
 

 

 

  

Dear Members of Cap and Gown Club, 

 

By the time you get this newsletter, you should have received the 

mailing formally introducing our first multi-million dollar capital 

campaign.  We preceded the campaign with a memorable 

ñCentennial Bashò at the clubhouse on November 10.  Elsewhere 

in this newsletter we have included a wide range of photos from 

the event, so that absent members of all ages will find familiar 

faces to make them wish they had been there. 

  

If you have received the mailing, you will have noticed the bro-

chure it contains, highlighting our plans for the club.  My letter in 

the mailing thanked the persons responsible for the success of the 

brochure, so I feel free in this more personal venue to strike a 

more personal note.  My favorite part of the brochure is the photo 

on the cover, and only partly because I happened to take it.  The 

photo is of the clubôs most distinctive physical feature, our re-

markable front door.  I took the photo late one afternoon in the 

1980s, when the sun was just barely in the western sky and could 

create mellow and angular shadows across our north-facing front 

elevation.  The version on the brochure is somewhat cropped 

from the original, but it preserves virtually all of the rococo deco-

rations that make our door so special. 

 

As an amateur art buff, I know that decorative features on build-

ings are usually not happenstance, but represent something spe-

cific that the designer wanted to impart.  There is no record of 

what our architect, Raleigh Gildersleeve, had in mind when he (I 

assume it was he) designed our door and the carvings that sur-

round it.  A couple of the symbols are obvious: the University 

seal at the upper left and the club seal at the pinnacle of the arch 

over the door.  But what is the seal at the upper right?  It is a left- 

(or east-) facing beast of some kind, carved in fine detail, and 

obviously on a mission.  The purpose of its quest is unknown. 

 

The door is guarded by two spear-like shafts that begin at eye 

level on either side and progress up to two points, but the one on 

the right is considerably higher than the one on the left.  The rea-

son for the disparity is lost in time.  Both shafts are overlaid with 

a four-pronged device that may or may not have been intended to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

represent the letter ñMò.  Was Mr. Gildersleeveôs wife named  

Maud (surely no Rashleigh would marry a Mary), or is there 

some more obscure, or more romantic explanation?   And what of 

the two imps at the base of each shaft?  They seem too benign to  

be gargoyles, and they certainly donôt serve as water spouts.  Fi-

nally, one canôt fail to notice the exquisite floral carvings that 

adorn each side of the arch and culminate in a chef dôoeuvre that 

breaches the sill of the window over the door. 

   
The beauty and complexity of our door is especially apparent 

when it is compared to the graphic printed above that Cap has 

often used as a logo.  The graphic is instantly recognizable by all 

Cap members, but it is only a bare abstract of the real thing.  In 

no way does it fully express the splendor of the entrance to Cap 

and Gown.                                                   Continued on page 2                                                             
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I hope my rambling thoughts about our door will cause you to 

want to come back to 61 Prospect Avenue and take a closer look 

at the real thing.  If anyone can explain some or all of the features 

that are mysteries to me, we will happily print his or her account 

in a forthcoming issue.  In the meantime, despite the urgency of 

our capital campaign, we still need the same regular annual dona-

tions that have supported the club for so many years.  For those 

of you so inclined, the usual reply envelope is enclosed herewith. 

 

 

        

                                                             

 

                                                            George W.C. McCarter ó71 

                                           Chairman, Graduate Board of Trustees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Cap Alumni, 

 

 The end of the Fall seasons finds our club at 61 Prospect 

Avenue thriving.  On November 10th, the 100th Anniversary of 

the Cap and Gown Clubhouse Bash hosted over 600 members to 

a night of dining, dancing, and celebration.  The event was a 

great night for both alumni and undergraduates as our club looks 

toward securing its future.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

Anita Gupta '08, Emilie Aguirre '08, Betty Cox '09,                                  

       Melissa Collins '08, Emily Farley '08 

 

 

Cap and Gown again participated in Casino Night on November 

17th, along with Cottage and Ivy clubs.  The formal event in-

cluded dinner, a champagne toast, and a live DJ. 

 

 

 

 

Margie Gengler-Smith ô73  & Todd Rulon-Miller ô73 at the Bash 

  

The exciting fall weôve had has also been a great introduction to 

the club for the 24 new members who were selected during the 

Fall Bicker process in October.  The 14 seniors and 10 juniors 

have been welcomed amidst a great demand for membership in 

Cap and Gown, serving to remind us that our club continues to be 

one of the most popular upperclassmen options on the Street or 

on campus.  

 

In the tradition of service, Cap and Gown has organized trips to 

Trenton with Habitat for Humanity, thanks to our service chair 

Chris Nenno ô08.  Culturally Cap has provided opportunities for 

members to discuss topics with Abnormal Psychology Professor 

Dr. Michael Litchman, as well as British Petroleum Vice Presi-

dent Dr. Ian Vann during the guest speaker dinner series.  Thanks 

to Roxanne Martinez ô08 and Joanne Dekis ô08, Culturally Cap 

chairs. 

 

As the Holiday Season approaches, Dennis and company prepare 

the club for Winter Formals on Dec. 8 while the undergraduate 

membership ends their Fall 2007 semester.  On behalf of the offi-

cers and the undergraduates, I wish you each a happy, healthy 

Holiday Season and a successful new year.  As always, thank you 

for your continued involvement and support of Princetonôs best 

eating club. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Mark Bur ó08 

Undergraduate President 
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Megan Brandeland: Cross Country - Individually 5th place 

at Heps. 

Individually All District for Middle Atlantic Regional team  

Jolee Van Leuven: Individually All District for Middle At-

lantic Regional team  

Kraftin Schreyer : Honorable Mention All Ivy (Field 

Hockey) 

Candi Arner : Second Team All Ivy (Field Hockey) 

Rob Bernstein: President of the University Press Club 

Nick Frey: (2007) 1st Espoir National Time Trial Cham-

pionship; (2007) 1st Overall - Eastern Collegiate Cycling 

Conference; (2007) 2nd Collegiate National Team Time 

Trial; (2007) 7th Espoir National Criterium Championship 

Alex Kandabarow: Captain, Sprint Football. President, Phi 

Kappa Sigma fraternity 

Natalia Naman: Her short play, Crossing Over, was fea-

tured in the Estrogenius   

Festival off Broadway at the Manahattan Theatre Source this 

past  October.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   Ned Kelly ó75, Joe and Mary Kluttz ó73, Ben Guill ó73 

        
Roxanne Schneider:  President of the Princeton chapter of 

AIChE (American Institute of Chemical Engineers). 

Davion Chism: President of Black Student Union, was VP 
of BSU last semester, 
Co-President of Princeton Association of Black Women, U-

Councilor for 

USG. 

 

     Justin Pines ô08, Jerry Moxley ô08, Todd Jean-Pierre ô08,     

Mark Bur ô08, Richard Andrews ô09, Jamie Blackburn ô08,   

Jakob Deitch ô08, Tyler Eberhardt ô08,  Manny Stockman ô06,  

Ben Bernstein ô08, Tom Zingale ô08, Jared Nicholson ô08, 

George Lace ó08  

 

 

Joanne Dekis: Publicity Chair of the Sexual Health Advi-

sors, Former Cheerleading Captain, Culturally Cap Chair 

Betty Cox: President of Womenôs Club Lacrosse. 

Will Byrd : Captain of Menôs Track and Field Team.  

Dave Nightengale: Captain of the Menôs Cross country team 

Will McEachern: President of Menôs Club Basketball team, 

Student Director of Athletes in Action 

Katie Lawrence: Vice President of Class of 2008 for fourth 

year 

                   

               Tim Releford ô04 and  Akila Raman ó04 
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