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Keynote Speaker

Wesley L. Harris
Charles Stark Draper Professor of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Wesley L. Harris *68 currently serves 
as the Charles Stark Draper Professor 
of Aeronautics and Astronautics and 
House Master of New House Residence 
Hall at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT) in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 

Professor Harris previously served as 
Associate Provost at MIT from 2008 to 
2013, and as Head of the Department of 
Aeronautics and Astronautics from 2003 
to 2008.  Prior to that time, he served as 
Associate Administrator for Aeronautics 
at NASA, with responsibility for all 
programs, facilities, and personnel 
in Aeronautics from 1993 to 1995.  
He served as Vice President and 
Chief Administrative Officer of the 
University of Tennessee Space Institute 

(UTSI) from 1990 to 1993.  From 
1985 to 1990, he served as Dean of the 
School of Engineering and Professor of 
Mechanical Engineering at the University 
of Connecticut, and held a number of 
faculty and administrative positions at 
MIT from 1972 to 1985.  His academic 
research associated with unsteady 
aerodynamics, aeroacoustics, rarefied gas 
dynamics, sustainment of capital assets, 
and chaos in sickle cell disease resulted 
in seminal contributions in each of these 
research fields.  Professor Harris has also 
worked with industry and governments 
to design and build joint industry - 
government - university research and 
development programs, centers, and 
institutes.  He is credited with more than 
135 technical papers and presentations 
and has held distinguished, endowed 
professorships and lectureships.    

Professor Harris has served as chair 
and member of various boards and 
committees of the National Research 
Council (NRC), the National Science 
Foundation (NSF), the U.S. Army 
Science Board, and several state 

Trenton Central High School Inspirational Choir
The Trenton Central High School 
(TCHS) Inspirational Choir has built 
a rich performing legacy since its 
establishment as the first music ensemble 
at the school in 1922.  Among its many 
historical achievements, one highlight 
was a performance for the Pope at the 
Vatican on Easter Sunday in 1971.  

Through the years, the Choir has 
performed frequently across the 
region, recorded two albums and 
won international high school choir 
competitions.  Currently under the 
direction of Gary J. Taylor, the TCHS 

Inspirational Choir has continued to 
carry the torch of excellence by winning 
the “Music In The Parks” National 
Most Outstanding High School Choir 
Award in 2013 (Atlanta) and 2014 (Los 
Angeles).  The Choir also received the 
Esprit de Corps Award, the highest 
award of that competition, given to the 
ensemble demonstrating the highest level 
of discipline, character, and integrity.  The 
TCHS Inspirational Choir is considered 
an ambassador of New Jersey’s “capital 
city” and seeks to inspire and encourage 
audiences around the world through song! 
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governments.  He has served on 
committees of the American Institute of 
Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA), the 
American Helicopter Society (AHS), and 
the National Technical Association (NTA).  
He also served as a member of the Board 
of Trustees for Princeton University from 
2001 to 2005 and as an advisor to several 
colleges, universities, and institutes.

Professor Harris earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree with honors in Aerospace 
Engineering from the University of 
Virginia in 1964, and Masters of Arts 
and Doctor of Philosophy degrees in 
Aerospace and Mechanical Sciences from 
Princeton University in 1966 and 1968, 
respectively.  He was elected Fellow of 
the AIAA, AHS, and the NTA for personal 
engineering achievements, as well as 
for engineering education, management, 
and advancing cultural diversity.  He 
has also been recognized by election to 
membership in the National Academy 
of Engineering (NAE), Cosmos Club, 
Confrerie des Chavaliers du Tastevin, 
and has been awarded several honorary 
doctorate degrees.
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Journey Award Winner for Special Achievement
Princeton Hidden Minority Council 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was a 
powerful advocate for human rights who 
became one of the most noted African 
Americans in history. Yet even King 
acknowledged that his work represented 
the continuation of a journey started by 
others before him, including some of 
his personal mentors and heroes such as 
Jesus Christ, Dr. Benjamin E. Mays,  
A. Philip Randolph and Mahatma 

Gandhi. King also predicted that the 
journey would not end with his own death. 

He often warned that this journey was not 
an easy path, but a courageous one. In his 
1967 address, “Where Do We Go From 
Here?” King said: “I must confess, my 
friends, the road ahead will not always be 
smooth. There will still be rocky places 
of frustration and meandering points of 
bewilderment. There will be inevitable 
setbacks here and there. There will be 
those moments when the buoyancy of 
hope will be transformed into the fatigue 
of despair. Our dreams will sometimes be 
shattered and our ethereal hopes blasted. ... 
Difficult and painful as it is, we must walk 
on in the days ahead with an audacious 
faith in the future.”

And so, the journey continues. 

The MLK Day Journey Award has been 
created to recognize annually members 
of the Princeton University faculty, staff 
or student body who best represent the 
continued journey to achieve King’s 

Kenneth I. Grayson, for Lifetime Service, 2015
David B. Campbell, for Special Achievement, 2015 
Larry A. Spruill, for Lifetime Service, 2014 
Karen Jackson-Weaver, for Special Achievement, 2013
Miguel Centeno, for Lifetime Service, 2012
Sandra Mukasa, for Special Achievement, 2012
Tommy Parker, for Lifetime Service, 2011
Josue Lajeunesse, for Special Achievement, 2011
Janet Smith Dickerson, for Lifetime Service, 2010
William A. Massey, for Lifetime Service, 2009
John Templeton, for Lifetime Service, 2008
Anna Almore, for Special Achievement, 2008
Albert J. Raboteau, for Lifetime Service, 2006
Robert K. Durkee, for Lifetime Service, 2005
Dylan H. Tatz, for Special Achievement, 2005

The Journey Award

Past Journey Award Recipients

vision. Awardees have demonstrated 
that they support King’s philosophy and 
teachings and that they have actively 
contributed to the improvement of civil 
rights and/or human rights, particularly in 
manners that have positively affected the 
Princeton University community.

“Our mission is simple: we want to 
advocate for the first-generation and 
low-income voices that aren’t being 
heard….” These words express the 
goals of the Princeton Hidden Minority 
Council, a Princeton University student 
organization.  Established in 2013, 
the Council was founded by seven 
undergraduate students who realized 
that a commonly unrecognized or 
“hidden” aspect of identity -- the 
experience of being a first-generation or 
low-income student -- too often carried 
stigma.  In the short time since its 

inception, the Council has been active in 
fighting this stigma and creating space for 
productive dialogue on campus.  Whether 
working to bring first-generation faculty 
and staff members together with first-
generation students, organizing regular 
meetings with administrative leaders, 
or attending conferences connecting 
first-generation and low-income students 
across the Ivy League, the Council’s 
work now supports a thriving community 
on campus.

In 2015, the Council launched the 
“Thoughts” campaign: a series of 
photographs and quotations from students 
answering the question, “What goes on 
in the minds of low-income or first-
generation students on a campus that 
is known for its abundance of wealth 
and wealthy students?”  The campaign 
sought to break the isolation many 
socio-economically disadvantaged 

students felt by bringing visibility to 
circumstances that impact the Princeton 
experience.  As Renita Miller, Director 
of Studies at Forbes College, noted, the 
Council has not only been “…consistently 
courageous in its efforts to shine a light on 
the needs, challenges, and even triumphs 
of this sometimes forgotten or ‘hidden’ 
community of students, but it has also been 
a powerful advocate for change in how 
Princeton supports first-generation and 
low-income students.”  

The Hidden Minority Council’s current 
co-chairs are Julie Kwong ’16 and Brittney 
Watkins ’16.  The Council was founded by 
Kujegi Camara ’16, Thomas Garcia ’16, 
Kevin Lopez ’16, Dallas Nan ’16, Tula 
Strong ’15, Lea Trusty ’16, and Brittney 
Watkins ’16.  The University honors the 
Council’s work to make Princeton a more 
inclusive community.   
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President
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Martin Luther King Jr. spoke at Princeton
twice at the invitation of Dean of the Chapel
Ernest Gordon, once in 1960 and once in
1962. He attends a dinner on campus in the 
photo above. (Photo courtesy of Mudd Library)

“True peace is not merely the 
absence of tension; it is the 
presence of justice.”  

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
Stride Toward Freedom, 1958

Special thanks to the following offices and organizations that made 
the volunteerism and celebration possible:

Admission, Broadcast Center, Facilities, Mercer Street Friends, Office 
of Audit and Compliance, Office of Communications, Office of 
Community and Regional Affairs, Office of the Dean for Research, 
Office of Human Resources, Office of the President, Office of Printing 
and Mailing, Office of Public Affairs, the PACE Center, Princeton 
Nursery School, Richardson Auditorium, School of Engineering and 
Applied Science, and University Services.
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