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CENTER OVERVIEW  

The Research Program in Development Studies is a 30-year old program which 

focuses on issues germane to development.  In most recent years, the Program’s 

research has been centered in economics, particularly in microeconomic 

foundations of development.  The group’s research interests currently includes 

the measurement of poverty; household dynamics and individuals’ outcomes; 

the relationship between health and economic development; linkages between 

income, income equality and health status; the impact of AIDS on individuals 

and households in sub-Saharan Africa; global well being; the impact of 

infrastructure on individual and household outcomes; and schooling, school 

quality and returns to education.   
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RPDS FACULTY 

 

 

Anne Case (Director, Research Program in Development Studies; 
Alexander Stewart 1886 Professor of Economics and Public 
Affairs; Acting Director, Center for Health and Wellbeing; Ph.D., 
Princeton University, 1988) – interests include development 
economics, health economics, and economics of the family. 

 

 

 

 

Angus S. Deaton (Dwight D. Eisenhower Professor of Economics 
and International Affairs; Ph.D., Cambridge University, 1974) – 
interests include microeconomic analysis, applied econometrics, 
and economic development.  His current research includes 
mortality and morbidity; poverty and inequality; and life 
satisfaction in rich and poor countries.  

 

 

 

Taryn Dinkelman (Assistant Professor of Economics and Public 
Affairs; Ph.D., University of Michigan, 2008) – interests include 
development and labor economics, currently focusing on how 
infrastructure affects labor markets in developing countries 
and on how children born during a drought grow to have 
poorer long-term human capital outcomes.   
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Jeffrey Hammer (Charles and Marie Robertson Visiting Professor 
in Economic Development; Ph.D., Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, 1979) – interests include issues related to public 
economics, public expenditures, and policy reform in the social 
sectors, particularly health.    

 

 

 

Christina Paxson (Dean, Woodrow Wilson School; Hughes-
Rogers Professor of Economics and Public Affairs; Ph.D., 
Columbia University, 1987) – interests include health policy, 
child wellbeing, economic development, microeconomics, 
economic inequality and poverty, in addition to race and 
ethnicity, education, and welfare policy and reform.  

 

 

 

Sam Schulhofer-Wohl (Assistant Professor of Economics and 
Public Affairs; Ph.D., University of Chicago, 2007) – interests 
include economic development, macroeconomics and 
demography with research focusing on heterogeneity in risk 
preferences and income processes, the welfare costs of risk, 
and models for age, period and cohort effects.   
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RPDS VISITING SCHOLAR 

 

Adrienne Lucas conducts research which focuses on 
development and growth economics, with a particular interest 
in disease and human capital accumulation.  Her current work 
includes studies on tropical diseases, free primary education in 
sub-Saharan Africa, and the importance of schooling inputs in 
the human capital production function.  She is an Assistant 
Professor of Economics at Wellesley College and received her 
Ph.D. in Economics from Brown University in 2006. 

 

RPDS RESEARCH STAFF 

 

 

Kimberly Bryan (Research Specialist I) joined Princeton 
University in June 2008.   Kim received her B.A. in Economics 
from Rutgers’ University.   

 

 

Alice Muehlhof (Research Specialist II) began working at 
Princeton University in September, 2005. She received her 
M.S. in Applied Statistics from West Chester University and 
her B.A. from Arcadia University. 
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RESEARCH INITIATIVES 

 

Measuring Poverty in the World and in India 

In this work we are looking at how to measure poverty, focusing on the poverty 

counts in the world, in particular the number of people living on less than a dollar 

a day.  The world poverty counts are compiled by the World Bank, and there are 

issues concerning their interpretation, reliability and whether they might be 

improved.  A most recent debate concerns why there has been so much growth in 

the world, and so little poverty reduction.  The answer to this puzzle lies in deep 

contradictions between the data sources used to measure growth and those used 

to measure poverty.  

In India 

India’s National Sample Survey (NSS) measures Indian poverty using a series of 

household surveys, the results of which have been subject to intense debate in 

recent years, creating questions about the appropriateness of the poverty lines 

used by the government of India.  Additionally, the Indian consumer price indexes 

used in the poverty calculations have also come under question.  Angus Deaton 

and his collaborators have been addressing these issues in a series of papers.  

Measuring life satisfaction around the world 

Angus Deaton, with collaborators, has been examining the question of whether 
money buys ‘happiness,’ separately for two aspects of well-being: emotional well-
being—which refers to the emotional quality of an individual’s everyday 
experience (the frequency and intensity of experiences of joy, stress, sadness, 
anger, and affection that make one’s life pleasant or unpleasant)—and life 
evaluation, which refers to the thoughts that people have about their life when 
they think about it.  
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South Africa: Poverty, Inequality and Health 

For the period 2002 through 2006 Anne Case and 

collaborators ran integrated health and economic surveys 

in South Africa with survey instruments that collected data 

on a range of traditional and non-traditional measures of 

wellbeing including income and consumption, measures of health status 

(including mental health), morbidity, crime, social connectedness, intra-

household relationships, and direct hedonic measures of wellbeing. 

These surveys drew on recent work in economics, health, psychology, and 

anthropology to explore different kinds of welfare measures and the relationships 

between them. From 2002 through 2005 Case collected data in Limpopo Province, 

at the Agincourt Demographic Surveillance Site, and in Khayelitsha (a township 

outside Cape Town) through the auspices of the Philani Nutrition and 

Development Project. We collected a fourth wave of data for the Cape Town Area 

Panel Study (CAPS) in 2006 with researchers from the University of Cape Town 

and the University of Michigan, with funding by the National Institutes of Health.  

Case, with colleagues, is currently analyzing these data to investigate the links 

between health status and economic status.  

In addition, Case, with collaborators, is using longitudinal demographic and 

socioeconomic data collected in the Africa Centre for Health and Population 

Studies Demographic Surveillance Area (KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa) between 

2000 and 2010 to document the impact of household death on children’s 

outcomes.   
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PUBLICATIONS AND WORKING PAPERS 

The Research Program in Development Studies has produced the following papers 

during the 2009 academic year:  

“A snapshot of the age of distribution of psychological well-being in the United 

States” – A. Stone, J. Schwartz, J. Broderick, and A. Deaton, PNAS, June 1, 2010, 

vol. 107, no. 22, pp. 9985-9990 

“Aging, religion and health” – A. Deaton  

“Are economists human?” – A. Deaton, The Lancet, no. 374, November 2009 

“Causes and Consequences of Early Life Health” – A. Case and C. Paxson, NBER 

Working Paper No. 15637, forthcoming, Demography 

“Compliance with minimum wage laws when penalties and enforcement are 

weak: Evidence from domestic workers in South Africa” – T. Dinkelman 

“Do Newspapers Matter? Evidence from the Closure of The Cincinnati Post” – S. 

Schulhofer-Wohl, NBER Working Paper No. 14817 

“Early Life Health and Cognitive Function in Old Age” -  A. Case and C. Paxson, 

American Economic Review: Papers and Proceedings, v. 99, iss. 2, pp. 104-109  

“Evidence on the impact of minimum wage laws in an informal sector: Domestic 

workers in South Africa” – T. Dinkelman, RPDS Working Paper No. 271 

“Global Poverty and Global Price Indexes” – A. Deaton and O. Dupriez 

“Health and Wellbeing in Udaipur and South Africa” – A. Case and A. Deaton, 

Chapter 9 in Developments in the Economics of Aging, David Wise (ed.), University 

of Chicago Press 
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“Health Care and its Reform in India” – J. Hammer and J. Das in Chetan Ghate 

(ed.), The Oxford Handbook of the Indian Economy, forthcoming 

“Heterogeneity and Tests of Risk Sharing” – S. Schulhofer-Wohl 

“Heterogeneous Risk Preferences and the Welfare Cost of Business Cycles” – S. 

Schulhofer-Wohl, Review of Economic Dynamics, v. 11, no. 4, pp. 761-780 

“Income inequality and mortality in U.S. cities: Weighing the evidence.  A 

response to Ash” – A. Deaton and D. Lubotsky, Social Science and Medicine, v. 68, 

pp. 1914-1917 

“Instruments of development: Randomization in the tropics, and the search for 

the elusive keys to economic development” – A. Deaton, Proceedings of the 

British Academy, 2008 Lectures, v. 162, Oxford University Press, 2009, pp. 123-160 

“Investing in (secondary) schooling in Chile” – T. Dinkelman with C. Martínez A.  

“Labor Supply Responses to Large Social Transfers: Longitudinal Evidence from 

South Africa” – A. Case, C. Ardington, and V. Hosegood, American Economic 

Journal: Applied Economics, vol. 1, iss. 1, pp. 22-48 

“Life at the top: the benefits of height” – A. Deaton and R. Arora, Economics and 

Human Biology, v.7, no. 2, pp. 133-136 

“Modeling the Evolution of Age and Cohort Effects in Social Research” – S. 

Schulhofer-Wohl and Y. Yang 

“New cellular networks in Malawi: Correlates of service rollout and effects on 

employment” T. Dinkelman, with D. Batzilis, E. Oster, R. Thornton, and D. Zanera 

“Price indexes, inequality, and the measurement of world poverty” – A. Deaton, 

forthcoming, American Economic Review, March 2010 
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“Purchasing power parity exchange rates for the global poor” – A. Deaton and O. 

Dupriez 

“Remembrance of things past: The impact of recall periods on reported 

mortality and health seeking behavior” – J. Hammer, with J. Das, and C. Sanchez-

Paramo, Working Paper 

“Requiescat in Pace? The Consequences of High Priced Funerals in South Africa” 

- A. Case and A. Menendez, NBER Working Paper No. 14998, forthcoming in 

Explorations in the Economics of Aging, David Wise (ed.), University of Chicago 

Press 

“Sex Differences in Obesity Rates in Poor Countries: Evidence from South Africa” 

– A. Case and A. Menendez, Economics and Human Biology, vol. 7, iss. 3, pp. 271-

282 

“The effects of rural electrification on employment: New evidence from South 

Africa” – T. Dinkelman 

“The impact of AIDS on Intergenerational Support in South Africa: Evidence 

from the Cape Area Panel Study” – C. Ardington, A. Case, M. Islam, D. Lam, M. 

Leibbrandt, A. Menendez, and A. Olgiati, Research on Aging, vol. 32, no. 1, pp. 97-

121 

“The impact of the AIDS Pandemic on Health Services in Africa: Evidence from 

Demographic and Health Surveys” - A. Case and C. Paxson, NBER Working Paper 

No. 15000, forthcoming, Demography  

“The long-term effects of being born in a drought: Evidence from the Cape Area 

Panel Study 2002-2006” – T. Dinkelman 

“The World Development Report at Thirty: A Birthday Tribute or a Funeral 

Elegy?” – A. Deaton, Commentary on S. Yusuf, Development economics through 

the decades, The World Bank  
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“Understanding PPPs and PPP-based national accounts” – A. Deaton and A. 

Heston, NBER Working Paper No. 14499 

“What’s Past is Prologue: The Impact of Early Life Health and Circumstance on 

Health in Old Age” – A. Case, Chapter 8 (pp. 211-228) in Research Findings in the 

Economics of Aging, David Wise (ed.), University of Chicago Press 
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WEEKLY SEMINAR SERIES 

The Research Program in Development Studies, in conjunction with the Center for 

Health and Wellbeing, conducts a weekly seminar series for students of the 

Woodrow Wilson School, which is also open to the public.  Held every Wednesday 

throughout each semester, these lectures provide graduate and undergraduate 

students an opportunity to meet and engage some of the world’s leading 

development economists.  

¶ Martin Wittenberg, Associate Professor, School of Economics, University of 

Cape Town, “Lazy Rotten Sons? Relatedness, gender and the intra-

household allocation of work and leisure in South Africa.”  September 23, 

2009 

¶ Eric Verhoogen, Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Columbia 

University, “Exports and Wage Premia: Evidence from Mexican Employer-

Employee Data.”  September 30, 2009 

¶ Chang-Tai Hsieh, Professor of Economics, University of Chicago, 
“Misallocation.”  October 7, 2009 

¶ Abhijit Banerjee, Ford Foundation International Professor of Economics, 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, “The Shape of Temptation: 

Implications for the Economic Lives of the Poor.”  October 14, 2009 

¶ Anne Case, Alexander Stewart 1886 Professor of Economics and Public 

Affairs, Princeton University, “The Impact of the AIDS Pandemic on Health 

Services in Africa: Evidence from Demographic and Health Surveys.”  

October 20, 2009 

¶ Joachim Voth, ICREA Research Professor of Economics, Pompeu Fabra 

University, “Sweet Diversity: Colonial Goods and the Rise of European 

Living Standards after 1492.”  October 28, 2009 
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¶ Gautam Gowrisankaran, Associate Professor of Economics, University of 

Arizona, “Government Policy and the Dynamics of Market Structure: 

Evidence from Critical Area Hospitals.”  November 17, 2009 

¶ Alessandro Tarozzi, Assistant Professor of Economics, Duke University, 

“Micro-loans, bednets and malaria: Evidence of a randomized controlled 

trial in Orissa (India).”  December 2, 2009 

¶ Angus S. Deaton, Dwight D. Eisenhower Professor of International Affairs, 

and Professor of Economics and International Affairs, Princeton University, 

“Quality, Inequality, and the Measurement of Poverty.”  December 9, 

2009. 

¶ Pascaline Dupas, Assistant Professor of Economics, University of California 

– Los Angeles, “Short-Run Subsidies and Long-Run Adoption of New Health 

Products: Experimental Evidence from Kenya.”  February 24, 2009 

¶ Anne Case, Alexander Stewart 1886 Professor of Economics and Public 

Affairs, Princeton University, “The Long Reach of Childhood Health and 

Circumstance: Evidence from the Whitehall II Study.”  March 3, 2009 

¶ Janet Currie, Sami Mnaymneh Professor of Economics, Columbia 

University, Visiting Research Scholar, Princeton University, “Traffic 

Congestion and Infant Health: Evidence from EZ Pass.”  March 10, 2009 

¶ Petra Todd, Professor, Department of Economics, University of 

Pennsylvania, “Structural Estimation and Policy Evaluation in Developing 

Countries.”  March 22, 2009 

¶ Dora Costa, Professor of Economics, University of California – Los Angeles, 

“9ƴŜǊƎȅ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΥ άbǳŘƎŜǎέ ŀƴŘ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǎǘ LŘŜƻƭƻƎȅΥ 9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ 

from a Randomized Residential Electricity Field Experiment.”  April 7, 2009 

¶ Torsten Persson, Director, Institute for International Economic Studies, 

Stockholm University, “Weather and Infant Mortality in Africa.”  April 21, 

2009 
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TEACHING, TRAINING AND MENTORING 

 

Advanced Quantitative Analysis (WWS 507c) – T. Dinkelman 

Economic Development – Basic (WWS 562b) – J. Hammer 

Economic Development I (ECO 562) – A. Case and S. Schulhofer-Wohl 

Economic Development II (ECO 563) – T. Dinkelman 

Economic Analysis of Development Advanced (WWS 562c) – A. Case 

Graduate Development Economics (ECO 562) – T. Dinkelman 

Junior Independent Work Advising Group (ECO 981) – T. Dinkelman 

Macroeconomic Theory I (ECO 503) – S. Schulhofer-Wohl 

Policy Workshop – Holding Government to Account in Andhra Pradesh, India 

(WWS 591g) – J. Hammer 

Poverty, Inequality & Health in the World (WWS 564) – A. Deaton 

Quantitative Analysis (WWS 507b) – S. Schulhofer-Wohl 

Quantitative Analysis (WWS 507c) – T. Dinkelman  

Special Topics in Public Affairs: The economics of health policy in developing 

countries (WWS 476) – J. Hammer 

The Economics of Health Policy in Developing Countries – Graduate Tutorial 

(WWS 568) – J. Hammer 
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WWS Junior Advising: T. Dinkelman  

WWS Ph.D. Advising: Elizabeth Gummerson (A. Case, T. Dinkelman),  Analia 

Olgiati (A. Case)  

WWS Senior Thesis Advising: Sundeep Doshi, Anna Moccia-Field and Ashley 

Schoettle (J. Hammer)  
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NOTEWORTHY ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

Anne Case:   
 

Fellow of the Econometric Society, 2009 

Board Member, United Nations University World Institute for Development 

Economics Research, 2009 

Distinguished Alumni Award, The University at Albany, 2009 

External Member, World Bank Research Committee (continuing) 

Member of the Economic Reference Group for UNAIDS (continuing) 

Member of the Executive Committee, American Economic Association (2007-

2009) 

Angus Deaton:  
 
Corresponding Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, 2010 
 
Distinguished Fellow, American Economic Association, 2010 
 
President, American Economic Association, 2009 
 
Honorary Fellow of Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge, May 2009 
 
John Kenneth Galbraith Award, Agricultural and Applied Economics Association 
Foundation, July 2009 
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Jeffrey Hammer:  

Advisory Committee – Papers in Public Economics Program, National Institute of 

Public Finance and Policy, New Delhi, India 

Advisory Council – Lahore University of Management Sciences, Lahore, Pakistan  

 

NEW AFFILIATIONS 

 

BREAD – T. Dinkelman (April 2010) 

CEPR – T. Dinkelman (October 2009) 
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FUTURE PLANS 
 

We plan to continue our research efforts on the measurement of poverty; 

household dynamics and individual’s outcomes; the relationship between health 

and economic development; linkages between income, income inequality and 

health status; the impact of AIDS on individuals and households in Sub-Saharan 

Africa; life satisfaction in poor and rich countries; global well-being; and schooling, 

school quality and returns to education.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


