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Monitoring one’s own
communication for utterances
unintelligible by the interlocutor

effortful? (e.g. Horton & Keysar, 1996)

-Monitoring can be impaired under load
or
effortless? (e.g. Clark, 1992)

-Monitoring is automatic

If effortful:

cognitive load = monitoring deficit
e.g. egocentric errors (theory of mind impaired)
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Participants (N=73) were asked to

e communicate locations on a board to
another person (via audio recording)

- told “the other person will see the
board from a different perspective
than you”
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e.g. interlocutor’s view

Noload Lowload Highload
Procedure Descriptive Utterances
1) 0, 3, or 6 digits presented 1/s

2) communication of 4 locations

3) digit recall

4) repeat 1-3 (4 blocks, 16 locations)
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No load Lowload High load
IV Load e.g. “middle”, “on an edge”, “curvy”, “corner”, “large”, “small”

(NO, Low, High:O, 3,6 digits) Egocentric U:terances
(Iltems maintained while communicating) \ \
|

e remember0, 3, or 6
vigits while communicating /

We would like to thank Anthony Ryan (www.anthonydanielryan.com) for designing and building the apparatuses used in this experiment.
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DVs:
* Time communicating
e Descriptive utterances
\‘ Egocentric utterances / \ Noload Lowload High load /
e.g. “top”, “left”, “below”, “down”, “top”, “bottom”
Discussion Communication m_orntormg is effortful.
Adults under cognitive load

* make more egocentric errors (impaired ability to use theory of mind)
® spend less time communicating ——
Q are less descriptive
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