
 
The Historical Career of Michael Sean Mahoney 

May 15-16, 2009 
All sessions held in 211 Dickinson Hall 

 

 
Friday, May 15 

9:15 - 12:00   “What Makes History?” 
Chair: William Chester Jordan  Princeton University 
 
John Schuster    University of New South Wales 
“From Kuhn and Lenoble to History 291: Mike Mahoney’s Early Post-Kuhnian Historiography (and 
Pedagogy) of ‘The Scientific Revolution’ - An Appreciative Memoir” 
 
Peter Dear    Cornell University 
“Science, Art, and Reason: Ramifications of Mahoney’s ‘The Beginnings of Algebraic Thought in the 
Seventeenth Century’” 
 
Philip Kitcher    Columbia University 
“Philosophy of Mathematics without History of Mathematics is Blind” 
 
Jed Buchwald    Caltech: California Institute of Technology 
"Isaac Newton, Solomon's Kingdom and the Origins of Civilization"  
 
12:00 - 1:00    Lunch 
 
1:00 - 3:00   “In Our Own Image” 
Chair: Emily Thompson   Princeton University 

 
Ken Arnold    Wellcome Trust 
“Cabinets for the Curious: Science and Museums in 1659 and 2009” 
 
Jane Murphy    Colorado College 
“Natural History and Materia Medica in Eighteenth-Century North Africa” 
 
Graham Burnett   Princeton University 
“How Lush and Lusty the Grass Looks” 
 
3:00 - 3:30    Coffee Break 
 
3:30 - 5:30  “The Histories of Computing(s)” 
Chair: Daniel Garber   Princeton University 
 
Ross Bassett    North Carolina State University 
“Programming India: MIT-trained Indians and Information Technology in India” 
 



Joe November    University of South Carolina 
“Reading the Computer: What Two Machines Can Tell Us About the Many Histories of Computing” 
 
Larry Owens    University of Massachusetts – Amherst 
“The Tale of the Humble Interrupt: The PC Revolution from a Different Angle” 
 

 

 
Saturday, May 16 

9:30 - 12:00  “The Mathematical Realm of Nature” 
Chair: Anthony Grafton  Princeton University 
 
James Byrne    Princeton University 
“George of Trebizond, the Almagest, and Fifteenth-Century Astronomy” 
 
Giovanna Cifoletti    Centre Alexandre Koyré 
“The Paths Towards the Royal Road: Algebra and its Stakes from the Renaissance to the Seventeenth 
Century” 
 
Chikara Sasaki    University of Tokyo 
"The 1607 Chinese Translation of Clavius's Latin Version of Euclid's Elements by Matteo Ricci and Xu 
Guangqi: An Encounter of Western and Eastern Mathematical Thought" 
 
Renee Raphael    Princeton University 
“Galileo as a Commentator on Aristotle?: A New Interpretation of Day One of the Two New Sciences” 
 
12:00-1:30    Lunch 
 
1:30-3:30  “Engineering Plus” 
Chair: Angela Creager   Princeton University 
 
Eric Ash    Wayne State University 
“The Unrecovered Country: The Non-Drainage of the Cambridge Fens, 1619-1620” 
 
Ann Johnson    University of South Carolina 
“To Calculate is to Predict: Mathematical Models and Computational Tools in 19th and 20th Century 
Engineering” 
 
Matthew Wisnioski   Virginia Tech: Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 
“Reading Imaginary Machines: Student Designs for Surviving a Nuclear Holocaust” 
 
3:30-5:30  Reception  


