
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

PRl~CETON NEV.' JERSEY

PREsmENT's ROOM

May 1, 19b1

CommiAtaioner of Internal Revenue
Waahingtvn ZS. D. C.

Re: Marie H. Robertson - Proposed Gift to
The R;:}bertaon Fvu.ndation

( 'iDear Sir:

I !
I Am advised :that the Internal Revenue Seryicb Ihas raised a

, "-
que sttoa with respect to Princeton University1:s.;;otttft-Q~'q~ the Robe r raou
FOllDdation. A 8taternent On this qu.e5tion.ir~~ue8ted~~>me.

From the very inception of the P;Q~~ )0 enlarge and strengthen
the braduate diviaion of the Vt oodrow wh.a'oO ~ool of Public and Inter-

b ~ r(ll •
national Affairs, the prospective ~~e,.~~yunderstood and agreed
that the University mus t have th' ~nslbib.i1 for .ae Cirection. maintenance

I . ' \

and operation of the School in all its aspects.
,,\. /'!

\ ,______ f

The incorporatiop~eR~~n Foundation as the venic:le .o r the
gift implements this ag~e¢ment ~.he stipulation that the majority of the
Trustees of the Foundatidn, 4 cur.of 7, are to be University representatives.
Thi. is essential, bince\~~-..lU1i~~isitycculd plan 80 many permanent appoint­
ments to its faculty and d~-9JS an expanded progeam of this magnitude unless
both policy control and continuous financial support for the program were
assured to it. Also. tbe Certificate of Incorporation clearly state. (paragraph 3)
that the benefit. of tne Foundation shall accru.e "to or for t.be use of Princetvn
University." Tne distribulion of the earnings "f the Founda;ion will be in
the hands of the Trust.ees of the Foundation of whom, &s stated, PrincetOn
University t.a8 a controlling majority. Finally. only if Princeton ceas.s to
be a tax exempt organization may the Foundation direct its funos to a.ny other
ins ti tu tion.

Thu8. Lhere is no question but that t.he donor intends tbis gift to be for
the 801e use of Princeton Univer~ity. Indeed. the Trustees of Princeton
University would not have agreed to accept thia gift, and au.thorized this most
important and greatly expanded program of post-graduate ins.ruction for the
public service, if they had not been adviaed and believed t.hat the University
COntrolled the Foundation through iu. majority representation.

Sincerely you.rs,

Ruber,; F. Gobeen
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