)  of each  I.e;{ r.

APPRoP3uAno??s

SEC. 12. (a) TO enable  the 05ce to carry out its powers and duties,
there is hereby authorized ti be appropriated to the Office, out of eAny
monev in the Treasurv  not otherwise armxmriated.  not to exceed
$5,006,000 in the aggre~ate  for the two f&al ~ears ending June 30,
1973, and June 30. 19’74,  and thereaftm such sums as may be neomea  .

(b) .4ppropriatiorrs  made pursuant to the authority provided%
subsection (a) shall remain available for obligation, for expendi-
tu~ or for obli  ation and expenditure for such period or periods as
may be specifie f in the Act mtdring  such appropriat~one.

A p p r o v e d  O c t o b e r  1 3 ,  1 9 7 2 .

LEGIS L4TIVE HISTORY:

HOLS E REPORTS : No. 92-469  ( Cam. on Sci eno e and Astronaut: cs
No.  92-1436 (Canrn.  of C o n f e r e n c e ) .

end

SENATE REW3RT No. 9?-1123 (Corm. on Rules and A&  irdstrati  on).
?ONGRESS  10NAL  RECOFUI,  Vol. 118 ( 1972):

Feb. 8, c onei  dered and passed HOUS e.
Sept. 14, 0 onsi dered  and p-ass ed Senate, emended.
Sept. 22, Senate agreed to ocnferenoe  report.
3ot . 4, House agreed to conference report.


