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Ancient and Medieval Numismatics

CLA-HLS 548

Princeton University, 2009
Syllabus

Thursdays, 1:30-4:20, Firestone Library, West Seminar Room
Alan M. Stahl

Firestone Library, RBSC
(609) 258-9127
astahl@princeton.edu
Background reading
Andrew Burnett, Coins (Berkeley, 1991)

Philip Grierson, Numismatics (Oxford, 1975)
C. J. Howgego, Ancient History from Coins (New York, 1995)

Week 1: February 5
Introductions
Bibliography

How coins were made and circulated: Grierson, pp. 84-123.
Week 2: February 12
Student presentations: coin description

Mint and die study: Burnett, pp. 1-28, Grierson, pp. 140-46, Howgego, pp. 1-38

Origins of coinage, classical Greek coinage

Week 3: February 19
Student presentations: mint study and history of scholarship
Hoard study: Burnett, pp. 51-57, Grierson, pp. 124-36, Howgego, pp. 88-110

Hellenistic Greek coinage

Week 4: February 26
Student presentations: hoard report

Archaeology and numismatics: Burnett, pp. 48-51, Grierson, pp. 136-39.
Roman Republican coinage

Week 5: March 5
Student presentations: site find
Metrology: Grierson, pp. 146-61, Howgego, pp. 39-61

Roman Imperial and Provincial Coinage

Week 6: March 12
Student presentations: documentary analysis

Scientific analysis

Later Roman coinage and early medieval coinage
Week 7: March 26
Student presentations: paper proposals

Economics and numismatics: Howgego, pp. 111-40

Byzantine coinage

Week 8: April 2
Statistical applications: Burnett, pp. 42-47; Keith Hopkins, “Taxes and Trade in the Roman Empire (200 B.C. – A.D. 400), Journal of Roman Studies, 70 (1980), 101-24 [online via JSTOR]; Richard Duncan-Jones, Money and Government in the Roman Empire (Cambridge, 1994), charts on pp. 73, 224, 124; Theodore V. Buttrey, “Calculating ancient coin production,” The Numismatic Chronicle, 153 (1993), 335-51, and 154 (1994), 341-52; and François de Callataÿ, “Calculating ancient coin production,” The Numismatic Chronicle, 155 (1995), 289-311.
Later medieval and renaissance coinage

Week 9: April 9
Case study: the mint of Venice

Islamic Coinage 

Week 10: April 16
Student presentations

Medals

Week 11: April 23
Student presentations

Week 12: April 30
 Student presentations

