
Princeton University’s annual celebration 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

January 19, 2009



MUSICAL SELECTIONS
Oasis Youth Steel Pan Ensemble

GREETING
Lianne Sullivan-Crowley

Vice President for Human Resources

REMARKS 
Shirley M. Tilghman

President

INTRODUCTION OF KEYNOTE
Audrey Diaz

MPA Student, Woodrow Wilson School

ADDRESS
Hugh Price

John Weinberg/Goldman Sachs Visiting Professor of Public and 
International Affairs, Woodrow Wilson School

PROGRAM2

“We must accept finite failure, 
but never lose infinite hope.”

    Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
    Strength to Love, 1963

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. with Assistant Dean of 
the Chapel Carl Reimers and chapel deacons on 
the steps of Chancellor Green in 1960.
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Hugh Price, who began a five-
year appointment at Princeton 
this academic year, is the former 
head of the National Urban 
League. He has dedicated his life 
to advocating for civil rights and 
equal opportunity. During his time 
at Princeton, he will lead courses 
that explore the many ways in 
which governments, foundations 

and nonprofit organizations can 
use their resources and influence 
to address social issues. 

A 1966 graduate of Yale Law 
School, Price embarked on a 
professional career as a lawyer 
representing low-income clients 
in Connecticut and served as 
the first executive director of the 
Black Coalition of New Haven.  
From 1978 to 1982, Price served 
on the editorial board of the New 
York Times, writing on a variety of 
public policy issues.  He went on 
to serve as a senior vice president 
of Thirteen/WNET public television 
in New York, and then was 
appointed vice president of the 
Rockefeller Foundation where he 
focused his efforts on improving 
education for at-risk youth and 
increasing opportunities for 
people of color.

During his tenure at the helm of 
the National Urban League, Price 

Oasis Youth Steel Pan Ensemble

The Oasis Youth Steel Pan 
Ensemble is a vibrant group of 
youngsters that perform various 
genres of music on the steel pan, 
a musical instrument developed 
in the Caribbean Islands of 
Trinidad & Tobago. The group, 
currently based in Newark, New 
Jersey, has been in existence for 
more than four years and has 
performed at various local and out 
of state venues.

Born from the view “To Whom 
Much Is Given, Much Is Expected,” 
the group and its founders, the 
late Bevan Black and former 
musical director Julien “Uncle 
Larry” Cross, believed in sharing 

this unique Caribbean culture 
with the world.
The origin of the group has its 
roots in a program developed in 
1987 by a group of parents and 
steel pan enthusiasts called “Pan 
for Personal Development.” This 
program originally included the 
children of parents who were 
members of various cultural orga-
nizations within the Essex county 
localities. The students develop 
social bonds among themselves 
and the neighborhood, thus 
preparing them for further com-
munity involvement and learn-
ing the importance of personal 
development in order to develop 
as an artist.

Today, the program has expanded 
into a school under the New 
United Foundation of Newark and 
has trained over 40 students. 
After being trained on the basics, 
the students are afforded a place 
in the performing group where 
they can experience local touring 
and performances at parks, 
concerts as well as cultural and 
church events.  The Oasis Youth 
Steel Pan Ensemble currently 
has 15 members and continues 
to grow under the direction 
of Mervyn “Mauby” Rudder 
and musical director Sherwin 
Thwaites.

spearheaded many initiatives with 
great success including tripling 
its endowment, restructuring its 
board of directors, defining a new 
strategic vision, launching the 
League’s historic Campaign for 
African-American Achievement, 
and reviving its magazine, 
Opportunity.   Following his time 
at the League, Price went on to 
serve as a senior advisor and 
co-chair of the Non-Profit and 
Philanthropy Practice Group at the 
law firm DLA Piper.

In addition to publishing numer-
ous texts on academic achieve-
ment, Price has served on the 
boards of directors of numerous 
corporations and foundations 
and received an array of honorary 
degrees and awards, including the 
Yale University Law School Medal 
of Honor and the Hunter College 
President’s Medal.



JOURNEY AWARD

The Journey Award 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was a 
powerful advocate for human 
rights who became one of the most 
noted African Americans in history. 
Yet even King acknowledged 
that his work represented the 
continuation of a journey started by 
others before him, including some 
of his personal mentors and heroes 
such as Dr. Benjamin E. Mays, 
Jesus Christ, A. Philip Randolph, 
and Mahatma Gandhi. King also 
predicted that the journey would 
not end with his own death. He 
often warned that this journey was 
not an easy path but a courageous 
one. In his 1967 address, “Where 
Do We Go From Here?” King said: “I 
must confess, my friends, the road 
ahead will not always be smooth. 

There will be still rocky places 
of frustration and meandering 
points of bewilderment. There 
will be inevitable setbacks here 
and there. There will be those 
moments when the buoyancy of 
hope will be transformed into the 
fatigue of despair. Our dreams will 
sometimes be shattered and our 
ethereal hopes blasted. … Difficult 
and painful as it is, we must walk 
on in the days ahead with an 
audacious faith in the future.”     
And so, the journey continues.

The MLK Day Journey Award has 
been created to recognize annu-
ally members of the Princeton 
University faculty, staff, or student 
body who best represent the 
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The Journey Award includes a 
commemorative plaque (left) 
and an engraved wristwatch 
(opposite page) that features 
concepts including: love, 
truth, risk, vision, dedication, 
strength, dignity, hope, 
justice, faith, courage, and 
community.

continued journey to achieve King’s 
vision for America. Awardees have 
demonstrated that they support 
King’s philosophy and teachings 
and that they have actively contrib-
uted to the improvement of civil 
rights and/or human rights, particu-
larly in manners that have positively 
affected the Princeton University 
community.

President Shirley M. Tilghman 
and the MLK Day Celebration 
Committee are pleased to honor 
William Massey, this year’s award 
recipient, and are grateful for his 
continued efforts.



Journey Awards

2008
John Templeton, for Lifetime Service
Anna Almore, for Special Achievement

2007
None Awarded

2006
Albert J. Raboteau, for Lifetime Service

2005
Robert K. Durkee, for Lifetime Service
Dylan H. Tatz, for Special Achievement

JOURNEY AWARD
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William Massey
Journey Award for Lifetime Service

For more than seven years, 
Professor William A. Massey 
‘77, Edwin S. Wilsey Professor 
of Operations Research and 
Financial Engineering, has 
served as a critical resource to 
undergraduate and graduate 
students on campus, especially 
underrepresented minorities. 
Described as one who has 
“energized the campus 

community,” Massey’s impact can 
best be measured by the number 
of students who have been 
encouraged to study and work in 
the field of engineering.

As his nomination stated, Massey 
is “untiringly working to increase 
the number of minority graduate 
engineering students on campus, 
as well as working to improve 
their career outlook and chances.” 
Massey is the founder the Wesley 
S. Harris Scientific Society, which 
provides an intellectual and social 
home for Princeton graduate 
students from underrepresented 
groups by encouraging them to 
pursue careers in science and 
technology research. Massey 
also serves as a mentor and 
nurturer to graduate students by 
introducing them to successful 
engineering professionals.

Born and raised in Missouri, 
Massey first arrived in Princeton in 
1973 to begin his undergraduate 
studies in Mathematics. A lauded 
member of the class of 1977, 
he went on to graduate study at 
Stanford University. During his 

time at Stanford, he received a 
Bell Labs Cooperative Research 
Fellowship for minorities to attend 
graduate school. After completing 
his mathematics Ph.D. in 1981, 
Massey went to work for Bell Labs 
in the Mathematical Sciences 
Research Center. During his 
tenure there, he became the first 
Research Fellowship program 
recipient to mentor another fellow. 
He returned to Princeton in 2001, 
accepting a full professorship as 
the Edwin S. Wilsey Professor 
of Operations Research and 
Financial Engineering. 

In 2006, Massey was made 
a fellow of the Institute for 
Operations Research and 
Management Sciences for his 
contributions to the field of 
queueing theory. He was also 
awarded the Blackwell-Tapia Prize 
for achievements in mathematical 
research and his mentoring of 
minorities and women in the field 
of mathematics. Recently, Massey 
was elected Member-at-Large 
of the Council of the American 
Mathematical Society where he 
will serve a three-year term.



WINNERS

 First Prize Kirstin Nicole Carter, grade 7, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
 Second Prize Emily Herman, grade 8, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
 Third Prize Erik Ferenczy, grade 7, Readington Middle School, Whitehouse Station
 Honorable Mention  Devon Fitzgerald, grade 7, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
  Summer Ramsay-Burrough, grade 8, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton 
  Brittany King, grade 8, Frances S. DeMasi Middle School, Marlton
  Elisa Vera, grade 8, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
  Caroline Scott, grade 7, St. Paul School, Princeton 
  Gabriel Spadaccini, grade 8, St.  Paul School, Princeton

        
 First Prize Dabin Lee, grade 10, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
 Second Prize Alisha Mehndiratta, grade 9, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
 Third Prize Lara Agnew, grade 10, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
  Whitney Charbonneau, grade 10, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
 Honorable Mention  Brooke Ferenczy, grade 9, Hunterdon Central Regional High School, Flemington 
  Imani Lucas, grade 9, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
  Charlotte Murray, grade 10, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton 
  Yvonne Taylor, grade 9, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
  Marisa Suarez, grade 10, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton

 First Prize  Grace Rosen, grade 11, Princeton High School, Princeton
 Second Prize Hannah Claudio, grade 12, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton  
 Third Prize Kimberly Clifton, grade 11, West Windsor-Plainsboro High School South, Plainsboro 
 Honorable Mention  Nicole Allen, grade 12, Cherokee High School, Marlton 
  Abigail Borah, grade 12 Stuart Country Day School, Princeton  
  Julia Farnum, grade 12, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton 
  Elyse Sartor, grade 11, West Windsor-Plainsboro High School South, Plainsboro 
  Kate Wiles, grade 12, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton

POStER cONtESt
 First Prize Emily Gaskin, grade 5, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
 Second Prize Christina Chen, grade 6, John Witherspoon Middle School, Princeton
 Third Prize Isabella Kopits, grade 5, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
 Honorable Mention  Sophia Bernardi, grade 5, Princeton Day School, Princeton
  Lauren Martucci, grade 6, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton 
  Clarissa Vickerie, grade 4, Hillcrest School, Somerset

Grades 4–6

ESSAY cONtESt Grades 7–8

VIDEO cONtESt
 First Prize Morgan Crowe, grade 7, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
 Second Prize Emilia Lopez-Ona, grade 7, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton  
  Kayla Jones, grade 7, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
  Cherie Y. Gu, grade 10, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton  
 Third Prize Kristi Hallowell, grade 10, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton 
 Honorable Mention Sasha Chhabra, grade 9, Princeton High School, Princeton
  Aleksander Orofino, grade 7, Smalley Middle School, Bound Brook  
  Charlotte Zaininger, grade 7, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton  

Grades 7–12
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Hundreds of New Jersey students helped commemorate the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. by submitting original essays, posters, slide presentations, 
songs, and videos. For 2009, we asked students to follow the hotly contested presidential election and asked, “If he were alive today, what would      
Dr. King most want our newly elected president to be concerned about?” More information is available at www.princeton.edu/mlk. 

Grades 11–12

Grades 9–10



Second Prize Winner

Christina Chen
grade 6                                                                       
John Witherspoon Middle School, Princeton

Emily Gaskin
grade 5                                                                     
Stuart Country Day School, Princeton

First Prize Winner

Isabella Kopits
grade 6                                                                       
Stuart Country Day School, Princeton

third Prize Winner

WINNERS
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Sophia Bernardi
grade 5                                                                       
Princeton Day School, Princeton

Honorable Mentions

ERIK FERENCZY 
grade 7, Readington Middle School, Whitehouse Station

Third Prize

With energy consumption far too high throughout our nation and efficiency 
plans far too low, we are doomed to perpetuate this crisis for the foreseeable 
years to come.  Does it pain the average human that his/her grandchildren 
might never see a polar bear?  However, there is hope that one day we will 
be able to breathe fresh air, be protected by the ozone layer, and preserve 
our polar caps.  There is hope that one day we will not need to fear that polar 
bears and penguins will become extinct because of climate change.  In order 
to reduce consumption of non-renewable energy, we must counteract it with 
natural, eco-friendly decisions. 

DEVON FITZGERALD
grade 7, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton

Honorable Mention

I predict that if we educate children at an early age around the 6th through 
12th grades.  If we educate them to all of the benefits of college there will be 
higher enrollment rates.  In addition to that, schools should have role models 
come in and tell them their life story, and how college impacted their life 
for the better.  Students should be made aware that what they do with the 
rest of their lives is their choice…They must make up their own minds, but 
sometimes we all need a little guidance.

WINNERS
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Grades 7–8

KIRSTIN NICOLE CARTER
grade 7, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton

First Prize

We need to bring our troops home, and we need to keep the promises made 
to the American people during the Presidential race.  Dr. King would have 
supported the message that was given by the Obama campaign, “The removal 
of troops will be responsible and phased, directed by military commanders 
on the ground and done in consultation with the Iraqi government.”

Let’s do it, Mr. President, for the sake of Little Sally, for the sake of our nation, 
for the sake of the world, and let’s do it, for the sake of Martin Luther King Jr.  
As he always said, “I have a dream…”  Let’s chase his dream too.  We have 
a dream…

EMILY HERMAN
grade 8, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton

Second Prize

Take a look back in recent American history and you will see the struggles 
of many who tried to reform our education system.  Those strong people did 
everything they could to create equal opportunities for students of all races…
Now that people of all races work, pray, struggle, go to jail, and stand up for 
freedom together, why should some races be more educated than others?  I 
find this nonsensical and absurd.

Clarissa Vickerie
grade 4                                                                       
Hillcrest School, Somerset

A sampling of essay excerpts follows:

Lauren Martucci
grade 6                                                                       
Stuart Country Day School, Princeton



CAROLINE SCOTT 
grade 7, St. Paul School, Princeton 
Honorable Mention

The social status of a student deeply affects the way that student can learn.  
If he or she is being made fun of, joked about, or harassed because of his 
or her race or skin color, that child may not only learn less effectively, but 
he or she may not even want to go to school.  The point of desegregating 
schools was to make sure that every child had an equal opportunity to 
a good education.  But if students cannot learn because of the social 
injustices, wouldn’t that defeat the whole purpose?

BRITTANY KING
grade 8, Frances S. DeMasi Middle School, Marlton

Honorable Mention

Where are we currently in our society?  How can we lead our world and 
be examples for other nations?  We must have open dialogue with our 
allies and friends; support global peace and stand for what is right.  Our 
future depends on it.  Hate breeds war and destroys life, but peace prevails.  
We must not be weak in our stand for peace.  We must work with other 
countries to establish democratic governance, and work to support the 
needs of people in developing worlds, and to ensure that nations conduct 
themselves responsibly.  I will work with the president to develop diplomatic 
foundations to secure the further freedom for all people.  America is the 
greatest nation and we must conduct ourselves as such.

SUMMER RAMSAY-BURROUGH
grade 8, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton

Honorable Mention

American students are now also competing against students from all 
around the world for jobs.  With a lowering education rate, the United 
States is falling behind to countries like China and India, where education 
is a priority.  What should we do to make education our priority?

I propose that funding be increased, but that these increases be focused 
on certain areas, especially literacy programs, tutors, teacher preparation 
courses, and college preparation.  To address the alarming decline in 
adolescent literacy rates, money should be distributed so that low-income 
schools can develop their middle and high school language arts programs.  
This will not only raise reading proficiency, but also proficiency in math and 
science.  I believe that the United States should make an effort to ensure 
that all teachers are qualified, not just the ones who teach in wealthy 
areas.  Perhaps, to guarantee this, teacher preparation courses may have 
to be provided to prepare new educators.  The process of hiring teachers 
should be made simpler, faster and less biased, while still requiring the 
teacher to be qualified.  Every person regardless of race, background and 
gender, should be considered equally for a teaching job.

ELISA VERA
grade 8, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton

Honorable Mention

All the injustice, crime, poverty, and desperation that occurred in the 
Great Depression are the reasons why we as a government cannot let our 
economy fail like that.  If we do so we have violated the rights of the people 
and have failed our job as a democracy supporting the ideal of freedom, 
justice, and equality. 

Our economy is a representation of our future success or future failure.  If 
we fail now and our economy crashes our place in the world as a powerful 
country will be in question.  We will never be able to help world poverty and 
prevent genocides if we cannot support ourselves economically.  We will 
never be able to fight for freedom and justice if we can’t afford it.  If we 
as Americans are supposed to be know as liberators and peace makers 
than we have to keep our economy stronger than steel so that we may 
stand up for the oppressed and meek; for those who are unable to support 
themselves so that we may give them a hand and slowly lift them up from 
the dark pool of despair.

GABRIEL SPADACCINI
grade 8, St. Paul School, Princeton

Honorable Mention

In Dr. King’s first anti-war speech in 1965, he warned about the damage 
America was doing to itself by dropping bombs on another nation while 
neglecting the crisis of its own cities.  The link to the future from that 
statement could be the housing markets.  It could also be the recent 
market crash or the rising fuel prices.  There are many problems in the 
United States that are unsolved and the war in Iraq is taking the money 
from those issues.  While we are not necessarily dropping bombs on Iraq, 
we are not addressing the needs of our country with as much intensity as 
we could be.

Grades 9–10 

DABIN LEE
grade 10, Stuart Country Day, Princeton

First Prize

To give people equal treatment, we need to introduce universal health 
coverage, which means that everyone in this country automatically obtains 
health insurance managed by the government.  Some people might assert 
the budget as a problem.  Since the budget of the country is not easily 
adjusted, it might seem as if it’s a daunting problem at first glance. Our 
nation is spending too much of the budget on the war in Iraq.  The money 
we have spent there could have been used to rescue millions of people who 
didn’t have health insurance.  However, this is not the only solution.  If our 
government implements universal health coverage, the people who have 
been paying a great deal for either personal health insurance or insurance 
by companies wouldn’t have to spend that money on it.  Not having to pay 
for health insurance may boost our economy.

WINNERS
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IMANI LUCAS
grade 9, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton

Honorable Mention

Our federal government should take the lead and cut back on the amount of 
pollution it produces.  We would then set the example for state government 
and ultimately average citizens.  At the same time we should also create 
better laws that discourage violators from polluting and wasting.  

Overall we need to work on improving the quality of our earth.  By implementing 
and enforcing these laws, I believe that it could lead to a better America and 
a better earth…Our federal government should be the first to lead the way for 
its citizens and the world by reducing the amount of pollution it creates.

CHARLOTTE MURRAY
grade 10, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton

Honorable Mention

We as a nation and as a world need to put away our hate and instead take 
up the banner of peace.  Our Earth has so many diverse cultures and we 
need to learn and share ourselves with them.  And, although we may see 
others as enemies, we should never set aside our own values and morals 
and lose sight of ourselves in anger and pain.  The Geneva Convention set in 
the aftermath of the atrocities of World War II ensures that people are to be 
treated humanely.  We cannot violate the basic rights of human beings.  Unity 
is what we should strive for.  

YVONNE TAYLOR
grade 9 Stuart Country Day School, Princeton

Honorable Mention

The injustice of unequal pay is not just an injustice that affects the women 
of the country.  It is an injustice that affects the children of this country.  
Children live off of their parents’ incomes for the majority of their lives, as 
young children and youths.  By robbing women of those 230 dollars, you are 
robbing children of 230 dollars worth of food from their mouths, 230 dollars 
worth of clothes from their backs, and 230 dollars of rent or mortgage that 
pays for the shelter they live under.

MARISA SUAREZ
grade 10, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton
Honorable Mention 

Some Americans will say that our duty in Iraq is over.  United States troops 
entered Iraq to ensure that weapons of mass destruction did not create 
worldwide chaos.  So if America’s troops have already succeeded in that task 
then why aren’t they back home and out of danger?  This question is one 
that I imagine has been asked time and time again over past years.  I also 
imagine that people could have many different answers to this question.  For 
example, some answers may concern oil while others may concern terrorism 
and democracy.  Whatever your answer to this question Mr. President, I 
believe the majority of Americans agree that our soldiers are ready to stop 
sacrificing and start coming home.

WINNERS
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ALISHA MEHNDIRATTA
grade 9, Stuart Country Day, Princeton

Second Prize

I strongly believe that although today’s schools may all talk about diversity 
among their student body, their curriculums just do not give enough 
emphasis on the importance of understanding and respecting the diverse 
cultures existing on earth.  Students need to start learning about the ethnic 
variety right from the first years of school.  As all our challenges become less 
localized and more globalized, we cannot afford for the next generation to 
be ignorant.  For us to be more open-minded to new ideas and differences, 
the foremost place to start would be in schools, where children spend the 
majority of their day.

LARA AGNEW
grade 10, Stuart Country Day, Princeton

Third Prize

It may seem as if there is no time, or that there are many other issues to be 
dealt with, but agriculture is most important for it is the foundation of our 
lives.

Agriculture is tradition, culture, and life, the ultimate labor.  Now, as this new 
presidency begins, we must address the issues of agriculture in the United 
States of America as one of our top priorities.  There is much that we can do 
to make a difference, so we must follow Dr. King’s example by addressing 
and utilizing the solutions as soon as possible.  As the great hero strongly 
believed, it is extremely important to respect the land, wildlife, health, 
environment, and most importantly ourselves.

WHITNEY CHARBONNEAU
grade 10, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton

Third Prize

I strongly believe that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. would have specifically 
been intrigued and involved in the current issues regarding education in our 
country, qualifying them as necessary to be solved promptly.  The issues that 
have been brought to our attention must be taken care of imminently in order 
to maintain, if not exceed, the current level of education in our country.  It is 
important that we not only provide equal educational opportunities for every 
child, but make sure that these opportunities are quality ones.

It is necessary to instill in each child a love and interest in learning and we 
must ensure that each student has the ability to reach their full potential.  

BROOKE FERENCZY
grade 9 Hunterdon Central Regional High School, Flemington

Honorable Mention

I believe that if Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. were alive today, he would most 
want you, President-elect Obama, to make working towards solving 
America’s current economic crisis your top priority.  This crisis is threatening 
millions of homeowners, national financial institutions, and entire countries 
throughout the world…It is vital for you to make your solution apparent and 
clear to everyone.  When this has been completed, there will hopefully be less 
confusion and panic, and we will potentially be able to lead our nation out of 
this dark and dismal phase and into the bright light of financial stability and 
growth.



Grades 11–12

GRACE ROSEN
grade 11, Princeton High School, Princeton

First Prize

As the first president to come of age in the wake of the civil rights revolution 
of the 1960s, you have a unique opportunity to focus the nation’s attention 
on this next frontier.  As your Vice President I urge you to speak out, as you 
did not do during your campaign, against these state bans on gay marriage 
and for complete equality under the law for all Americans.  

Marriage is an important issue, but it is not the only issue.  Your goal 
should be to build a national consensus for extending the protections of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th 
Amendment to gay people.  The courts and the legislatures cannot do 
this alone.  You must use your bully pulpit to prepare the ground, to bring 
Americans to an understanding that discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation is as wrong as discrimination based on race.

HANNAH CLAUDIO
grade 12, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton

Second Prize

King fought his entire life for economic and racial equality.  It is evident 
that Dr. Martin Luther King would recognize the inequality and racism 
associated with gun related violence.  It is unfair that minority lives are 
at stake with lenient gun laws.  All lives should be equally protected.  In 
order to have a just society wealthy suburbs should be just as safe as 
impoverished cities.  Dr. King is remembered for his commitment to social 
justice; in order to carry on his vision for America it is crucial that the 
government focus more on the issue of gun related violence.  A cabinet 
department of Peace and Opposition to Violence is one way to achieve 
this goal.  It is time for America to be committed to ending preventable 
bloodshed as well as the inequality and racism associated with it.

KIMBERLY CLIFTON
grade 11, West Windsor-Plainsboro High School South, Plainsboro

Third Prize

The war has cost American lives, families, and billions of dollars.  Despite 
the claims of the previous administration, the war is not succeeding in 
preserving or promoting freedom.  Instead, Mr. President, the war has 
provoked hostilities against Americans and ruined our nation’s image. 
The United States now needs to show the world a different face from the 
violent, vengeful image created by the previous administration.  Calling for 
peace will improve America’s image and show the world that we are able 
to admit our mistakes and change.

NICOLE ALLEN
grade 12, Cherokee High School, Marlton

Honorable Mention

Taking the position of secretary of education, I would advise the president 
on the principles that Dr. King has inspired me to pursue; to support more 
funding into educational programs, provide students with the foundation 
they need to succeed in life, give teachers better salaries and teach kids 
his principles to make them the brighter future for tomorrow.

ABIGAL BORAH

grade 12, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton

Honorable Mention

Using the past to influence the future, we must look at our own actions, right 
now, and stop dwelling in the sorrow of historic wrongdoing.  When we throw 
things away, “away” is a place.  Instead of saying “I can’t…” ask yourself, “Can 
you afford not to change?”  Ask yourself “how can I live so others don’t suffer?”  
But vision without action is just a daydream.  We need change in action, not 
just in the idealized rhetoric of leaders making empty promises.  It is time to 
plant the seeds of progress.  It is time to grow a tree of acceptance and equality 
paired with environmental sustainability and earth stewardship.  Finally, it is 
our time to take charge of decisions and make a change for the new direction 
of America.

JULIA FARNUM
grade 12, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton

Honorable Mention

The new President must embrace humanity and pledge to provide high-quality 
health care for all Americans.  In this debate I am convinced that Martin Luther 
King Jr. would have taken the position that without good health, a person cannot 
thrive and pursue the dreams of satisfaction and happiness that this nation 
affords some….Health care is one of the inalienable rights that Americans 
deserve, and this new administration must persevere in following Dr. King’s 
dream for equality in this arena.  In the Land of the Free are we not all created 
equal?

ELYSE SARTOR
grade 11, West Windsor-Plainsboro High School South, Plainsboro

Honorable Mention

Using the philosophy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. – the philosophy that motivated 
his value of peace and his opposition to the Vietnam War – I would advise the 
President to support the United States’ military in its country-building and 
humanitarian missions in Afghanistan and Iraq by staying until the people of 
both countries have secure self-rule that recognizes and ensures civil liberties 
and rights.

KATE WILES
grade 12, Stuart Country Day School, Princeton

Honorable Mention

A position of benevolence, encouraging public works to strengthen the lowest 
economic class and granting tax breaks to the middle class while reeling back 
those that were put in place of the upper class will bridge the financial gap.  
“Take from the rich and give to the poor” was Robin Hood’s motto, but your more 
modern version might be, “Economic reconstruction through equal economic 
opportunity.”  Resist special interest groups that will buy your presidency and with 
it the national economy through their offerings of extravagant wealth.  Instead, 
encourage those who work 14 hours a day to provide food for their children to 
keep faith in their employers.  Support individuals to better themselves through 
the opportunities of a good education.  Pump money into the development of 
jobs for the unemployed in the public sector, and you will reap the rewards of a 
strengthened economy.

WINNERS
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Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebration committee

Arnie Aronoff, Executive Director, Office of Human Resources
Makeba Clay, Director, Carl A. Fields Center for Equality and Cultural Understanding
Cheri Lawson, Director for Equal Opportunity Programs, Office of the Provost
Robert Martinez, Manager, Diversity and Inclusion, Office of Human Resources
Terri Harris Reed, Committee Convener, Vice Provost for Institutional Equity and Diversity
Lianne Sullivan-Crowley, Vice President for Human Resources
Shirley M. Tilghman, President, Princeton University

Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebration committee Staff and Student contest Judges:

Zia C. Bartley, Committee Organizer, Office of Human Resources
Thomas J. Bartus, Office of Communications
Laurel Masten Cantor, Office of Communications
Cass Cliatt, Office of Communications
Felicia Edwards, Committee Organizer, Office of the Provost
Catherine Geddis, Office of Human Resources
D.A. Graham, Ombuds Office
Erin Graham, Office of the Provost
Kya Hertz, Office of the Vice President for Campus Life
Shani Hilton, Office of Communications
Rhonda Hospedales, Office of Human Resources
Pierre Joanis, Office of Human Resources
John Martin, Office of Development Administration
F. Joy Montero, Graduate School
Liz Patten, Office of Communications
Eric Quinones, Office of Communications
Brian C. Rubin, Office of Corporate and Foundation Relations
Ruth A. Stevens, Office of Communications
Leah Targon, Office of the Vice President for Information Technology
Eve Woodman Tominey, Office of Disability Services
Ara Tucker, Office of the Provost
Rie Yamauchi, Office of University Services
Carol Zanca, Department of Anthropology

Special thanks for significant contributions:

Broadcast Center, Carl A. Fields Center for Equality and Cultural Understanding, Office of 
Communications, Office of Community and Regional Affairs, Office of the President, Office of Printing 
and Mailing, Office of Public Affairs, Princetonians of Color Network, Richardson Auditorium and 
University Services, University Media Services, and ASL Interpreters Don Rubel and Stephen Toth

www.princeton.edu/mlk

PROGRAM cREDItS
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The MLK Day student contests are open to all 4th through 12th graders in New Jersey. Students may 

submit entries as individuals, through their schools, or community organizations. Please be sure to check 

www.princeton.edu/mlk periodically for updates and information on next year’s contest theme. Generally, 

contest submissions are due in November, before Thanksgiving.
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