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Public Law 92-484
92nd Congress, H. R. 10243

October 13, 1972

An      Act
86 STAT* 797

TO establish an Office Of TechnologyAssessment for the Congress as ● id in
the Identification and consideration of existing and probable impacts of tech-
nological application; to ● mend the National Sciene Foundation Act of
1950; and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled That this Act may
he cited as the” Technology Assessment Act of 1972”.

FINDINGS AND DECLARATION OF PURPOSE

Sec. 2. The Congress hereby finds and declares that:
(a) As technology continues to change and expand rapidly, its

applications are--
(1) large and growing in scale; and
(2) increasing extensive, pervasive, and critical in their

impact, beneficial and adverse, on the natural and social
environment.

(b) Therefore, it is essential that to the fullest extent possible, the
consequences of technological applications be anticipated, understood,
and considered in determination of public policy on existing and
emerging national problems.

(c) The Congress further finds that :
(1) the Federal agencies presently responsible directly to the

Congress are not designed to provide the legislative branch with
adequate and timely information. independently developed
relating to the potential impact of technological applications,
and

(2) the present mechanisms of the Congress do not and are not
designed to provide the legislative branch with such information.

(d) Accordingly, it is necessary for the Congress
(1) equip itself with new and effective means for securing

competent. unbiased. information concerning the physical, bio-
Iogical, economic. social and political effects of such applications;
and

(2) utilize this information
factor in the Iegislative assess

, whenever appropriate as one

‘ent “f ‘atum ‘ Fedndi%$?%%%Congress particularly in those instances where the
ernment may be called u n to consider support for. or manage-

rment or regulations of. technological applications.

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE OFFICE OF TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT

SEC. 3. (a) In accordance with the findings and declaration of pur-
rpuce in section 2. there is hereby created the Office of Technology

Assessment (hereinafter referred to as the Office”) which shall be
within and responsible to the legislative branch of the Government.

(b) The Office shall consist of a Technology
7?’

Assessment Board
(hereinafter referred to as the “Board’”) whic shall formulate and
promulgate the policies of the Office, and a Director who shall carry
out such policies and administer the operations of the Office.

(c) The basic function of the Office shall be to provide early indica-
tions of the probable beneficial and adverse impacts of the applica-
t ions of technology

ConF
and to develop other coordinate, information which

may assist the
7

ongrvss.  Tn rarrying  out such function, the Office
shall:

( 1 ) identify existing or- probable impacts of technology or
technological programs;

Technology
Assessment Act
of 1972.

Technology
Assessment
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Duties.
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availability,

81 Stat. 54.

Membership.

v where possible asecertain cause-and-effect relationships;

(8) ldenti alternative technological methods of implementing

(4) identify alternative programs for achieving requisite
goals;

(5) make estimates and comparisons of the impacts of altern-
ative methods and programs

(6) present  findings of completed analyses to the appropriate
1 legislative   authorities;

(7) identify areas where additional research or data collection
is required to provide adequate support for the assessments
estimates described in paragraph (1) through (5) of this sub-
section; and

(8) undertake such additional associated activities as the
appropriate authorities specified under subsection (d) may direct-

(d) Assessment activities undertaken upon the request of:  

(l) the chairman of any standing, special, or select committee
of either House of the Congress or of any joint committee of
the Congress, acting for himself or at the request of the ranking
minority member or a majority of the committee members;

(2) the Board; or

L
(8) the Director, in consultation with the Board.

(e) Assessments made by the Office, inclnding information sur-
veys studies reports. and findings related thereto, shall be made
available to the initiating committee or other appropriate commit-

!tees of the Congress. In addition, an such in information, surveys,
studies~ reports, and findings produce by the Office may be made
available to the public except where

[1
Y(1) to do so would violate security statutes; or

(2)  the Board considers it necessary or advisable to withhold
such information in accordance with one or more of the numbered
Paragraphs in section 552(b) of title 5, United States Code.

Technology ASSESSMENT Board

Sec. 4. (a) The Board shall consist of thirteen members as follows:
(I) six Members of the senate, appointed by the President

pro tempera of the Senate, three from the majority party ● nd
three from the minority party;

(2) six Members of the House of Representatives  appointed by
ssithe peaker of the House of Representative three from the

majority
( t l ? r

y and three from the minority party; and
8) e “rector, who shall not be a voting member.

(b) ‘vancies in the membership of the Board shall not ● ffect the
power of the remain”

i
members to execute the functions of the Board

and shall be filled in  the same mannner as in the case of the original
appointment.

(c) The Board shall select a chairman and a vice chairman from
among its members at the beginning of each Conress. The vice chair-
man shall act in the place and stead-of the chairman in the absence of
the chairman. The chairmanship and the vice chai
alternate between the Senate and the House of Represen

rmanhip shall
tatives with

each Congress The chairman during each even-numbed Congress
shall be selected by the Members of the House of Representatives  o n
the Board from among their number. The vice chairman during each
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shall be chosen in the came manner from that House of

Congress other than the House  of congress of which the chairman is
(d) The Board_ is authorized to sit and act at such places and times meetings.

during the Sessions, recesses, and adjourned ~ .

= “ b0 L ” & ” ? f : : : L 5 2n & :~ - ~ T s
boo4 pa- and documenq to ~rmO+*d+lirpw
timq to * such teatimony, to procure

“’J’=”%%=;and to* such expenditure u it - admsabl~
make mch rules mi~ ite organization aad procedure ae it &me
neoemmy except that no recommendation ddl be reported fmm the
Board unk a majority of the 130erd mt Subpenu  mey be M
over the signature of the cheirman of the Wad or of ● y voting mem-
her designated by him or by the Boud  and nm he served by such

k
Lmm or pereone as mA be deeignsted & euch c irman or member.

chairman of the Lrd or any vtiing  mesnher thereof may
ndminieter  aatha or allkmatiane to witneaea

Dxwxmlx  Am)  ImPrrr  IxXMmw

ilk.  %. (s)  %  Director of the O&E of Techn~@Y ~ent
skll be appointed by the Roerd  and ehall  serve for ● term ?f xix
yearn unb eooner removed b the Boerd. He shall receive tic pay

/’at the rate provided for leve III of the Exeeutive  ● SAednle under
mtion 5814 of title 5, United States Code.

(b) In addition to the powers and dutiea  X in him by this Act,
the Director till exmciee such powers  and duties u may bP delegated
tohim th6Boerd.

(c) ?%e Director mav a point with the appnwal of the Bmr4 ●

rDeputy Director who &l
r

rform such functions as the Director
may preecribe and who Ad be Acting Director during the aknce
or incapacity of the Director or in the event of a tmcuq in the 06ce
of Director. The De utv Dim@or  shall receive Mc pay at the rate

$provided for level I 0{ the Ikecutivn .Schodule unckr  sertion 6815  of
title 5. L’nited States Code.

(d) Witheq the Diqr nor the Deputy Director shall c- in

% h % & = ~f i O n’ ” ”p i -’ t k W O f~u~ Dmctor,  - the cue mey be; nor ehall *“
Director or Deputy “r@m, exceptowith  the ● pprov+ 0! the Boenl,
hold q olllce w+ or act m an C8
or inetltution  mth which &e &?#&%&%%%%%%%
amangrment  nnder  this Act-

Aur31mrm  * Txx C-(X

SIC. 6. (s) The OIEce shall have the authority, within the limits of
available ● p ropriationq to de ●ll things

!
~qy to carry out the

provisions o this Art, including. hut withent hemg  limibd tq the
authorit  b

(J nuke full “m of Competmt p?rmnlw 1 and or#z8tiaQa
outside the = public or prim
tack fo= or make  ~her

(9) *r into contmA8 ~or @Jker a
~ for the conduct of the work JE!’aS’with  &y a@ency
or mstnmwntality  of the Unitd  f#st~  with any ,%t*,  t?mt~,

MO**.

Subpam.

AppoAntmo14.

capolm@*iam.

83 S-t.  863.

hplwun
rutmow

Contlmdh
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or -on  or epyo  politioal euMivb~adtbeqof$  or with any
=rfim~~~ Corporstli

%0
uc8tlod inetitutio@

ut roimburermen~ wi u t
Y

rfomance  or other
bun 8nd Without  rqard to eeotion 37000  * Revimd ti~

3(41 .Sc. 5) ;

‘8) -d-p’’’?%Z%*%’&’&%&wfwfto +Iogy ~

T
8648 of the Revised Statuta

~ ! d u * w -
81 U.s.c.  599);
Volllntuyd ~ -

neomuy  for the oond~  of the work of tlp &%e
md. ‘l’Ovid@ transpor&tiom and ~ m authomsed by

80 S*%.  4$9J mctaomi  670$ of title 5, United Stata  Q for pemm  eerving
93 SM. 190. witkut  comPen6atia*

(5) acquire by pur&r+ ~ loaq or gi~ md hold and die-

Kle ~qfororresulting  from r&%?#&ri~
. of by ~ Ieaeq or 10U+ d ~

- M b Act; and
(6) prescribe euoh rules  and regul+iti~f  a#t_t necemuy

T
V-thtl  operation ando

Rnoldkoantlw (b Contmotore end other  ~=~ into oontmcte and other

Owpentiolb

Poa901mol
ddail.

?kborohip.

to Under Uiieeectlon Whioh  lnvoh’e Ooda to UKJ GommUMnt%%%&in  ouch booke and mlatad reoorde  u will faCilitataepMM&-
tive ● dit in 8uoh detail and in euoh mumer

z.>”bv&E2&”&$’c<”LF&4
of the dads or eny of t+eir,duly  ● thorized mpresentsti~

Underthis A& E80h  6uoh
the.  infonxuti~

T
ioq

~ dimotly  to OfI&e u n ite reqwk
(e) On requeet  of the O&e+ the !&d of any executive de

~q may H with or wkhout  mimbumemen
MI to uaiet the O& in c8rrying out ite funcAn8

(f) The Director ehall,inaecordubce withsuoh polickaethe~”
UhBu reecribe, ● ppoht A fix the oom~on of euoh’@’eoW
InAy & n~ to cnrry out the provwkms of this Act.

ZUTA5LISXMEHT OPmm Tccmmmar  ~ AovImnY  Coulrcm

~rc 7 .  a) T h e  OtEce shall *blieh a Tdmo Aemmment
& vAdvisory ouncil (hereinafter mfermd to AO the u mnciln). The

Council 6h8U becompcmed of the folloyingtwelve  membere:
(1) ten membemfrom thapublqtobe appointed the+rd.

kwho elull be pemone eminent in oneoor  more flelde of
biologkd or eocial ecienma or

ph~cal,
engmee~ or ex~rienced  n b

8dminietfion  of technological eotiviti or wlw may be judged
pli.ded on tk lmis of rmtributione 3 to educ8tiond or pub
ho ectivitiee;

JJgf-~;k-’d; “d”r of the ( ongwesmrml  Reecmrch Service of the
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(1~] Tk COuncil  u
P

quest by the kk+, ehall-
(1) review  an meke mcanmandatlam to & Bo@rd m 84v-

itiaa undertaken by the OIBce or OQ the initiatk thereof in
acmrdance  w i th  sec t ion  8 (d ) ;  .

(i?) I’OVi@W  end make ~tothewmtbe
tidings  of eny esmemmt made by or for the OMoe* and

- (8) undertake auoh  additiond rekt@d taeka as tk &vi IWy
dimcL

(c) The counal“  b y  nmjori~ V* ahd elect frcun ~ta memti~
a point+  under aukim (a) (1) of thin aactkn  ● CkWnUI
J%Urman , who ahBll serve for euoh time uid under eu@ oondi-
ti: u the council may praecrih In the dsence of the 0
in the event of his incapacity, the Vice Ch&mn shelled:

9

(’hsirmen.
-.

d) The term Of & of each member Of the ~
!)

“ qJ)Oiilti

U
un er subaa+cm (& 1 shall  be four  yeU’S exoapt  thk q S@

Y
member ● p a Vacency Ooourring  prior to the eqmtaon
o~rbbxmn  r which hiepmdaceuor wus pointed ehdl  ha appoiutad

remainder of such tam No Lbe Sppointed s mmlbar
of the Ckmnoil Jlnder “on (a. (1) more than twica Ternm of the
~~*;~&-=~~~&y&=$~

(e)(1) The membem of the Council othe~*ti~~_u
under aubeection  (s) (1) till raceive  no

3membere of the Council. but ahsll be SIIOW necesaa
;“”=(or, in the alternative, mil~ fw~~~o:~n~el owned v

and ● per diem in lieu of euba@ence dbed
in *ione 57fE2 and 5704 of title 5, United States C*% ‘A &her
neceesa~ expeneea incurred by them in the perhnance of duties
veeted  m the Council. without regard to the pmviaione of mlbchapter  1
of chapter 57 d section 57S1 of title 5. United States ~and regula-
tions promulgated thereunder.

(2) Themembemofthe  Cmmcil ap intedunderaubaectmn
%

“  (s)(1)
&l receive compensation for each

T
engaged in the actual  p.

nnance of duties vested in the Camci at rates of pay not in exa

Genaal S&dub of section .5839(s)  of title 5, I&ad Stetem Code,
of& &ilv equivalent of the hiuheet  rate of bic Y S& * b b

and in addition ehdl be mimbureed for travel, mhaisbnm andother
naceaarv expenses in the mwmer  provided for Other membme of  tk
Guncil  under peragraph (1) of thiseubemtion.

SW. U. (B) To carry out the objeotivea of this Act, the Libmrian of
(’amgreea is *llthOd.d to mdce 8VUbbk to the @be Such  aarvk end
Ilseietance  of &l c,ongmaeional  Rrnmh .Service as msy b sppmpri-
ate snd feasible. - .- -

()b kh eervicea  and “anutake mub available to* OIBoe eimll
inc ud~ but. not be limited @ all of the services and aa@anoa which

CUtiu.

Chimall  ad
Vioo  MImmh

Tom 0?
OmO..

Tnvol upomo8.

80 std. 498J
83 Stit. 190.
5 tsc 5701.

Capamdhab

the co”%’-” ional Rawch .Rervica  is othwwiaa  authorized te pro-
vide t o t  C%ngreaa.

(c) Nothing in this section ehall alter or modify any aarvkea or
respmaibiliti other than than  performed for the O&e+ which the

%(Ymgrmiond  eaaarrh .Servim under law perfonnn for or on lmhalf
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Soimtifio
progms,
rimming.
92 .%8** 360.

64 Std. 156;
32 Stat. 365.
42 KC 1873.

of the (’ongreas.  The librarian is, however, tiuthorized to establish
within ths Congressional Research Service such additional diviaions,
grou , or other or

r 1?
nizational  entitiee as may bP neccmary  to carry

f~ut,  t e purpose of t is +ct.
(d) 5ervIcea  and aesl~nceemwde avnilable  to the Ot3ce by the Con-

p~oMl R=mh.  Servwe.m accordance with this section ma y be
prov~ded  with or without rcnmburaement  from funda of the (ltli~ aa
agreed  upon by the Board and the Librarian of (lmg~

171TLIZAT10N’  OF THE  OEN-F3AL ACCOUN.TXSO  OFF’N’E

SEC. O.  (a) Financial and administrative services (includin~  thotw
related to budgeting, accounting, financial re tiing,  personnel, and
procurement) and such other services as may c appropriate shall be
provided the Otliceby  the General Accountm  05ca

(b) Such emwicea and assistance to the &ce shall include, but not
be limited to, all of the services and assistance which the General
Accountin  O&c is otherwise ● uthorized to provide to the Congresa.

K(c) Not mg in this acction shall alter or modify any aervicea or
rvsponaibilitieq  other than those

r
rformed for the OfBce, which the

General Accounting O&J under aw performa for or on behalf of the
(%33 resa.

($ services and assistance made available to the Otlice  by the Gen-
eral Accounting O&e in accordance with this section mav be provided
with or without reimbursement from funds of the Oi&. as agreed
upon by the Board and the Comptroller General.

(’4MIRDINAT14}S”  WITH  T}II! NATIONAL SC11!NC3! SW) UNDAYION.

5hw. 10. (a) The Oflice aid maintain ● continuing liaison with the
National Science Foundation with respect to-

(1) grants and contracta formulated or activated ~{ttim~oun-
dation which are for purpcm+ of technol~ ameasm
~~a~~~~;~;~~~~lnation ina~oftechnol ;  ~.

‘%mumxmry dupkation or over appimg
of remarch activities in the development of technology aemmment
technique and pm  m~

r(b) Section 3(b) oft e National Science Foundation Act of 1950~
as amended 49 U.S.C.  1862(b  ), ia amended to read as follows:

kb’(b) The ‘oundation is auLorised  to initiah and support  apeciflc
scientdic activitiaa  in connection with matters relating to international
cooperation, national eecurity,  and the td?ecta of acimtific ap~liationa
up-m atxiety  by making contracts or other armngemente  (mclud.
gran~ 10s

R%l
3and other forms of aaaistance)  for the conduct of au

wtivitiea. en initiated or supported purauant to mqucxds made by

t’
Jm other Federal department or agenc , including the 05CQJ of Tech-
no ogy Aaaeaam fent, such activities shal be financed whenever feasible
from funds transferred to the Foundation by the requdng ofRcial  as
provided in section 14( ), and any such activities shall be unclassified

fond shall he identified y the Foundation as being  undertaken at the
request of the appmprinte  otllcial.”’

.\ NW?AL  REP03rr

Sm.. 11. The OUice shall submit to the Con- an annual m. R
r%-hich shall include. but not h limited to. an evaluation of tachno ogy

iisaeaament techniques tmd identification, insofar ns may Lw feasible,
of tcchnologicnl  arvaa  and programs requiring future anal-yeia.  Such
Ixpti zANII k submitted not later thun Narch  15 of esch yenr.
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Appropriations

Sec 12. (a) To enable the Office to carry out its powers and duties
them is hereby authorized to be appropriated to the Ofice, out of

in the Treasury not otherwise  app a
&%&OO  in the ag#ega ~%cal

appropriated,  to
ta for the two

1* and Jtana  SO, 1 ~ and tbedter
~ _ June 80,

auch auma aa may ba
(b) Appro nationa made purauui

7
t to the authori@ s%?%

aahxdon (8 . shall rem8in ~wdakde f o r  obligati r  tqendi-
*or for  ob

Y
3ion and expenditure for auch @. or perioda  u

may  be apsciil in tha Act making aucb ● pproprldaona
A p p r o v e d  O c t o b e r  1 3 ,  1 9 7 2 .

LmIsLmvs  ms?’mvs

HXJSE RSPORTSS  No.  92d69 ( C a m .  oa Soiamo ~ Ast romutios)  d

[
N o .  92d43d  C-. of Conforonoo).

SENATE RSFORT No. 92.1123 C-. on MU and hinirbmtion).
201@~SIONAL  REcORD, Vol. llS (1972)8

F o b .  8, OOMidOFOd  Uld tiSOd *ISO.
Sopt.14J  oomldorcd  d pa,sod s-to,  ammhd.
scpt.22,  soMt* -d t o  Oontazwmo rapcu%
%’4.  4, Nowo  agrood  to Oonforomo  r e p o r t .
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