
Final postmark or electronic submission deadline is November 1, 2011, for Restrictive Early Action and  
January 1, 2012, for Regular Decision. 

We encourage applicants to submit their portion of the Regular Decision application by December 15, 2011.

Have you previously applied for admission to Princeton?	  Yes    No	 If so, for what year of entry?

Name	  Male    Female

	 last / family	 first	 middle 	 Jr., etc.

Date of birth				    E-mail address	  

	 month / day / year	

Permanent home address

		  number and street, apartment number

 

	 city or town	 state or province	 country	 zip / postal code

Home phone	 U.S. Social Security Number

	 area code / number (please do not include country code)	 (if you have one)

Current secondary school

		  school name

 

    city or town	 state or province	 country

Choose a PIN

	 I authorize my secondary school(s) and Princeton University to communicate fully and frankly with each other 
regarding any aspect of my application, admission or enrollment, up to and through my matriculation at Princeton 
University, including, but not limited to, verification of information provided in my application; my academic 
performance; behavior that brings into question my honesty, maturity, or moral character; and Princeton’s decision 
regarding my application. 

	 Signature	 Date

Please choose a four-digit number and enter it in the boxes at right.

PLEASE NOTE: You must provide a PIN here on your application or you will not be 
permitted to check the status of your application or view your decision online. It 
will not be possible to submit a PIN after you have submitted your application.

You will use this number to log into our website (www.princeton.edu/admission) to check the status of your application. 
The first time you log in you will be asked to select a password to replace this PIN. Later on, you may log in to find out if we 
have received all of the required pieces of your application. At the end of the process, you will have the option to check your 
decision online. 

Be sure to keep a copy of this PIN in a safe place; we will not be able to retrieve this information for you.
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Supplement to the Common Application Class of 2016



Preliminary Academic Interests
Which degree would you most likely pursue at Princeton? Your choice is not binding in any way.

Certificate Programs
In addition to majoring in one of the departments listed above, many students also choose to complete one or more 
certificate programs. In some cases they constitute a focus within a particular department (e.g., the creative writing track in 
English); in other cases they are interdisciplinary (e.g., environmental studies). Programs award a certificate of proficiency. 
If, in addition to the choices of major you indicated above, you also have an interest in any of the programs listed below, 
please indicate the three in which you are most interested at this time. Again, your choices are not binding in any way.

African American Studies
African Studies
American Studies
Applications of Computing
Applied and Computational 
Mathematics
Architecture and Engineering
Biophysics
Contemporary European Politics  
and Society
Creative Writing
Dance
East Asian Studies
Engineering and Management Systems
Engineering Biology
Engineering Physics
Environmental Studies

European Cultural Studies
Finance
Gender and Sexuality Studies
Geological Engineering
Global Health and Health Policy
Hellenic Studies
Information Technology and Society
Jazz Studies
Judaic Studies
Language and Culture
Latin American Studies
Latino Studies
Linguistics
Materials Science and Engineering
Medieval Studies
Musical Performance
Near Eastern Studies

Neuroscience
Planets and Life
Quantitative and Computational 
Biology
Robotics and Intelligent Systems
Russian and Eurasian Studies
South Asian Studies
Sustainable Energy
Teacher Preparation
Theater
Translation and Intercultural 
Communication
Urban Studies 
Values and Public Life
Visual Arts
Woodrow Wilson School of Public and 
International Affairs

1. 2. 3. 

Anthropology

Architecture

Art and Archaeology

Astrophysical Sciences

Chemistry

Classics

Comparative Literature

Computer Science

East Asian Studies

Ecology and Evolutionary 
Biology

Economics

English

French and Italian

Geosciences

German

History

Mathematics

Molecular Biology	

Music

Near Eastern Studies

Philosophy

Physics

Politics

Psychology

Religion

Slavic Languages and 
Literatures

Sociology

Spanish and Portuguese 
Languages and Cultures

Woodrow Wilson School 
of Public and International 
Affairs

Chemical and Biological 
Engineering

Civil and Environmental 
Engineering

Computer Science

Electrical Engineering

Mechanical and Aerospace 
Engineering

Operations Research and 
Financial Engineering

A.B. departments B.S.E. departments

1. 2. 3. 

  A.B.  – 	Bachelor of Arts 
(arts and pure 
sciences)

What programs of study do you think you would like to follow at Princeton? Please indicate the three departments in which 
you are most interested at this time. Your choices are not binding in any way. Your preferences simply give us an idea of 
what your academic interests are at this time.

  B.S.E.  – 	Bachelor of Science in Engineering 
(engineering and applied sciences)

	 If you select B.S.E., please complete the 
engineering essay on page 6.

  Undecided
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 	Dance 

 	Theater 

 	Visual arts                                    
	 n o t e  m e d i u m

 	Architecture

Please check your medium:

This arts supplement is for students who have devoted a significant amount of time and energy to one or more of these art forms 
and who wish to have their work considered as part of their application. 
•	 Please label all parts of your supplement with your full name, address, and high school.
•	 Send this form along with your materials to the Office of Admission—not to the various arts departments.
•	 Attach a résumé that summarizes your experience as well as years studied, arts programs attended, names of teachers/

groups worked with, repertoire studied (if applicable), and awards won. If you wish, you may also attach a recommendation from 
an instructor familiar with your work. 

•	 Please send copies only. We cannot return submitted materials.
•	 We can only evaluate submissions that fall into the media listed below.
•	 We are unable to evaluate materials on websites or samples submitted via e-mail.

Final postmark or electronic submission deadline is November 1, 2011, for Restrictive Early Action and January 1, 2012, for 
Regular Decision. We encourage applicants to submit their portion of the Regular Decision application by December 15, 2011.

 	 Creative writing                                
	 n o t e  m e d i u m

 	 Music                                             
	 n o t e  i n s t r u m e n t  o r  v o c a l  p a r t

	  	 Classical instrumental  
		 (except piano)

Name	
	 last / family	 first	 middle 	 Jr., etc.

Permanent home address
		  number and street, apartment number

	 city or town	 state or province	 country	 zip / postal code

Home phone	 E-mail address
	 area code / number (please do not include country code)	

Current secondary school
		  school name

Dance
Include a DVD of one or more solo 
performance(s) of contrasting styles and/
or of your choreography (no more than five 
minutes total). Please do not submit group 
work unless you have a prominently featured 
solo, or are the choreographer. On-campus 
auditions are not offered; however, if you are 
able to visit campus while classes are in 
session, contact the dance program office 
during business hours at (609) 258-8562 for 
a meeting and/or opportunity to participate 
in a class.

Theater
Include a videotape or DVD of two 
monologues of contrasting styles. Please 
introduce yourself at the beginning of the 
tape. Playwrights should submit one play, 
and designers should submit a portfolio 
(photographs preferred). If you are able to 
visit campus while classes are in session, 
contact the theater program office during 
business hours at (609) 258-7810 to 
schedule a meeting. On-campus auditions 
are not offered.

Visual Arts
Painting, drawing, photography, and sculpture 
can be evaluated in 35mm slides, 8x10-inch 
printouts, or on a CD. On a CD, submit 20 
images formatted as jpegs no larger than 
900 x 700 pixels at 100 dpi. Each image 
should be labeled with your initials followed 
by a number 1–20 (example: BJA01.jpg) and 

placed in a folder labeled last name, first 
name, middle name (example: Ader, Bas Jan). 
For film and video work, submit up to 15 
minutes of excerpts on VHS or DVD or a 
script, and clearly note your role in the 
production. Please test your digital materials 
to make sure they are viewable in their 
entirety before submitting them. 

Architecture
Submit samples of your work in architecture 
or design, including blueprints/plans, drawings, 
and/or photographs. The department prefers 
that these samples be in the form of 
portfolios rather than CDs, DVDs, or 3-D 
models.

Creative Writing
Include a portfolio of your work in any or all of 
the following media, totaling no more than five 
pages: poetry, short stories, novel excerpts, 
and translations. Please do not submit 
journalism samples or complete books.

Music
Please send submissions in the form of CDs 
(preferred) or cassette tapes; no videotapes 
or DVDs. If you are able to visit campus 
and would like to schedule a live hearing, 
please call (609) 258-6078 to arrange an 
appointment. It is not necessary to submit a 
CD and schedule a live hearing. See below 
for specific portfolio recommendations.
Classical instrumental (except piano): 
Include a 10- to 15-minute submission of 
advanced solo work that shows contrasting 

examples of expression and technique. Please 
do not submit orchestral or ensemble work 
unless you have a prominently featured solo.

Jazz instrumental, composition, or voice: 
Include a 10- to 15-minute submission of 
advanced solo work. Please do not submit 
orchestral or ensemble work unless you have  
a prominently featured solo.
Piano: 
Include a submission of works that best 
demonstrate your level of technical and 
musical accomplishment, preferably including 
one of each of the following:

• The 48 preludes and fugues of J.S. Bach
• The first movement of a sonata by Mozart, 
Beethoven, or Haydn
• Any 19th- or 20th-century solo work, not 
concerti

Classical voice: 
Include a submission (no more than 10 
minutes) of two songs from the classical 
literature in contrasting styles that best 
demonstrate your level of technical and 
musical accomplishment. For example, the  
two selections might be an Italian art song  
and a German lied. Please do not submit 
ensemble work unless you have a prominently 
featured solo.
Composition: 
Include a clean score and, if possible, a 
performance/MIDI realization of the composition.

	  	 Jazz instrumental, composition,  
		 or voice

	  	 Piano

	  	 Classical voice

	  	 Composition

Optional Arts Form Class of 2016



A Few Details

Your favorite book:

Your favorite website:

Your favorite recording:

Your favorite source of inspiration:

Your favorite line from a movie or book (and its title):

Your favorite movie:

Two adjectives your friends would use to describe you:

Your favorite keepsake or memento:

Your favorite word:

Please tell us how you have spent the last two summers (or vacations between school years), including any jobs you have 
held, if not already detailed on the Common Application.

Summers
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Engineering Essay
If you are interested in pursuing a B.S.E. (Bachelor of Science in Engineering) degree, please write an essay describing 
why you are interested in studying engineering, any experiences in or exposure to engineering you have had, and how 
you think the programs in engineering offered at Princeton suit your particular interests.



Essay: Your Voice  

In addition to the essay you have written for the Common Application, please select one of the following themes and write 
an essay of about 500 words in response. Please do not repeat, in full or in part, the essay you wrote for the Common 
Application.

1.	 	 Tell us about a person who has influenced you in a significant way.

2.	 	 Using the statement below as a starting point, tell us about an event or experience that helped you 
define one of your values or changed how you approach the world.

“Princeton in the Nation’s Service” was the title of a speech given by Woodrow Wilson on the 
150th anniversary of the University. It became the unofficial Princeton motto and was expanded 
for the University’s 250th anniversary to “Princeton in the nation’s service and in the service of all 
nations.”

Woodrow Wilson, Princeton Class of 1879, served on the faculty and was Princeton’s 
president from 1902–1910.

3.	 	 Using the following quotation from “The Moral Obligations of Living in a Democratic Society” as a starting 
point, tell us about an event or experience that helped you define one of your values or changed how you 
approach the world. 

“Empathy is not simply a matter of trying to imagine what others are going through, but having 
the will to muster enough courage to do something about it. In a way, empathy is predicated  
upon hope.” 

Cornel West, Class of 1943 University Professor in the Center for African American 
Studies, Princeton University 

4.	 	 Using a favorite quotation from an essay or book you have read in the last three years as a starting 
point, tell us about an event or experience that helped you define one of your values or changed how you 
approach the world. Please write the quotation at the beginning of your essay.
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Essay



Essay: Your Voice  

In addition to the essay you have written for the Common Application, please select one of the following themes and write 
an essay of about 500 words in response. Please do not repeat, in full or in part, the essay you wrote for the Common 
Application.

1.	 	 Tell us about a person who has influenced you in a significant way.

2.	 	 Using the statement below as a starting point, tell us about an event or experience that helped you 
define one of your values or changed how you approach the world.

“Princeton in the Nation’s Service” was the title of a speech given by Woodrow Wilson on the 
150th anniversary of the University. It became the unofficial Princeton motto and was expanded 
for the University’s 250th anniversary to “Princeton in the nation’s service and in the service of all 
nations.”

Woodrow Wilson, Princeton Class of 1879, served on the faculty and was Princeton’s 
president from 1902–1910.

3.	 	 Using the following quotation from “The Moral Obligations of Living in a Democratic Society” as a starting 
point, tell us about an event or experience that helped you define one of your values or changed how you 
approach the world. 

“Empathy is not simply a matter of trying to imagine what others are going through, but having 
the will to muster enough courage to do something about it. In a way, empathy is predicated  
upon hope.” 

Cornel West, Class of 1943 University Professor in the Center for African American 
Studies, Princeton University 

4.	 	 Using a favorite quotation from an essay or book you have read in the last three years as a starting 
point, tell us about an event or experience that helped you define one of your values or changed how you 
approach the world. Please write the quotation at the beginning of your essay.
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Essay



A Few Details

Your favorite book:

Your favorite website:

Your favorite recording:

Your favorite source of inspiration:

Your favorite line from a movie or book (and its title):

Your favorite movie:

Two adjectives your friends would use to describe you:

Your favorite keepsake or memento:

Your favorite word:

Please tell us how you have spent the last two summers (or vacations between school years), including any jobs you have 
held, if not already detailed on the Common Application.

Summers
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Engineering Essay
If you are interested in pursuing a B.S.E. (Bachelor of Science in Engineering) degree, please write an essay describing 
why you are interested in studying engineering, any experiences in or exposure to engineering you have had, and how 
you think the programs in engineering offered at Princeton suit your particular interests.




