Contents

Chapter Page
Overview . . iX
1. Summary . . . . . . . . . . 3
2. Nature and Origins of Criminal History Records 21
3. Evolution to Computerized Criminal History Records . 31
4. Description of the National Crime Information Center in Context 39
5 NCIC Technology and Costs ... . . 51
6. Legal/Regulatory Framework for NCIC, Ident, and State CCH Systems 61
7. Use and Users of NCIC/CCH, Ident, and State CCH Systems . . . 77
8. Record Quality in Federal and State Criminal History Information Systems. 89
9. State and Local Management of Criminal History Information Systems 99
10. Major Structural Alternatives for a National Computerized Criminal

History System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109
11. Possible Impacts of a National CCH System on the Criminal Justice

Process . . . . . 125
12. Other Impact Areas Relevant to a National CCH System: Employment and

Licensure, Minority Groups, Federalism, Monitoring or Surveillance

Potential, and Constitutional Rights .................. 137
13. Congressional Policy Considerations, Part I . . . . 153
14. Congressional Policy Considerations, Part Il . ... ... ............ 167
Appendixes Page
A. Status of NCIC Hot Files . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. ... 191

B. State Officials Responding to OTA 50-State Survey Conducted in 1979-80 . . . 193
C. State Rep05|tory Officials Respondlng to OTA User Survey Conducted

in 1979 . . . .. . 195

D. State Officials Contacted in OTA FoIIowup Survey Conducted in

August 1982 . .. ... 197

Index . . . . . . . s 203

vii



