
 

 

 

 Dear Members of Cap and Gown Club,                                               

 

I have been waiting for over a year to write this particular col-

umn, as it concerns a personal labor of love.  Back in 2006 the 

Board authorized the commission of a DVD about Cap, to foster 

good will among alumni at the outset of our capital campaign.  I 

undertook to supervise the project personally.  I guess you would 

say I was the producer of the disk that accompanies this newslet-

ter. 

 

But, for those of you who are film buffs, I can assure you I was 

not the auteur (director), nor, though I do appear in it, was I the 

star.  Those functions were admirably filled by others.  The 

ñdirectorò, who personally conducted all the filming, was my 

alleged nephew, Bryan Severance, then a rising junior at George-

town.  I say ñallegedò because I heard him claim to one of his 

friends that I was his uncle, apparently to justify why he was 

spending so much time with me.  In fact, my brother is married to 

his aunt, so he really wasnôt so far from the truth. 

 

Anyway, Bryan had had some experience with professional 

video, despite his young age, and he was eager to undertake the 

project.  I brought him to Cap over Reunions and gave him free 

range to circulate with a video camera.  As you will see, he 

blended in right away and was able to capture some remarkable 

footage of undergraduates and alumni reveling in the joys of our 

club.  Bryan also edited the film and scored it with vintage songs 

of Old Nassau.  Although he was unfamiliar with our musical 

heritage, when I gave him a CD of Princeton songs he immedi-

ately selected the ones that best enhanced the ambience of this 

short film.  For those of you who want grounds for divorce, run 

the opening menu tune (The Cannon Song) on an indefinite loop.  

You may love it, but you spouse will serve papers forthwith.   

 

As for the star, it was either our beloved building (but thatôs too 

easy) or Meka Asonye ô07, club president at the time.  Meka is 

absolutely marvelous on camera.  Whereas I had to memorize my 

brief lines, or have a cheat card held in front of me, Meka was 

absolutely spontaneous and unrehearsed.  His enthusiasm for the 

club is infectious.  Meka spoke only one line that has occasion-

ally evoked incredulous laughter, and I will leave it to you to 

decide which one it was.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The disk, Connect to Cap, is only ten minutes long, so viewing it 

is not a major time commitment.  Many of you will have seen it 

at one of the regional Cap parties that were convened in the last 

year or so. It is also viewable on our website, but minus the rous-

ing menu.  Due to other priorities, we have delayed mailing it out 

to the general membership until now, but I think it is still as fresh 

as ever.  It was a real pleasure for me to have a part in making it, 

and I hope you enjoy it as much as I have.  

 

As usual, for those of you who wish to support the Club on an 

ongoing basis, a contribution form and reply envelope for annual 

giving accompany this letter.  You may make a tax deductible 

gift to the Prospect Foundation to support the ñeducationalò as-

pects of the clubôs activities, or an unrestricted donation directly 

to the Club.  Thanks in advance to so many of our members who 

support our Club year after year. 

 

 

 

 

                                                            George W.C. McCarter ó71 

                                           Chairman, Graduate Board of Trustees 
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 Rob Finleyó09, President, Betty Coxó09, VP, Duane Hynesó09, Bicker, 

Liz Dildayô09, Social, Cameron Marantzô09, Treasurer,  

Richard Andrewsô09, IM, Nick Morganô09, House 

  

 

 

 

Dear Cap and Gown Alumni, 

 

 My name is Robert Finley ô09, and it is with immense 

pleasure and gratitude that I introduce myself as the new Under-

graduate President for this coming year 2008-2009.  Currently, I 

reside in New York, New York after having lived most recently 

in the Washington, DC area while attending Georgetown Pre-

paratory School.  Prior to that, I had lived in Bamako, Mali, 

Abidjan, Cote dôIvoire, and Bujumbura, Burundi due to my 

motherôs work at the United Nations, an experience which I be-

lieve prepared me well for the ultimately transient experience of a 

Princeton student.  Outside of the clubhouse, I am majoring in 

History with a focus on the history of War and the State.  Cap has 

been a most integral part of my Princeton experience to date, and 

I am honored to serve all of its members, student and alumni/ae, 

to continue its long tradition of excellence.  

 

Just a few months in office after a baptism by fire have shown me 

exactly how much effort goes into keeping Cap successful, yet 

we have so far been able to do so thanks to an immensely helpful 

outgoing class of officers and a top-notch new officer class. I am 

encouraged by their enthusiasm, organization, and wealth of 

ideas, which bodes greatly for Cap in the coming year.  Already, 

my new position has allowed me to make more memories and 

deepen friendships within the club, and I relish the opportunity to 

forward Capôs position as the premier eating club on Prospect 

Avenue. 

 

In Club news, Cap will be represented in the S.H.A.R.E ñTake 

Back the Nightò event on 25 April, showing solidarity towards 

sexual assault victims in conjunction with other campus organiza-

tions and eating clubs.  We look forward to continuing Capôs 

tradition of community service, understanding that this extends to 

both the University and the greater Princeton community.  Fur-

thermore, the Culturally Cap program recently hosted Professor 

Ed Zschau, a former member of the House of Representatives 

who is currently teaching a course on high-tech entrepreneurship.   

 

On the social front, the eighty-member section of 2010 was once 

again welcomed at the Valentineôs Semiformal in February. In 

addition, the Cap in the City event will be held as an evening 

cruise on 25 April.  Club members will also enjoy a paintball trip 

and a hypnotist in the coming weeks.   

 

Now, with the help of Dennis Normile and the staff, the 2009 

officer class will be turning to preparations for this yearôs House-

Parties with the theme ñSeniors in Spaceò.  We look forward to 

the experiences and challenges these new endeavors will bring 

and look forward to meeting you should you ever come round the 

Clubhouse during our tenure. Have a wonderful spring season, 

and trust that the Club is in good hands.  

 

Sincerely, 

 Robert Finley ó09 

 Club President 

 

Maren Dale ô08 Captain Varsity Womenôs Soccer team 06-07 

Diana Matheson ô08 Qualified for Beijing Summer Olympics 

2008 with the Canadian Womenôs National Soccer team. Also 

played in the Womenôs World Cup in Fall 2007. 

Julio Rojas ô10 President, Business Today 

Danny Scotton ô09 won the VIBE Verses II Rap Contest. The 

Grand Prize was $10,000 and a page in VIBE Magazine; ap-

peared in the March 2008 Issue (Page 18) 

Tom Yersak ô09 and Nick Frey ô09 patented Sol Cycles, selling 

bamboo bicycles and appeared in Newsweek magazine. 

Katie Lawrence ô08 Vice President Class of 2008 

Caitlin Seery ô09 and Mariesa Mason ô09 are going to Jishou, 

China for the Princeton in Asia teaching program this summer. 

Caitlin is a leader on the trip and they will both be teaching Eng-

lish at a teacher prep college for 6 weeks and travelling for an 

additional 2 weeks. 

Jolee VanLeuven ô09 and Megan Brandeland ô09 will be co-

captians for the Womenôs Cross Country team in 2008-2009 

Josh Greehan ô10 was awarded the Class of 1978 Foundation 

Award to help fund his program, a summer rowing and paddling 

camp that will bring Indian and White children from disadvan-

taged backgrounds together to learn to row and paddle. The 

camps aim is to create friendship between the two groups in order 

to fight the racism that is rife in northern Saskatchewan. After 

two months of training the kids will be competing in a provinical 

regatta to test out their new found abilities.   

Liz Dilday ô09 Co-Captain of the Women's Water Polo Team, 

Member of the Alcohol Coalition, Co-Founder of new All Var-

sity Sports Acapella   
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