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Daphne A. Brooks
Associate Professor of English, Samuel Davies Presidential University Preceptor

Daphne A. Brooks is an associate 
professor of English and African 
American studies at Princeton University 
where she teaches courses on African 
American literature and culture, 
performance studies, critical gender 
studies, and popular music culture. She 
is the author of two books: Bodies in 
Dissent: Spectacular Performances of Race 
and Freedom, 1850-1910 (Durham, NC: 

Duke University Press, 2006) and Jeff 
Buckley’s Grace (New York: Continuum, 
2005). Brooks is also developing projects 
on the politics of black bohemia in post-
civil rights popular music and literature 
and black feminist performance and 
satire. She has written various articles 
on race, gender, performance, and 
popular culture including “Burnt Sugar:  
Post-Soul Satire and Rock Memory,” in 
This is Pop: Critical Essays from the First 
Annual Experience Music Project Conference 
on Popular Music, ed. Eric Weisbard 
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University 
Press, 2004); “‘It’s Not Right But It’s 
Okay’: Contemporary Black Women’s 
R&B and the House that Terry McMillan 
Built,” in SOULS: A Critical Journal of 
Black Politics, Culture, and Society (5:1), 
Winter 2003; and “‘The Deeds Done 
in My Body’: Black Feminist Theory, 
Performance, and the Truth About Adah 
Isaacs Menken,” in Recovering the Body:  
Self Representations by African American 
Women Writers, eds. Michael Bennett and 
Vanessa Dickerson (New Brunswick, NJ:  
Rutgers University Press, 2000). She is 

also the editor of The Great Escapes: The 
Narratives of William Wells Brown, Henry 
Box Brown, and William Craft, (New York:  
Barnes & Noble Classics, forthcoming) 
and The Black Experience in the Western 
Hemisphere, series eds. Howard Dodson 
and Colin Palmer (New York: Pro-
Quest Information & Learning, 2005). 
Brooks is currently a Behrman Fellow 
in the Humanities at Princeton and a 
former Samuel Davies Preceptor. She is 
the recipient of numerous fellowships 
from the Ford Foundation, the Mellon 
Foundation, the Woodrow Wilson Career 
Enhancement Fellowship Program, and 
the University of California Humanities 
Research Institute. She has also held 
residence at the University of California–
Berkeley as a President’s Postdoctoral 
Fellow and at Harvard University as a 
W.E.B. DuBois Research Institute Fellow.

Stanley Jordan
Guitarist

Now recognized as one of the leading 
contemporary jazz guitarists, Stanley 
Jordan became a street musician in New 
York, Philadelphia, and other cities after 
earning a bachelor’s degree in music 
from Princeton in 1981. He was signed 
by Blue Note Records in 1985 and 
produced an innovative jazz album titled 
Magic Touch that topped the Billboard 

Jazz Chart for 51 weeks and earned 
him two Grammy nominations. He has 
since produced several other albums, 
including Cornucopia, Stolen Moments, and 
Bolero. Jordan is known for his mastery 
of a special “tapping” technique on the 
guitar’s fret board that allows him to 
achieve a level of orchestral complexity 
equaling that of a keyboard instrument. 
He returned to campus this fall to 
perform during the “Coming Back and 
Looking Forward” conference sponsored 
by the University in partnership with the 
Association of Black Princeton Alumni.
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PROGRAM

MUSICAL SELECTIONS  
The Trenton Children’s Chorus Covenant Singers and 
the Princeton Day School 7th and 8th Grade Choir; 
James Goldsworthy, accompanist

GREETING  
Deborah K. Blanks
Associate Dean, Office of Religious Life

REMARKS   
Shirley M. Tilghman
President

INTRODUCTION OF KEYNOTE
Roger Q. Mason
Class of 2008

ADDRESS  
Daphne A. Brooks
Associate Professor of English
Samuel Davies Presidential University Preceptor

INTRODUCTION OF GUEST ARTIST
Paige G. Floyd
Class of 2010

PERFORMANCE  
Stanley Jordan
Guitarist

STUDENT AWARDS PRESENTATION  
Lauren D. Robinson-Brown
Director of Communications

CLOSING  
Deborah K. Blanks

MUSICAL SELECTION  
Choir, featuring Rochelle Ellis
Adjunct Professor of Voice,
Westminster Choir College of Rider University

Martin Luther King Jr. spoke at Princeton 
twice at the invitation of Dean of the Chapel 
Ernest Gordon, once in 1960 and once in 
1962. He attends a dinner on campus in the 
photo above.
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JOURNEY AWARD

The Journey Award 
The MLK Day Committee has elected not to be-
stow a Journey Award in 2007. This relatively 
new award was created to recognize the work 
of individuals from Princeton’s student body, 
faculty, and staff who are continuing Dr. King’s 
journey and making a difference on campus. 
Specifically, this work should involve civil or 
human rights measures and should be per-
formed above and beyond an individual’s given 
role as a student, faculty, or staff member.

The committee hopes that this significant 
award will encourage recipients to continue 
their work and inspire others on campus to 
undertake such journeys. If you know of de-
serving recipients and have the time to gather 
appropriate support materials, we encourage 
you to submit nominations on a rolling basis. 
If you cannot think of deserving recipients, 
we hope today’s celebration prompts you to 
consider taking a journey.

More information is available at 
www.princeton.edu/mlk.

Background

Martin Luther King Jr. was a powerful advocate 
for human rights who became one of the most 
noted African Americans in history. Yet even King 
acknowledged that his work represented the 
continuation of a journey started by others be-
fore him, including some of his personal mentors 
and heroes such as Dr. Benjamin E. Mays, Jesus 
Christ, A. Philip Randolph and Mahatma Gandhi. 
King also predicted that the journey would not 
end with his own death. He often warned that 
this journey was not an easy path but a coura-
geous one. In his 1967 address, “Where Do We 
Go From Here?” King said: “I must confess, 
my friends, the road ahead will not always be 
smooth. There will be still rocky places of frustra-
tion and meandering points of bewilderment. 
There will be inevitable setbacks here and there. 
There will be those moments when the buoyancy 
of hope will be transformed into the fatigue of 
despair. Our dreams will sometimes be shat-
tered and our ethereal hopes blasted. … Difficult 
and painful as it is, we must walk on in the days 
ahead with an audacious faith in the future.” And 
so, the journey continues.

Journey Awards
2006
Albert J. Raboteau, for Lifetime Service

2005
Robert K. Durkee, for Lifetime Service
Dylan H. Tatz, for Special Achievement
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Marissa Applegate
Meade Atkeson
Sam Botstein
Lea Brown
Olivia Burt
Cason Crane
Yasin Damji
Lexie Davis
Dina Debenedetti
Katherine Elliott-Moskwa
Jenna Fritz
Connor Gibson
Jessica Goldberg
Abby Hanson

Merritt Harlan
Jason Hirsch
Emily Janhofer
Dominique Jones
Sam Kelly
Alexandra McCourt
Julia Miller
Maddie Miller
Carly Ozarowski
Jonna Rafferty
Bailey Richards
Samantha Schaeffer
Daphne Warren

Kira Antoine
Melshey Austell
Justin Bejani
Alexandra Bernstein
Maaziah Bethea
Raamiah Bethea
Sylvia Bouloutas
Tennisha Burrell
Karina Caraballo
Hannah Chen
Sadrea Coffie
Grace Coogan
Tess Fitzpatrick
Kelly Horvath 

Joy Johnson
Jens Knutzen
Robert Mark
Bobby McKinney
Micah McKinney
Christian Parker
Sarah Parker
Court Sargeant
Katie Schmidt
Kevin Shen
Kiana Simpson
Maija Whitfield
Sydney Williams

With: Rochelle Ellis, Adjunct Assistant Professor of Voice 
at Westminster Choir College of Rider University and 

James Goldsworthy, accompanist

Princeton Day School 
Seventh and Eighth Grade Choir
Patricia Thel, conductor

Trenton Children’s Chorus 
Covenant Singers
Victor Shen, director

LYRICS:

“Lift Every Voice and Sing”
Words: James Weldon Johnson

Music: John Rosamond Johnson

 

Lift every voice and sing, till earth and Heaven ring,

Ring with the harmonies of liberty;

Let our rejoicing rise, high as the listening skies,

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,

Let us march on till victory is won.
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Eric Ferenczy
grade 5, Holland Brook School, Whitehouse Station



Dieter 
De Corte

grade 6,  
Princeton Academy of the Sacred Heart, 

Princeton

Third
Prize Winner

Emily
Evans
grade 5,  
Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, 
Princeton

Second
Prize Winner
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WINNERS

 First Prize  Michael Carter, grade 8, Princeton Academy of the Sacred Heart, Princeton
  Monica Hannush, grade 8, Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, Princeton
 Second Prize Brooke Ferenczy, grade 7, Readington Middle School, Whitehouse Station
 Third Prize Vaughn Powell, grade 8, Link Community School, Newark
 Honorable Mention Ann Evans, grade 7, Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, Princeton
  Amina Gomez, grade 7, St. Rose of Lima Catholic Elementary School, Newark
  David Hume, grade 8, Princeton Academy of the Sacred Heart, Princeton  
  Kruthi Isola, grade 7, John Witherspoon Middle School, Princeton  
  Bethan Johnson, grade 8, Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, Princeton  
  Natalie Ortega, grade 7, Melvin H. Kreps Middle School, Princeton                                              
  Emily Schraudenbach, grade 8, Cranbury School, Cranbury

        Grades 9–10
 First Prize Justin Herron, grade 9, Montclair High School, Montclair 
 Second Prize Caroline Collins, grade 9, Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, Princeton
 Third Prize Andrea Kravitz, grade 10, Villa Victoria Academy, Trenton
  Deneisha Jackson, grade 9, Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, Princeton
 Honorable Mention Erin Byrne, grade 10, Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, Princeton
  Allysa Dittmar, grade 9, Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, Princeton
  Sasank Isola, grade 9, Princeton High School, Princeton
  Linda Maa, grade 9, West Windsor-Plainsboro High School North, Princeton
  Hayley Schoener, grade 10, Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, Princeton
  Suraj Sinha, grade 9, Montgomery High School, Skillman
  Kate Wiles, grade 10, Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, Princeton
         
        Grades 11–12
 First Prize Glynnis Kearney, grade 11, Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, Princeton 
 Second Prize  Caitlin DiSalvo, grade 11, Red Bank Catholic High School, Red Bank 
 Third Prize Laura Brown, grade 12, Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, Princeton
  Sarah Rich, grade 11, Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, Princeton
  Prerna Sinha, grade 11, Montgomery High School, Skillman
 Honorable Mention Rebecca Cook, grade 12, Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, Princeton
  Heather Honstein, grade 11, Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, Princeton  
  Raines Plambeck, grade 11, Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, Princeton  
  Dominique Rice, grade 11, Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, Princeton
  Clare Wiles, grade 11, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton

POSTER CONTEST
 First Prize Eric Ferenczy, grade 5, Holland Brook School, Whitehouse Station 
 Second Prize Emily Evans, grade 5, Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, Princeton 
 Third Prize Dieter De Corte, grade 6, Princeton Academy of the Sacred Heart, Princeton 
 Honorable Mention Shefali Ray, grade 6, Melvin H. Kreps Middle School, East Windsor
  Tocker Stevenson, grade 4, Johnson Park School, Princeton
  Uriel Tayvah, grade 5, American Boychoir School, Princeton
  Maththew Filippini, grade 5, Holland Brook School, Whitehouse Station 
  Taylor Filippini, grade 6, Readington Middle School, Whitehouse Station
  Kirstin Carter, grade 5, Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, Princeton
  Julia Seimandi, grade 6, John Witherspoon School, Princeton

Grades 4–6

ESSAY CONTEST Grades 7–8

VIDEO CONTEST
 First Prize  Izzy and Alex Kasdin, grade 9, Princeton High School, Princeton
 Second Prize  Brandon King, grade 8, DeMasi Middle School, Marlton
 Third Prize   Nicole Portrude, grade 8, Melvin H. Kreps Middle School, East Windsor 
   Honorable Mention Nicolas Tancredi, grade 12, Middlesex County Vocational & Technical High School, East Brunswick
  Maria D’Amico and Anna Grosshans, grade 8, Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, Princeton
  Charlotte La Nasa, grade 7, Stuart Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, Princeton
  Daniel McCalla, grade 10, Franklin High School, Somerset

Grades 7–12
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No, they can’t stop me now.

BROOKE FERENCzY 
grade 7, Readington Middle School, Whitehouse Station
Second Prize

A harbinger of the civil rights movement, jazz became the venue by which 
the black society welcomed white integration into their culture, whereas 
most integration was an opportunity for blacks to access a white society. 
Jazz stirs our souls by taking emotions and setting them to music that fills 
us with a sense of hope and triumph. It expresses both disaster and victory. 
As Dr. King noted in his opening address to the 1964 Berlin Jazz Festival, 
“Much of the power of our Freedom Movement . . . has come from this 
music. It has strengthened us with its sweet rhythms when courage began 
to fail. It has calmed us with its rich harmonies when spirits were down.”

VAUGHN POWELL
grade 8, Link Community School, Newark
Third Prize

The dark sun walks around with tears heavier than bricks. It crouches within 
the music that acts as its cocoon—its protection from the destructive air of 
death and violence. The words he writes are written in the blood he carries 
in that hand of his and connect him to the world through his message, 
connect him to those who still dream.

ANN EVANS
grade 7, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
Honorable Mention

Without the music of Martin Luther King, African Americans would have 
not have had the inspiration to take the actions they did and might not 
have their same rights today. Music inspires us all in some way or another, 
and people can achieve great things from it. For America, the civil rights 
movement and was a beautiful symphony of brotherhood, and Martin 
Luther King was its composer.

AMINA GOMEz
grade 7, St. Rose of Lima Catholic Elementary School, Newark
Honorable Mention

If Dr. King could see the lifestyles and hear the music of today, he would 
probably be disappointed and confused. He died only 40 years ago and yet 
so much has changed for the worse. It would break his heart to see the 
behavior of his people today. If people, both black and white, took the time 
to learn their history and the struggle their ancestors had to go through they 
would learn to take more pride in their culture and in their selves.

DAVID HUME
grade 8, Princeton Academy of the Sacred Heart, Princeton
Honorable Mention

Music has had many major impacts on the way people are. It can define what 
they do, what they say and how they look at the world. Out of music comes 
unity at tense times. Martin Luther King Jr. was a man who realized that 
through determination and harmony we can achieve anything.

Grades 7-8
MICHAEL CARTER
grade 8, Princeton Academy of the Sacred Heart, Princeton
First Prize

A crying baby is soothed by the gentle lullaby of its mother. A crowded 
stadium full of fans and athletes bursts with pride and patriotism as their 
country’s anthem is sung before kickoff. The heavy, mournful sound of the 
traditional funeral hymns give voice to the sadness and hope felt by the 
family and friends of the departed. Music is powerful. It moves the soul 
in ways that little else can. And music can heighten emotion, inspire deep 
thoughts, and it can motivate and excite its listeners and performers. It can 
also restore hope to downtrodden and oppressed people. . . .

When I listen to a speech by Martin Luther King Jr., I sense that his oration 
is also “musical.” The way in which he presents his speeches has a musical 
style to it. He speaks like a musician sings. There are crescendos and 
decrescendos, fortes and pianos, ritardandos and pitch changes. Dr. King 
speaks with a sense of emotional expression that is so evident in music. 
The beginnings of King’s speeches introduce his topic. He then begins his 
persuasion. As he speaks he becomes more and more excited and by the 
time he is saying the things he finds most important, he is almost yelling.

MONICA HANNUSH
grade 8, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
First Prize

Waiting to Be Free

Oh I know my road is hard and long
And it seems like freedom’s out of reach

But they can’t stop me from singing my song
Oh how much this means to me

No I’m gonna keep on singing,
Keep on singing,
Right on through.

We’ll sing until the walls come down
We’ll just sing,
Me and you.

Oh if they only knew how hard we’ve fought
And how we wish to be free

Through all the troubles life has brought
Oh, it means so much to me

I’m gonna give it all I got,
Just waiting . . .
Waiting . . .
To be free.

This could be the start of freedom
From the chains that hold me down

Oh, the power of words is far too strong

Hundreds of New Jersey students helped commemorate the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. by submitting original essays, posters, slide presentations, songs, 
and videos. For 2007, we asked students to focus on the music of human rights movements. More information is available at www.princeton.edu/mlk. A sampling 
of essay excerpts follows:

EXCERPTS8



KRUTHI ISOLA
grade 7, John Witherspoon Middle School, Princeton
Honorable Mention

Is there any citizen in the world who is not moved by their country’s 
national anthem? Music can move mountains, break barriers, and unite 
people across the globe. Music is the “Universal Language,” as expressed 
by Longfellow. It is an extremely powerful tool, and if used properly, it 
can change the world.

BETHAN JOHNSON
grade 8, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
Honorable Mention

The very instant Dr. King was hit by the sniper, we as a country and as a 
world lost something irreplaceable. It wasn’t just a man; it was the power 
of a hope carried on through lines and speeches. We lost a person who 
could send chills up our spines whenever he spoke. It was only after the 
death of Dr. King that we finally saw that he was more than just a man, he 
stood for everything civil and just in the universe.

NATALIE ORTEGA
grade 7, Melvin H. Kreps Middle School, East Windsor
Honorable Mention

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was indeed a miracle man. He gave the African 
Americans back the dignity that they had lost, the dignity they deserved. 
He knew all along that if he tried, he could succeed. . . . Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s strong spirit will be remembered forever as well as the songs that 
gave it to him.

EMILY SCHRAUDENBACH
grade 8, Cranbury School, Cranbury
Honorable Mention

Music is powerful medicine, it can heal a wounded heart like no other 
medicine can. I know that when I feel like the world is going to collapse 
around me and that I’ll collapse with it I turn to music. 

Grades 9–10

JUSTIN HERRON
grade 9, Montclair High School, Montclair
First Prize

The artistic value of songs has always managed to siphon from the vast 
pool of creativity. These beats and rhythms have managed to express both 
our calamities and sorrows, along with our delights and bliss. Music of 
the civil rights movement was a prominent backbone in the plight for 
equality. It is fathomable to understand why Doctor Martin Luther King 
Junior assimilated the potency of songs into the civil rights movement. 
The strength incorporated into these words was a vital asset to the African 
American community. . . . 

Music is a powerful ally for those who wield it. As with all other arts, music 
allows for self-expression and independence of thought. The civil rights 
movement became a sword for thousands of African Americans who 
were trying to end racial discrimination and segregation. Music became 
a dedicated application for civil rights, and each note was a brick for the 
building of opportunity in the United States.

CAROLINE COLLINS
grade 9, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
Second Prize

Dr. King was influenced by music throughout his entire life. His father, as a 
pastor, was a trained speaker. There was a piano in his childhood home and 
choir music spilled from the windows of his neighborhood church. The rise 
and fall of the music that surrounded him throughout his daily life taught him 
to speak. It showed him that any emotion can be conveyed in a lyrical manner, 
and that when something is conveyed in a compelling enough manner, people 
want to listen.

ANDREA KRAVITz
grade 10, Villa Victoria Academy, Trenton
Third Prize

Music written and sung in support of Martin Luther King Jr.’s message as well 
as those of other civil rights leaders directly influenced the civil and human 
rights movements. The power of music during these movements cannot be 
denied. The words empowered. The beat strengthened. The rhythm soothed. 
But more importantly, the overall message unified.

DENEISHA JACKSON
grade 9, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
Third Prize

Sing For

Sing for the heavens can hear
Stand up and sing for the end is near
Young and old keep your heads up high
For then you will know how it feels to fly
Children forever dream never let that go
You are not what they say, you will never be low

Sing for you shall overpower them all
Stand proud, chest in, and heads tall
Never doubt the unfailing love
For singing will show them what’s all above

ERIN BYRNE
grade 10, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
Honorable Mention

Every crisis brings a cause for protest. If there weren’t opposing sides in 
a debate, the topic would not be an issue at all, but merely a fact. It is the 
opposition to decisions, injustices, and wars that allows the modern world to 
function as a constitutionalist society. . . . With the end of every crisis comes 
a new beginning, and along with it an opportunity to redeem faults and 
injustices.

ALLYSA DITTMAR
grade 9, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
Honorable Mention

Even though I cannot hear, music has captivated me by its words. As I read 
the words of the song “Where is the Love?” by the Black Eyed Peas with the 
faint sound of the music in the background, it brings forth my emotions and 
thoughts. Music is the channel to express the people of the world, both in 
words and sounds. . . .

EXCERPTS
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By utilizing the art of music, the people poured forth their emotions 
without violence. “Peace is not merely a distant goal that we seek, but a 
means by which we arrive at that goal,” Mr. King said to his people. Music 
and its words have helped the people to reach their goal, freedom.

SASANK ISOLA
grade 9, Princeton High School, Princeton
Honorable Mention

Indeed, music is the one art form that everyone can understand and 
relate to. A Chinese man can be moved by beautiful German music, 
even if he doesn’t speak German or know the writer of the piece. Music 
reaches out to everyone, regardless of language, social status, ethnicity, 
or creed.

LINDA MAA
grade 9, West Windsor-Plainsboro High School North, Princeton 
Junction
Honorable Mention

. . . In a similar manner in “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” King alludes to the 
concept of sunlight and sunrise in his speech, symbolizing the start of a 
new future for the rights of the African American. He said, “Now is the 
time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit 
path of racial justice.” The music invoked a desire to recover from years 
of discrimination. King elaborated on his aspiration, morphing the song 
and reiterating the meaning to form his “I Have a Dream” speech.

HAYLEY SHOENER
grade 10, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
Honorable Mention

Unity is our fortress,
Freedom is our goal,
And courage is our binding force
With music in our soul.

Music is emotion,
With words and notes expressed.
Words can touch each person,
And the melody does the rest.

SURAJ SINHA
grade 9, Montgomery High School, Skillman
Honorable Mention

. . . The songs of that time period proved to be quite inspiring and 
motivating, as they propelled the movement to its goal of legal and civil 
equality for all races. Dr. King would have been quite proud of the work 
that was done after he left this world, but he knows as well as we do, that 
quite a lot of work remains to be done until a world without racism exists, 
as seen in Dr. King’s dreams.

KATE WILES
grade 10, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
Honorable Mention

Lead Me

EXCERPTS10

Doctor King dreamed a dream that seemed impossible
Gandhi led a country that remained divided.
Nelson Mandela fought against apartheid.
And I hope that they stretch their hands out to me.

Chorus

Lead me to where I can see.
Lead me to where I can hear.
Lead me to where I can find freedom,
And I’ll never stop fighting for what I hold dear.

Grades 11-12

GLYNNIS KEARNEY
grade 11, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
First Prize

Freedom: America rebelled against the most powerful empire of the times 
to initiate it, built its constitution to preserve it, fought the bloodiest war 
in its history to bring it to a people to whom it was denied. Freedom has 
remained one of the most important values in American ideology from 
our creation to the present. The Civil War was one of the landmarks of 
freedom, emancipating African Americans from a bondage which broke 
their bodies and compromised their loyalties. However, even after the 
Civil War, the struggle was not yet over—discrimination and segregation 
dominated American ideology, manifesting themselves in both legal 
segregation and the menacing looks African Americans were given by 
whites. Martin Luther King Jr., a man of supreme oratory talents, was one 
man who used his leadership skills to enlighten our culture to the evils 
of racism through the civil rights movement. He inspired and motivated 
countless people through the use of music ranging from African spirituals 
to protest songs. The music of the civil rights movement and of Dr. King 
illustrates the deepest values of human rights, and ultimately the essence 
of American ideals.

CAITLIN DISALVO
grade 11, Red Bank Catholic High School, Red Bank
Second Prize

They say music can free the soul, and throughout the ages it has 
empowered people to express themselves while otherwise being 
silenced by society’s rigid standards. Sometimes it isn’t enough to simply 
pronounce something. You must feel it within yourself, and allow it to 
completely take over your heart and mind so that others can embrace 
your message as well.

LAURA BROWN
grade 12, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
Third Prize

It is clear that we have a long way to go before we are all free at last. Until 
that happens there will be people that will protest and exercise their right 
to free speech through song. Throughout history music has reflected the 
societal views towards political issues. It is these songs that we use when we 
are at a loss for words, they empower the powerless, and give the unheard a 
voice. And maybe one day soon, people of all nations, creeds, and religions 
can sing in harmony.



The MLK Day student contests are 

open to all 4th to 12th graders in 

New Jersey. Students may submit 

entries as individuals or through 

their schools or community 

organizations. Information on next 

year’s contests will be posted at  

www.princeton.edu/mlk, so 

please check the site periodically 

for updates. Generally, contest 

submissions are due in November, 

before Thanksgiving.

SARAH RICH
grade 11, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
Third Prize

There are an infinite number of barriers that separate humans today: language, 
knowledge, social standing, wealth, and different life experiences, just to name 
a few. However, musical expression in one of the fundamental, cross-cultural 
links that emotionally unites and strengthens all people. Modern psychologists 
have discovered that not only is music a powerful force in the lives of many, it 
is actually a part of humans’ biological heritage; newborn infants are pacified 
by the sound of a soothing melody even when they are unaffected by language 
that they cannot yet understand. Music is moving, stimulating, and energizing; 
it can focus one’s energy, sharpen one’s courage, or uplift one’s weary soul in 
times of trial.

PRERNA SINHA
grade 11, Montgomery High School, Skillman
Third Prize

When examining the civil rights movement the value of music is monumental 
and simply undeniable. It is imperative that society recognizes the continuous 
role music plays in large scale movements for reform and in the personal lives 
of thousands of citizens. Today citizens live in an age dominated by technology, 
yet they still choose to use music for communication of social and political 
messages on a large scale.

REBECCA COOK
grade 12, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
Honorable Mention

There simply is no competition with the force that music has in guiding a 
society through significant social movements. Just as Dr. King’s message of 
peace and nonviolence continues to resonate in society today, the songs of the 
civil rights movement carry an elusive poignancy that will forever burn bright.

HEATHER HONSTEIN
grade 11, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
Honorable Mention

I, too have a dream
For today’s generation of youth to wake up
Open your eyes, and see what has been our past
See what has become of this movement today
Remember the past struggles of a people
Be aware of the present prejudices—weighing down and hindering so many 
people
Preventing progress
Change what we can, remembering the spirit of society, the courage of a 
people, of a true 
Leader, Martin Luther King Jr.
Set your sights on the obtainable future
Open your eyes, lift up your soul, feel the beat, the rhythm, the pulse
And know that today there is still a fight to be fought

Turn up your radios, find it, hold onto it, and play it as loud as you can

RAINES PLAMBECK
grade 11, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
Honorable Mention

The notes are forming.
They’re not hard to learn. Each one holds a transgression or
Injustice committed against us, and in each repetition
Can be found our relentless mantra; we will be free.

DOMINIQUE RICE
grade 11, Stuart Country Day School Princeton
Honorable Mention

Born into a family with a love for music Dr. King learned at a young age 
to appreciate the sounds around him and the rhythm in the air. He often 
sang songs around the family piano and he learned to love every moment 
of it. He began to uncover the true meanings of music and to understand 
their importance in life. King most clearly manifested his love of music as 
an adult when he used the power of songs to gain the hearts of many.

CLARE WILES
grade 11, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
Honorable Mention

Lift Every Voice and Sing! Each one of us is a melody, a voice, a song. We 
are filled with inner beauty and the power to make a difference. In the 
past decades, great protestors have changed the world through the gift 
of music. 

EXCERPTS
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Design by Kirk Webber and Shani O. Hilton, Office of Communications

Student Contest Judges:

Carol A. zanca, Department Manager, Anthropology
and various committee staff and members

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration Committee:

Camilo A. Azcarate, Ombuds Officer
Thomas J. Bartus, Web Manager, Office of Communications
Deborah K. Blanks, Associate Dean, Office of the Dean of Religious Life
Laurel Masten Cantor, Director of Publications, Office of Communications
Paige G. Floyd, Class of 2010
Steven J. Healy, Director, Public Safety
Terri Harris Reed, Vice Provost for Institutional Equity and Diversity
Lauren D. Robinson-Brown, Committee Convener, Director of Communications
Karen Woodbridge, Director of Community Relations

Committee Staff, Office of Communications:

Jennifer Altmann, Staff Writer and Media Relations Officer
Denise J. Applewhite, University Photographer
Chad Boutin, Media Relations Officer and Science Staff Writer
Cass Cliatt, Media Relations Manager
Karin Dienst, Publications Editorial Manager
Shani O. Hilton, Consultant
John W. Jameson, Web Content Creator
Mahlon Lovett, Director of Multimedia Design
Matilda Luk, Assistant Designer
Liz Patten, Communications Assistant
Megan Peterson, Senior Designer
Eric Quiñones, Senior Writer
Beverly A. Randez, Committee Organizer, Assistant Director of Communications
Micole Sharlin, Web Strategist and Site Designer
Ruth A. Stevens, Managing Editor
Evelyn H. Tu, Web Specialist
Kirk A. Webber, Consulting Assistant Designer
Maggie Westergaard, Graphic Designer

Special thanks for significant contributions:

Alumni Association, Association of Black Princeton Alumni, Center for African 
American Studies, Office of Community and Regional Affairs, Office of Human 
Resources, Office of the President, Office of Printing and Mailing, Office of the 
Provost, Office of Public Affairs, Princetonians of Color Network, Richardson 
Auditorium and University Services, University Media Services, New Jersey Office 
of the Public Defender, Patricia Thel, and ASL Interpreters Peter Filipowicz and 
Sharon Ferraro.

www.princeton.edu/pr/mlk
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