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The tradition of the Princeton Class Day dates back 
to as early as 1856, and in 1898 it was described 
as “a day over which the Graduating Class has full 
charge and which we run to suit ourselves, in our 
characteristic way.” Although seniors no longer 
smoke long white clay pipes before smashing them 
on the cannon, Class Day still features student 
speeches, remarks by the University President, and 
the presentation of awards. During the twenty-
first century, prominent Class Day speakers have 
come to entertain and advise the class; recent class 
speakers have included comedians, actors, and 
statesmen. Other elements of contemporary Class 
Day exercises include the presentation of a symbolic 
key to the campus by the University President, the 
wearing of orange and black class jackets, and the 
singing of “Old Nassau.”

Senior class jackets, popularly known as “beer 
jackets,” are a common sight on Class Day.  
This article of clothing traces its origins to 1912 
when a group of students decided to wear blue 
denim overalls and jackets to prevent beer from 
spotting their clothes. The following year, the 
Class of 1913 followed suit, but chose to wear 
white instead of blue. After the First World War, 
costumes were embellished with humorous logos, 
including jabs at Prohibition. Although overalls  
were abandoned following the Second World  
War, beer jackets have remained an integral part 
of Commencement activities.

This year’s class jacket was designed by Joy Chen ’18. 
Class Day and Class Jacket Histories courtesy of 
the Seeley G. Mudd Manuscript Library.

2017 Baz Luhrmann 
2016 Jodi Picoult ’87
2015 Christopher Nolan
2014 Al Gore
2013 David Remnick ’81
2012 Steve Carell
2011 Brooke Shields ’87

2010 Charles Gibson ’65
2009 Katie Couric
2008 Stephen Colbert
2007 Bradley Whitford
2006 Bill Clinton
2005 Chevy Chase
2004 Jon Stewart

A Brief History of 
Class Day

A Brief History of 
Class Jackets

Recent Speakers
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Welcome

President’s Remarks

Class President’s 
Remarks

Arianna Brown ’18
Miranda Rosen ’18
Steven Sobel ’18
Class Day Chairs

Christopher Eisgruber ’83
20th President of Princeton University

Brandon McGhee ’18
Class President

Schedule of
Events
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Presentation of the 
Class Prizes

Student Remarks

Priscilla Glickman ’92 
Memorial Prize

Presentation of 
Athletic Awards

Student Remarks

Kathleen Deignan
Dean of Undergraduate Students

Acknowledgement of Pyne Prize Winners 
Allen Macy Dulles Class of 1951 Award 
Frederick Douglass Service Award
Harold Willis Dodds Achievement Prize 
W. Sanderson Detwiler 1903 Prize
Walter E. Hope Class of 1901 Medal

Andrew Hartnett ’18

Kimberly A. de los Santos
John C. Bogle ’51 and Burton G. Malkiel *64 
Executive Director, Pace Center  
for Civic Engagement

Mollie Marcoux Samaan ’91
Ford Family Director of Athletics

Class of 1916 Cup
Art Lane ’34 Citizen Athlete Award
William Winston Roper Trophy
C. Otto von Kienbusch Award

Catherine Sharp ’18

Schedule of
Events



Presentations by:

Anyssa Chebbi ’18
Class Vice President

Yash Patel ’18
Class Treasurer

Vincent Po ’18
Class Social Chair

Kevin Liu ’18
Class Secretary

Senator Cory Booker

Arianna Brown ’18
Miranda Rosen ’18
Steven Sobel ’18
Class Day Chairs
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Induction of Honorary
Class Members

Keynote Address

Closing Remarks

Schedule of
Events
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Honorary Class 
Members

Spirit of Princeton 
Award Recipients

Singing of 
Old Nassau

Senator Cory Booker
Class Day Speaker

Barbara Baldwin
Tiger Transit

Carol Klein
Business Today

Eddie Glaude
William S. Tod Professor of Religion 
and African American Studies

Uwe Reinhardt (1937–2017)
James Madison Professor of Political Economy

Mollie Marcoux Samaan ’91
Ford Family Director of Athletics

Tom Sparich
Former NJ Transit Dinky Conductor

Allison Berger ’18
Maia Craver ’18
Jackson Forbes ’18
Gaby Joseph ’18
Christina Onianwa ’18
Diego Negón-Reichard ’18
Soraya Morales Nuñez ’18
Jordan Thomas ’18
Zoë Anne Toledo ’18
Katie Tyler ’18

Melanie Berman ’18, Chandler Cleveland ’18,
Kat Giordano ’18, Colton Hess ’18,
Caroline Jones ’18, Lachlan Kermode ’18, 
Faridah Laffan ’18, Isaac Piecuch ’18,  
Rebecca Singer ’18, Kaamya Varagur ’18



Thank You
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Thank You The Class of 2018 would like to thank the following 
retiring faculty members for their commitment to 
the education of undergraduates at Princeton:

Frank P. Calaprice
Physics

Jane Flint
Molecular Biology

John F. Haldon
History

Barry L. Jacobs
Psychology / PNI

Robert A. Kaster
Classics

Manuel-Angel Loureiro
Spanish and Portuguese

Gertrud M. Schupbach
Molecular Biology

Alexander J. Smits
Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering

Jeffrey L. Stout
Religion

Francois Morel
Geoscience

Thomas Romer
Woodrow Wilson School
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Yash Huilgol Feeling Brand New Richard Chu The 
joy of meeting again Jessica Ji Pressure cooked 
to perfection. Noga Zaborowski People and 
money, the best things. Alice Tang while(!grad)
{learn(); rehearse(); eat(); update();} Steven 
Sobel Life is the time between Reunions Daniel 
Pan Kept finding new limits for myself Carolyn 
Beard nolite te bastardes carborundorum Nick 
Fernández Three Cheers for Old Nassau Prem 
Nair So many sunrises, so many stars. Amina 
Rose Simon Went abroad five times, for free 
Allison Berger Made our own learning and fun! 
My Bui Somehow I was good enough all along. 
Jennifer El-Fakir Explore. Discover. Challenge 
yourself everyday. Kat Giordano We are all 
students and teachers Elaine Fang Smiled with 
all my heart, always Brandon McGhee Cherish 
these days, cherish these people. Teresa Tang 
Colonial Club is home Stephanie Liu Different. 
That’s the beauty of it. Zach Feig Grown-ups 
never understand anything by themselves. Isabel 
Cleff Feet on rocks, eyes on sky. Adam Hare 
Omnia mutantur, nihil interit Mark Scerbo 
Making: machines, friends, hopefully a difference. 
Katherine Angier DoesThisCountAsSixWords 
Michelle Greenfield Dolphin researcher, campus 
leader, loyal friend Rebecca Singer Always take 
the hypotenuse Nicole Neville I’ve been blessed 
with lifelong friends. Kavinayan Sivakumar Realized 
challenges could be privileges Patrick Flanigan 
Forbes, Tennis, Whig Clio, HC Reform Megan 
Laubach I met my best friends here. Catherine 
Blume MAT ORF GEO PHY AST PHY Rajeev 
Erramilli For sale: iClicker. Never used. Ashlyn 
Lackey Don’t be afraid of something new. 
Catalina Zhao Learn, explore, keep perspective, 
be grateful Gabi Agus was encouraged to think 
out-of-the-box Phil Brooks ...when brothers dwell 
in unity. Abigail Jean-Baptiste I owe everything 
to my friends Jamie Hintson Do Justice, Love 
Mercy, Walk Humbly Sally Jiao Dear CBE family, 
I love you. Sam Rob Since Take Care, I’ve been 
caretakin’ Kendra Tia Weledji It was real, it was 
fun Connor Pfeiffer Learning the past, living the 

Six Word 
Memoirs 
From The 
Great Class 
of 2018
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present Mikaela Bankston Accept imperfections. Embody compassion. 
Impart love. Walker Darling I chose the path least traveled Nicholas Wu 
Grateful for the friends and experiences Dahlia Kaki six words can’t fit 
eight semesters Heesu Hwang Lived life with high variance. Jessica Shi I 
met a lot of puppies Crystal Wang I have been changed for good. Diego 
Negrón-Reichard Nothing worthwhile should be easy Laura Herman Uphill 
expansion of synergistically engaged minds. Craig Poskanzer All my clothes 
are tiger striped Colton Songs, Fun, and Camaraderie. Love y’all. Maya 
Wesby Don’t take it so seriously. Myesha Jemison Breathing life into my 
ancestors’ dreams Nicolas Freeman Queers, MOL, CWR, Charter <3 
Catharine Leahy Search for a sunny study spot Annie Hadley Hard times 
made good times better Sarah Sakha only love my bed and the Ustore 
Delaney Kerkhof Opening my eyes, ears, and heart Alexandra Vogelsang 
Chaotic, divergent, yet better for it. Kevin McElwee I made friends. Friends 
made me. Sonia Howlett Wonderful people, amazing opportunities. Thanks 
Princeton! Winny Myat the opposite of loneliness Gloria Yin Be unafraid 
of trying. Chandler Cleveland Remember: God is with you always. Tony 
Phan No less here, life is suffering. Shriya Sekhsaria You’ve only got 1 

*shot*... #archerylove ;) Eric Li Washington walk sign is on to cross. Danielle
Herman trying to do justice, love mercy Courtney Wax an experience of a 
lifetime Julia Sassi “Optima dies... prima fugit” —Virgil Yash M. Patel Way 
too hard|way too fast Natalie Wertz Time laughing was time well spent 
Matthew Kritz Questions were not answered, but deepened David Graff 
Somehow never pulled an all-nighter Kenya Holland Wakanda Forever 
Aspen Wang Laugh, cry, and above all, try. James Haynes Only Complete 
Surveys With Guaranteed Compensation Patrick Rooney “No, you mean 
‘contrast,’ not ‘ juxtapose.’ ” Brigid K. Ehrmantraut Nullus ante valebat 
inhabitare, propter demones. Jameson Lowrey Walk-On Lightweight 
Rower, Cloister Officer Samuel Davies Class of 2018 did that okurrrttt! 
Gaby Joseph Give the gift of a smile. Peter Shu Princeton Tower Club 
steals people’s money. Guðrún Valdís Jónsdóttir It’s all true and even worse. 
Sarah Rapoport Good people. Good art. Good times. Miki Somosot Enjoy 
every minute of your life. Elena Tsemberis Spend time with people who 
laugh Molly Plissner Ra ra ra tiger tiger tiger Isaac Resendes Go hard or 
go home. Richard Henry Well that was something Isaiah Dolcee Some 
Marvin Gaye, some Luther Vandross Kavi Jain A case study in BROWNian 
motion Helen Lin Remember to take care of yourself Angélica María 
Vielma Glory and Praise to You Miranda Rosen I just really love this place 
Effie Angus Everything in moderation including moderation Dalya Hahn 
Chill girls being chill girls, yeah Brett Ascher At eight, I dreamt of this 
Julie Novick-Lederer I am broken, but it’s fine Sarah Pieringer Marrying 
my dance floor make out Shana Salomon Pathways through life are mostly 
shared Arianna Brown Becoming a young Arianna’s greatest dream.



Christina Onianwa 

Kat Giordano
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Always remember where you come from. If 
there is one thing I have learned here, it is the 
importance of remembering whose shoulders I 
stood on to get here. From my parents, ready 
to refinance the mortgage on our home to 
send me here if I didn’t get a scholarship, to my 
grandmother, one of the smartest women I know, 
who never stepped foot on a college campus, to 
the men and women who looked like me, who 
hundreds of years ago were enslaved on this 
campus within the very gates I will walk out of 
freely as a Princeton graduate. I am their wildest 
dream. My time spent here was to learn as much 
as I can to feed back into the communities that 
poured so much into me. We have affectionately 
called Princeton the orange bubble but rarely 
talk about the bubble bursting — that one day 
when we would be thrust back into reality 
and be expected to demonstrate what we 
learned in our time here. That day is today.

Once, I was having a really hard day. Princeton 
can be full of those at points. I had reached out 
to my friends and shared that I felt alone, scared, 
and needed support. I realized later that evening 
that a note had been slipped under my door. I 
got up from bed and retrieved it, feeling so 
thankful for the wonderful people I had in my life 
at Princeton. The note was a reminder from the 
“Moving and Storage Agency.” It said, “summer is 
just around the corner, but Princeton is forever!”
 So, Great Class of 2018, I leave you with that 
same fateful reminder that I received: summer 
is just around the corner, but Princeton is 
forever. Stay up too late tonight, hug the people 
who came here to share this special occasion 
with you, and slip a note under someone’s door 

Senior Class 
Reflections
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Maya Wesby

Katherine Shifke

Anastasia Repouliou

before you leave. The rest of our lives are just 
around the corner, but Princeton is forever.

I love our meme page because of the platform it 
provides for students to share all of these ups and 
downs we’ve had during our time here. With one 
post, students from across all class years, majors, 
club affiliations, and even social beliefs come 
together, if only for a few moments, to laugh at 
our shared experience. […] Tomorrow, as we go 
from being students to alumni, I encourage you to 
keep following the meme page, watching students 
humorously navigate the same ups and downs as 
we did. I also encourage you to keep telling your 
story — humorously or otherwise — to your friends, 
your communities, on public platforms, and one 
day to the world. And lastly, I encourage you to 
tell your story, but also try to make someone 
else’s story better. And maybe, with those positive 
actions, great laughs, and whirlwind of stories, we 
can create more to smile about on the news.

There is a reason this is called the best damn 
place of all. There is a reason why you’ll probably 
always have a weird affinity for tigers. Why you’ll 
love the combination of orange and black, that 
at first seemed like a terrible crime of fashion 
but now it fills your heart with warmth because 
those are the colors of your time here. 
 I don’t know if I am suited to give any advice 
as we embark on the next phase of our lives, 
but if Princeton has taught me anything, it is 
to find gratitude in the face of overwhelming 
challenges. Life is going to be hard and confusing 
and it will take us places we can’t predict, and 
that is both frightening and incredibly exciting.

Princeton was good at teaching us to value 
the messy in-betweens that stand in the way 
of goals. Mainly because it made sure that we 
would experience a lot of messy in-betweens, and 
it made it annoyingly hard to reach any sort of 
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Ariana Mirzada

Regina Zeng

goal. Life in the Princeton bubble was in many 
ways a life outside of society. […] But it was 
also a good life outside society. It allowed us to 
form strong friendships with the people we were 
exclusively forced to interact with for 4 years; to 
aggressively go after what we want, like getting 
into the courses that fill up with the people who 
actually wake up at 5:50 AM; to appreciate the 
sunny days when the weather machine was turned 
on for the benefit of the prefrosh; to watch 
the magic of the sunrise — on our way to bed.

Ever since I was little, I dreamed of studying 
at Princeton. I’m not a legacy, but I am the 
child of immigrants and the first person in 
my family to leave home to attend college. 
For me, Princeton was representative of 
everything my parents left Afghanistan for. It 
felt like a safe space that I could call home. 
 It turns out that Princeton was not exactly 
what I imagined it would be. I haven’t always 
had positive experiences here, but maybe 
that’s a good thing. […] I leave Princeton 
different from when I entered, but part of me 
still feels the same. I still hold some of that 
same wonderment I felt when I first saw the 
campus, and I feel it with all of you here today.

After Princeton, as life takes us to a myriad of 
places, we will continue to adjust and refine our 
definitions of greatness. For some, greatness 
might mean running for office and serving your 
community. For others, greatness might mean 
pursuing an artistic passion. For another, greatness 
might mean staying at home and raising a family. 
Greatness could mean all of those things. Or 
none of those things. Now, I hate to be cheesy, 
but since it’s graduation (the cheesiest of all 
occasions) I suppose I’ll make an exception and 
leave you with a cheesy cliché: Don’t let greatness 
define you; instead, define your own greatness.



Each and every time we’ve cried our hearts out, 
drank too much, and yelled at our parents saying 
they’ll never understand our feelings, we’ve also 
played Piano Man on repeat on a Saturday Night 
with all our friends, watched our friends kill it 
in an arch-sing or a dance piece, and embraced 
the people who have gone through this journey 
together with us every day. These experiences 
weren’t accidental. Princeton took us because 
we are a community. Princeton teaches us that 
not everything is going to be perfect, but we’re 
going to be ok as long as we’re together. This 
feeling that you somehow don’t belong is simply 
not true. This feeling of “Imposter Syndrome?” 
That’s silly. Just as “silly” as we will be at Reunions 
singing our hearts out to Old Nassau for the last 
time as students, and the first time as a class.

And that’s beautiful.

Joshua Tam

13
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Class Day 
Wordplay
by Ryan McCarty ’14

Across
1 Lazy way to get to the 

Street
5 Open-mouthed stare
9 Fad dance move of 

2015
12 A Big Easy, Small 

World drink
13 ___ Krueger, 

Princeton professor
14 Rose of Guns N' Roses
15 City of Brandon 

McGhee (and LeBron)
17 Bubble ___ (liquid 

campus obsession)
18 Continual dorm 

dweller, say
19 Start of a musical scale
21 That, in Tijuana

22 Face of our meme page
25 They come between 

A and F
26 Prohibit by law
27 Supreme alum Sonia
30 He designed Spelman
31 Clickable pic
32 Three cheers for this!
35 “Morning Edition" airer
38 ___ Haven, late night 

haunt
39 U-___, site for sushi 

and Pequod printing
41 Picnic invader
42 Toni and Albert, e.g.
45 Mike and ___ (candy 

brand)
46 COS 126 if-statement 

option
47 Like USG movies at 

the Garden Theatre
48 Web feed format, for 

short
49 Like orange and black 

hair
50 Symbol of Reunions

Down
1 ___ Sam (America)

2 Arizona neckties
3 Supreme alum Kagan
4 All-night (Terrace) 

party
5 Gadot of "Wonder 

Woman"
6 Pie ___ mode
7 Tide manufacturer, 

briefly
8 Ewok Planet
9 Take a ____ to the 

Dinky ___
10 Lumberjacks, e.g.
11 Insta-worthy arch
16 Put up, as a 50-Across

20 Apply, as sunscreen
23 Princeton Chapel vow
24 Some eating club 

events
25 Jumping-on-a-

pogostick sound

27 Tranquilizes
28 ___ prez, arch sing 

organizers
29 Y'all, in Jersey
30 Drops with a thud
32 Notable atheist 

Madalyn Murray ___
33 Needed to go to 

McCosh, say
34 Big name in mattresses
35 “The Hunchback of 

___ Dame"
36 Groom carefully
37 Change, as a password
40 President defeated by 

Wilson
43 “___ your head"
44 Merlot or Malbec, e.g.

Solutions can be found at 
www.odus.princeton.edu

https://odus.princeton.edu/
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Following the ceremony, seniors – denoted 
by class jackets – may pick up lunch 
for themselves and their four guests on 
Alexander Beach near Witherspoon Hall.

If you return to Cannon Green to eat after 
the ceremony, please use the seats closest 
to Morrison Hall, as the other seats will 
be moved to prepare for this afternoon’s 
Graduate School Hooding Ceremony.

Please do not leave your seat to take  
photos. Professional photos from University 
photographers will be available online at  
www.princeton.edu/pr/gradpics/2018.  
Please note that any personal photos 
or videos taken during this event should 
be used for personal purposes only.

Illustrations by Kelly Tan.  
Design by Eric Li ’18.

This program is set in Monti Sans, a typeface 
designed Eric Li ’18 as part of his visual arts 
senior thesis. Monti Sans is a sans serif face 
created by chopping off the serifs of Princeton 
Monticello, the font which Princeton University 
uses for its logo. Monti Sans is an exploration in 
how academic institutions deploy graphic design.

Ceremony 
Information

Colophon

http://www.princeton.edu/pr/gradpics/2018/


Old Nassau
Tune every heart and every voice, 

Bid every care withdraw;
Let all with one accord rejoice, 

In praise of Old Nassau.

In praise of Old Nassau, we sing, 
Hurrah! Hurrah! Hurrah!

Our hearts will give, while we shall live, 
Three cheers for Old Nassau.

CONGRATULATIONS!
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