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Syllabus

Tuesdays, 7:30-10:20 p.m., Firestone Library, West Seminar Room
Alan M. Stahl

Firestone Library, RBSC
(609) 258-9127
astahl@princeton.edu
General reading:
Andrew M. Burnett, Coins, Interpreting the Past (London, 1991),
Christopher Howgego, Ancient History from Coins Ancient History from Coins (London and New York, 1995). Online at http://site.ebrary.com/lib/princeton/Doc?id=5003256 

P. John Casey and R. Reece, eds., Coins and the Archeologist, 2nd ed. (London, 1988).
Philip Grierson and Mark Blackburn, Medieval European Coinage. Vol. 1, The Early Middle Ages (5th–10th Centuries) (Cambridge, 1986).
Michael F. Hendy, Studies in the Byzantine Monetary Economy, c. 300–1450 (Cambridge, 1985).
Philip Grierson, “The Monetary Reforms of ‘Abd al-Malik’ Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient, 3.3 (1960): 241-63.
Class schedule

Week 1: February 7
General Introduction, Bibliography

Introduction to Roman and Parthian coinage

Antioch-on-the-Orontes, the city and the excavations

Choice of regional report areas

Week 2: February 14
Coinage debasement and reform

The crisis of the third century and the debasement of Roman coinage

Roman coinage at Antioch through the third century

Week 3: February 21
Area reports on coinage minting and circulation through the third century

The Sassanian Empire and its coinage

Week 4: February 28
The study of coinage minting and circulation

The monetary reforms of Constantine and Diocletian

Antioch in late Antiquity

Week 5: March 6
The crisis of the fifth century and the reforms of Anastasius 

Current archaeological study of Antioch
Coinage at Antioch through the end of the sixth century

Week 6: March 13
Area reports on coinage and minting through the sixth century
The beginnings of Islam and of Islamic coinage

Week 7: March 27
Byzantine coinage in the seventh and eighth centuries
The development of Western coinages: Vandals, Ostrogoths

Coinage and economics
Week 8: April 3
The coinage reforms of ‘Abd al-Malik

Merovingian, Visigothic, Lombard and Anglo-Saxon coinage

Coinage at Antioch through the eighth century
Week 9: April 10
Area reports on coinage and minting through the eighth century
Carolingian coinage and Offa’s reforms

Week 10: April 17
Summary discussions

Byzantine, European and Islamic coinages of the central Middle Ages
Week 11: April 24
Student final presentations

Week 12: May 1
 Student final presentations

