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Comparison of predictions with outcomes, 2004







Myths of Campaign 2008

ÅThe closeness of the race

ÅDisaffected Hillary Clinton supporters

ÅThe (in)effectiveness of Sarah Palin

ÅThe cell-phone and Bradley effects

ÅBarack Obamaôs religion



Final outcome: Kerry 252 EV, Bush 286 EV





Election Eve polls predicted outcomes ï

but underpredicted the margins of victory



The Power Of Polls Alone



Undersampling of the cell-phone-only population in 2008

Pew Center



Discrepancies from polls for African-American candidates

in U.S. gubernatorial and Senate races

Dan Hopkins



Anatomy of a false belief

ÅMixture of true and false statements

ÅAppeal to emotion (often fear or disgust)

ÅRepetition of the false statement

ÅTime
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