The Anatomy of Blogging

« What is a blog?

 Where do blogs come from?
 Who blogs?

 Why blog?

 What makes a blog a blog?
 Where to blog?

« How to blog?

 And - blogs at Princeton?

Picture from jill/txt's previous site design - still there in the archives, see
for example this post:
- http://huminf.uib.no/~jill/archives/working_in_a_university/does_
blogging_count_as_scholarship.html




What is a blog?

— Frequent, often daily entries

— Displayed in reverse chronological order
— Links, often with commentary

— Pictures, personal and not

— Thoughts, ideas, personal reflections — often on
what other bloggers also reflected on

— For one blogger it's her “external memory”: Weez
(weez.oyzon.com)

— Reactions to current events,

— Record of how someone copes with a difficult
situation

— Whatever the blogger’'s wants...



http://weez.oyzon.com/
http://weez.oyzon.com/

What else makes a blog?

« Only appears to be diary-like...

 Real power of blogs in their networked
nature:

— Links aren’t presented in isolation
but placed into new context, which
Is often explained with commentary

— Commenting on other blogs
— Trackback pings

— Blogrolls

— RSS feeds and aggregators




Where do blogs come from?

* A Dbrief history...

— Term ‘weblog’ coined in 1997; word ‘blog’ came
Into use in 1999, with breaking of phrase ‘weblog’
into ‘we blog’

— Blogging really took off with creation of Blogger in
1999 by Pyra

 Works with any browser

« Simple interface doesn’t impose content
limitations and invites users to write and post
anything that occurs to them

e Then: 9/11...

 The Iraq conflict — and the famous Salaam Pax
blog

« Now: a campaign tool...

e See: Rebecca Blood’s article
(www.rebeccablood.net/essays/weblog history.h

tml)


http://www.blogger.com/start
http://www.rebeccablood.net/essays/weblog_history.html
http://www.rebeccablood.net/essays/weblog_history.html
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Who blogs?

A few blogs...:

Politics - Daily Kos (dailykos.com) and Instapundit
(instapundit.com)

Personal-professional journals of academics, like
scribblingwoman (www.unbsj.ca/arts/english/jones/mt) and
Easily Distracted, or software professionals mezzoblue
(mezzoblue.com) (www.mezzoblue.com)

Researchers who research networked art, literature and - blogs:
Jill/txt (huminf.uib.no/~jill)

Accounts of a personal journey, like one adjunct professor’s
decision to leave academia: Invisible Adjunct
(wwwe.invisibleadjunct.com)

Collection of fun/funny links BoingBoing (boingboing.net)

Literary works re-published in daily installments, like Mark
Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court
(www.unpopularculture.org) or Sei Shonagon’s medieval
Japanese diary the Pillow Book, translated into English by the
blogger Pillow Talk (blog.simon-cozens.org/shonagon)

Group blogs, like Crooked Timber (www.crookedtimber.org),
maintained by a group of academics — or in a specific field like
the rhetoric, technology and pedagogy group blog Kairosnews
(kairosnews.orq)

And many, many personal blogs that combine elements from all
of the above... and these are just the ones in English!
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What makes a blog a blog?
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What makes a blog a blog?
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What makes a blog a blog?

Document: Done

Resistance is futile; yvou will be cute.

Two Borg stories, neither of which I would have
blogged alone, but ... well it's just eerie, that's all.

Even sweeter than those little Borg babies+
fishtanks: the Borg assimilate My Little Pony (via
Boing Boing).

And, ancther reason to be an atheist (via
Wierdwriter).
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Isabella posts about the same story I linked to in a
smart-alecky way, a couple of days ago: the story
about women listing books that changed their lives.
She has some trouble coming up with such watershed
books, though she does manage to find a few. 1
wonder, after reading her post, if it is not the books
themselves that are so memorable but rather our state
of mind when we read them. That is not to say that
these books — in my case, Doris Lessing's Martha
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Where to blog?

e Hosted services:
— Blogger
— TypePad
— LiveJournal
— Radio Userland...

« With your own software installation:
— Movable Type
— WordPress
— Blogger
— on a server here or with a hosting service,
like bloghosts.com
« At Princeton — for teaching and
research




How to blog?

e See, for example:

— blog ethics from Rebecca Blood:
http://www.rebeccablood.net/handbook
/lexcerpts/weblog ethics.html

— How to blog-socialize:
http://careo.elearning.ubc.ca/cqi-
bin/wiki.pl?Blogshop/SocialBlogging

— Evaluating student blogging (from
Dennis Jerz):
http://blogs.setonhill.edu/DennisJerz/E
L266/2004/004079.php
(see also:
http://jerz.setonhill.edu/weblog/permali
nk.jsp?id=2792)

— Writing good blogs:
http://www.blogwidow.com/articles/writ
Ing good blogs.shtml
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And - blogs at Princeton?

You can request blogs for research, teaching and academic
programs at http://www.princeton.edu/hcrs/blog-request-
form.shtml

For assistance with these blogs, email blogs@princeton.edu
And some of the blog-help bounty on the Web:
— Blogger knowledge at the blogger website

— Learning Movable Type (www.elise.com/mt, also for
\é\llordP)ress, and - Elise Bauer also has a great recipes
0g...

— Any and all support forums
— Blogshop: http://jade.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/blogshop/

— Creating a blog with Movable Type
http://www.tokyoshoes.com/blogclass/

— Blogging 101:
http://www.unc.edu/%7Ezuiker/blogging101/index.html

— Movable Type templates tutorial:

http://diveintomark.org/archives/2003/04/09/movable type
templates tutorial
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