TECHNICAL INFORMATION
Almagest was designed to be a web-accessible database for
describing objects, places and people and linking these concepts to image files used in many different courses to provide
course-related resources.

Open Source

Images and their identifying information are delivered across
the internet using standard web browsers. In addition to
Almagest’s support of rich data structure, simple slide databases are supported in a simple manner. More complex uses
of the database build on an interlinked set of tables designed
to describe and hyperlink works of art and literature, sites,
bibliography, glossary and all manner of attributes.
Almagest is built in an Oracle 9i database and delivered to
the end user via Java and Java server pages using an Apache
Web server with Macromedia’s JRUN 4.

For more information about the Almagest Database:

http://www.princeton.edu/~almagest/opensource/
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Frist Campus Center Room 330 Princeton, NJ 08544-1100
Telephone: 609.258.6903 Fax: 609.258.6904 E-mail: almagest@princeton.edu

The Almagest database (© 2003 Princeton University) was designed and developed at Princeton University
by Kirk Alexander, Kevin Perry (perry@princeton.edu) and their colleagues. Almagest is maintained by the
Educational Technologies Center (ETC) at Princeton University. In 2003, ETC joined with IET Mediaworks
at UC Davis (under the direction of Kirk Alexander, kdalex@ucdavis.edu) as a contributing partner in the
ongoing development of the Almagest database. Almagest will soon be available as open source software,
and it is hoped that an Almagest user community will develop to expand and improve the fuctionality
of the database.
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“Almagest gives faculty a tool for contextualizing, managing, and
presenting digital media for teaching and research.”
— Kirk Alexander, Manager of Educational
Technology/Faculty Support Groups IET Mediaworks,
University of California, Davis

ALMAGEST, 2005 AND BEYOND?

Almagest is in the process of development. What additional capabilities would most meet YOUR needs?
Here’s what we are currently working to achieve.

EXTENDED CROSS-PLATFORM
FUNCTIONALITY

SIMPLIFIED USER INTERFACES
AND AUTHORING TOOLS

Cross collection search functionality: search
library-based collections in addition to your
existing database.

-Extending the existing Flash/Java display
modules to enable multi-layered
image comparisons and to enhance the
display and manipulation of maps.
-Collecting and displaying art objects in a user
deﬁned timeline.
-Simplifying data upload and cataloging tools
for end users.

EXPANDED IMPORT AND EXPORT
OPTIONS
Exporting lectures made in Almagest
to include Macromedia Shockwave and Flash Players.
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class presentations semester after semester. In
Almagest, your lectures and presentations are
preserved for the next time you need them.
They can be edited and updated at any time.

“Almagest is both a digital image database and a sophisticated
presentation tool, providing users with a powerful and elegant
solution for teaching and study.”

— Trudy Jacoby, Director, Visual Resources Collection,
Department of Art and Archaeology, Princeton University

