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New Graduate Trustee

The Joy of Teaching

hey precepted, ran labs and mentored undergraduates, and they

loved doing it: they’re this year’s recipients of the Excellence in Teach-

ing Awards. The departments propose candidates for these annual
honors and the Dean’s Office selects five winners, each of whom receives
$1,000. The Association of Princeton Graduate Alumni (APGA) funds four
of the awards, while the fifth is sponsored by the Friends of the International
Center and goes to an international student.

Two different departments nominated J. Tyler Dickovick (Woodrow Wilson
School, second year) for an APGA teaching award: his own and the Depart-
ment of Politics, where he precepted two courses. When Dickovick finished
his last lecture, his students gave him a warm round of applause. He was
unable to attend the award ceremony but he wrote that he’d found teaching

awonderful experience; he also expressed appreciation for

the fact that Princeton, one of the world’s top research uni-
versities, takes its reputation as a teaching college so seriously. Dickovick has
two bachelor’s degrees from the Wharton School, one in ecomomics and the
other in international relations, and has worked for the Peace Corps in Togo,
West Africa.

Mark Samuel Gilzenrat (Psychology, third year) was highly recommended by
students as well as professors. One student wrote that “he makes lab, dreaded
and avoided by most of us for years, into an activity that we find useful... and
therefore enjoy[able].” Gilzenrat also precepted and wrote teaching material.

Continued on page 2
Teaching award winners (left)
Wilasa Vichit-Vadakan (Civil and
Environmental Engineering) and
Marah Gubar (English)



A Resolution from the Asso-
ciation of Princeton Graduate
Alumni Expressing Apprecia-
tion to the Board of Trustees
of Princeton University for
Expanding the Support of
Graduate Students and the
Graduate School

The Joy of Teaching

Continued from page 1

He came to Princeton on a prestigious National
Science Foundation graduate fellowship after

earning his undergraduate degree from Emory

and his master’s in psychology from Carnegie

Mellon. In accepting his award, he thanked his

professors, including some horrible teachers
he had had in the past because they
made him think, “If I had a shot, |
could do this better.”

Marah Gubar (English, fifth year)
brings enormous enthusiasm to the
classroom. She taught a wide range
of courses as her department’s head
A.l. (assistant in instruction) and
sometimes led teacher-training park Gilzenrat (Psychology)
workshops, as well. Professor Elaine

Showalter said of her, “Students are themselves energized by Marah’s ex-
ample, drawn into her passionate orbit, and then find themselves suddenly
able to articulate more clearly and persuasively their own responses, argu-
ments, and interpretations. Indeed, if you can’t get interested in whatever
Marah’s talking about, there’s probably no hope for you.”

Jessica Dawn Moss (Philosophy, fourth year), who also received her award in
absentia, loved teaching. She wrote that “talking about philosophy with un-

dergraduates who are just coming to the sub-

ject and are just getting excited about it has
been a great antidote to the stresses, anxieties and insecurities of being a
graduate student.” Professor John Cooper said of Moss that her “disciplined
imagination and controlled grasp of course content [are] much more char-
acteristic of a mature teacher and scholar.” Professor Gideon Rosen called
her “a model—the very form—of a preceptor in philosophy.” Moss graduated
from Yale and then taught English as a second language in Czechoslovakia
before coming to Princeton.

Wilasa Vichit-Vadakan (Civil and Environmental Engineering, fourth year)
won the Friends of the International Center Excellence in Teaching Award,
which was given for the first time last year. Born in Bangkok, Thailand, she
has a bachelor’s degree from Cornell and a master’s from M.I.T. She was an
A.l. last year, but she also coordinated her department’s senior thesis collo-
quium and mentored students who had entered a national competition that
required them to design and build a lightweight steel bridge. In addition, she
helped supervise a senior thesis for an undergraduate who hadn’t taken his
work very seriously in the past. The student did well, and Professor George
Scherer observed that Vichit-Vadakan’s work with him “is an excellent illus-
tration of her unusual ability as a teacher and a research supervisor.” @
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Unsung Heroes

“Alumni Council staff members have sent him to the most remote parts of the coun-
try... Like the postmen of old, he never let a little rain, or a lot of rain, keep him from
his stated rounds...”

ith these words, the Alumni Council presented its annual Award

for Service to Norman Itzkowitz *59, a Princeton professor of

Near Eastern Studies who has logged many miles as a popular
speaker at alumni clubs. Over the years, 10 Graduate School alumni have re-
ceived the award, which was created in 1972 to honor “unsung heroes” who
have served the University selflessly.

Itzkowitz came to Princeton as a graduate student in the 1950s, joined the
faculty in 1958, and was the master of Wilson College for 14
years. He has reached out to alumni in various ways—»by
creating the first online course for them, for example, and by leading alumni
colleges as well as speaking to clubs. He describes the speaking assignments
as “great fun” and a unique opportunity to stay in touch with former students.

There are many different ways to become an unsung hero. Writer Marvin
Cheiten *71 (Romance Languages) was one of the first graduate alumni to
receive the Award for Service. Cheiten was honored for his efforts to
strengthen the bonds between graduate alumni and the University—for ex-
ample, he organized the first Graduate School contingent to march in the P-
rade and the first Graduate School Reunions.

Since receiving his award in 1981, Cheiten hasn’t exactly rested on his lau-
rels. In the late 1980s he helped create a new tradition: the annual wel-
coming reception for graduate students. Norman Itzkowitz may also
continue to serve. His award citation notes that, “He is now about to move
on to professor emeritus status, but we don’t intend to let him shift to trav-
eller emeritus.” @

Graduate Alumni Who Have Received
the Alumni Council Award for Service to Princeton

1972  Walter F Hollenbach '03 *07 (D)

1975 AlpheusT. Mason *23 (D)

1981 Marvin H. Cheiten *71 h65

1983 George R. Beetle *66

1985 James R. Posner *70

1987 William G. Bowen *58

1996 Robert S. Miner Jr. *56

1999 Patricia Marks *72

2000 Donald L. Drakeman *88 and Lisa N. Drakeman *88
2001 Norman ltzkowitz *59

(D) Deceased
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Summer Stipends for All

or his dissertation, Jason Brownlee (Politics, third year) will study au-

thoritarian regimes that hold elections, comparing Iran with Egypt.

This summer, he plans to take a course in Persian at NYU, pursue his re-
search, and present a paper at a San Francisco conference.

Margarita Mooney’s thesis will explore the roles that Catholic and Protestant
churches play in Haitian immigrant communities in Miami, Paris and
Montreal. Mooney (Sociology, third year) will do summer field work in Mi-
ami with a side trip to Haiti.

These ambitious projects are possible because of a new Princeton initiative
that offers summer stipends to all graduate students in the humanities and
social sciences. No other graduate school in the country is
currently able to do this. The University has made more than
$1.9 million available for the stipends, which can be combined—uwithin lim-
its—with grants from other sources.

David Redman, associate dean of the Graduate School, noted that in the
past many students had to abandon work on their dissertation in July and
August to earn money. Last year, for example, only about half of those who
were eligible for summer money received it. Dean Redman anticipates that
the new program will shorten time to degree and that fewer students will
drop out, or simply lose momentum, as a result of their thesis work having
been interrupted.

Getting summer money was crucial for Jason Brownlee. He has a fellowship
to do research in Iran beginning in the fall, so he had to bring his Persian up
to speed this summer. As for Margarita Mooney, her research requires field
work at four different sites. “I’ve talked to people at other universities,” she
said, “who are very surprised that | have the resources to do this project.”®

$1,900,000

2000 2001

Between 2000 and 2001, the Graduate School almost quadrupled summer
stipends for students in the humanities and the social sciences.
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