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Born 6 February l948 (New York, NY) 
Married (22 June 1969), with two children 
 
DEGREES 

A.B. Dartmouth College June 1969 (summa cum laude) 
M.A. Harvard University June 1971 
Ph.D. Harvard University June 1975 
(Dissertation: The Tradition of the Text of the “Aeneid” in the Ninth Century) 
 

HONORS AND AWARDS 
Scholastic: 

Rufus Choate Scholar (Dartmouth College), 1967-69 
Phi Beta Kappa, May 1968 
Class of 1846 Latin Prize, June 1968 
Dartmouth General Fellowship, June 1969 
 

Professional: 
National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship (Category A), 1980-81 
John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation Fellowship, 1991-92 
Charles J. Goodwin Award of Merit (American Philological Association), for the book 

Guardians of Language, 1991 
President of the American Philological Association, 1996 
Visiting Fellow, Oriel College, Oxford University, 1999 
National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship (University Teachers), 2003-04 
Visitor, Institute for Advanced Study, School of Historical Studies, 2003-04 
Behrman Award for Distinguished Achievement in the Humanities at Princeton, 2007 
 

TEACHING POSITIONS 
Harvard University: Teaching Fellow in Classics, 1972-73 
Colby College: Instructor in Classics, 1973-74 
The University of Chicago: Assistant Professor, 1975-82; Associate Professor, 1982-89; Pro-

fessor, 1989-97; Avalon Foundation Distinguished Service Professor in the Humanities, 
1996-97 

Princeton University: Professor of Classics and Kennedy Foundation Professor of Latin Lan-
guage and Literature, 1997- 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE 
University of Chicago 
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Chair, Department of Classical Languages and Literatures, 1994-97 
Associate Dean, Division of the Humanities, 1993-94 
Master of the Humanities Collegiate Division, Associate Dean of the College, Associate 

Dean of the Division of the Humanities, 1988 
University and College Committees: 

Provost’s Committee on Instructional Media, 1995-96 
Provost’s Task Force on Academic Computing, 1994 
Humanities Technical Oversight Committee, 1993-96 
Committee on the Divisional M.A. Program in Humanities, chair, 1993-94 
Dean of Humanities Search Committee, chair, 1989 
Board of University Athletics, 1988-91 
Council of the University Senate, 1985-1988, 1993-96 
College Council, 1979-80, 1986-88, 1989-91 
Dean of Students in the College Review and Search Committee, 1985-86 
Committee on Policy and Personnel (Humanities Division), 1983-86 
Humanities Collegiate Division Governing Committee / Personnel Section,  

1983-85; chair, 1984-85 
Director of Undergraduate Studies in the Department of Classics, 1979-80 
Director of Graduate Studies in the Department of Classics, 1990-91; 1993-94 (co-director) 
 

Princeton University 
Director of the Program on the Ancient World, 1998-2000 
Chair, Department of Classics, 2000-2003 
Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Classics, 2005-2007 
University Priorities Committee, 2005- 
 

EDITORIAL AND RELATED SERVICE 
Classical Philology: member, editorial board, 1978-81, 1998- ; editor, 1981-90; associate 

editor, 1990-97 
Catalogus Translationum et Commentariorum: member, executive committee, 1997- ; asso-

ciate editor, 1999- ; volume VIII published 2003 
Editor (with C. A. Stray, Swansea) of Reinterpreting the Classics, a special issue of the jour-

nal Annals of Scholarship, vol 10.1 (1993) 
Classics Delegate to Oxford University Press-USA, 2002- 
Service as referee for: 

American Journal of Philology; Classical Bulletin; Classical Journal; Classical World; 
Critical Inquiry; Materiali e discussioni per l'analisi dei testi classici; Phoenix; Transac-
tions of the American Philological Association 

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada 
National Endowment for the Humanities (Translation Project; Research Tools Project; In-

terpretive Research Project; Conference Programs; Collaborative Research Project) 
National Humanities Center 
Cambridge University Press; Harvard University Press; Princeton University Press; Uni-

versity of Chicago Press; University of California Press 
 

MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 
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American Philological Association (Board of Directors, 1989-92, 1995-97; Program Com-
mittee, 1989-93; President-elect, 1995, President, 1996; Goodwin Award of Merit selec-
tion committee, 2001-3, chair 2003; Vice President for Program, 2007-11) 

Association of Ancient Historians 
Women's Classical Caucus 
 

PUBLICATIONS AND RESEARCH 
Books: 

Guardians of Language: The Grammarian and Society in Late Antiquity, TheTransforma-
tion of the Classical Heritage, volume 11 (Berkeley-Los Angeles-London: University 
of California Press, 1988) (reviews: Choice 26 [1989]: 934; Times Literary Supple-
ment April 14-20 [1989]: 399; Envoi Winter [1988]; Greece and Rome 36 [1989]: 
254; Museum Helveticum 46 [1989]: 253-54; Revue de Philologie 63 [1989]: 351; 
History [U.K.] 75 [1990]: 98-99; American Historical Review 95 [1990]: 145; An-
cient History Bulletin 4 [1990]: 95-100; Speculum 65 [1990]: 1002-5; Les Études 
Classiques 58 [1990]: 404-5; Classical Review 41 [1991]: 97-101; Mnemosyne 44 
[1991]: 271-73; Liverpool Classical Monthly 16 [1991]: 146-60; Journal of Roman 
Studies 81 [1991]: 246-48; Revue Belge de Philologie et d’Histoire 69 [1991]: 184-
87; Byzantinische Zeitschrift 84-85 [1991-92]: 515-17; English Historical Review 107 
[1992]: 423-24; Echos du Monde Classique 36 [1992]: 89-94; Klio 74 [1992]: 551-
52; Latomus 52 [1993]: 732-33). Paperback edition published 1997; available online 
at http://content.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/ft8v19p2nc/?&query=&brand=ucpress. 

 
The Tradition of the Text of the “Aeneid” in the Ninth Century, Harvard Dissertations in 

the Classics (New York: Garland Publishing Inc., 1990) (reviews: Classical Review 
41 [1991]: 59-60; Revue des Études Latine 70 [1992]: 309-10 Latomus 52 [1993]: 
470-72) 

 
Studies on the Text of Suetonius “De Grammaticis et Rhetoribus,” The American Philol-

ogical Association: American Classical Studies, vol. 28 (Atlanta: Scholars Press, 
1992) (reviews: Historiographia Linguistica 21 [1994]: 202-6; Classical Review 45 
[1995]: 449-50; L'Antiquité Classique 64 [1995]: 334-36; The Classical Journal 91 
[1996]: 346-47; Revue des Études Anciennes 98 [1996]: 230-31; Les Études Clas-
siques 64 [1996]: 397-98) 

 
Suetonius: “De Grammaticis et Rhetoribus,” edited with introduction, translation, and 

commentary (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1995) (reviews: Times Literary Supplement 
Sept. 22 [1995]: 32; Bryn Mawr Classical Review 95.12.12 http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/ 
bmcr/1995/95.12.12b.html; The Classical Journal 91 [1996]: 346-47; Les Études 
Classiques 64 [1996]: 397-98; The Classical Review 46 [1996]: 372-73; Classical 
World 90 [1996-97]: 446; American Journal of Philology 118 [1997]: 475-478; Jour-
nal of Roman Studies 87 [1997]: 308; Les Études Classiques 66 [1998]: 398; Interna-
tional Journal of the Classical Tradition 4.3 [1998]: 400-405) 

 
Emotion, Restraint, and Community in Ancient Rome (New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2005) (reviews: Times Literary Supplement April 6 [2006]; The Classical 



R. A. Kaster  Page 4 

Review 56 [2006]: 429-31; Journal of Roman Studies 96 [2006]: 234-36; Se-
hepunkte 6 [2006] nr. 12 http://www.sehepunkte.de/2006/12/8529.html; Greece & 
Rome 53 [2006]: 270; The Historian 69 [2007]: 154–155; Bryn Mawr Classical 
Review 2007.04.10 http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/bmcr/2007/2007-04-10.html ; Ameri-
can Journal of Philology 128 [2007]: 137-41). 

 
Marcus Tullius Cicero: “Speech on Behalf of Publius Sestius,” translated, with introduc-

tion and commentary. Clarendon Ancient History series. (Oxford: Oxford Univer-
sity Press, 2006) (reviews: Greece & Rome 54 [2007]: 116-17; Bryn Mawr Classi-
cal Review 2007.07.26 http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/bmcr/2007/2007-07-26.html ) 

 
Articles and Reviews: 

“A Note on Catullus, c. 71.4,” Philologus 121 (1977): 308-12. 
“Servius and idonei auctores,”American Journal of Philology 99 (1978): 181-209 . 
 “Macrobius and Servius: Verecundia and the Grammarian's Function,” Har-vard Studies 

in Classical Philology 84 (1980): 219-62. 
“The Grammarian's Authority,” Classical Philology 75 (1980): 216-41. 
“The Salaries of Libanius,” Chiron 13 (1983): 37-59. 
“Vie et miracles de Sainte Thècle II.38: The Son(s) of Alypius,” Analecta Bollandiana 

101 (1983): 301-3. 
“P. Panop. 14.25,” Zeitschrift für Papyrologie und Epigraphik 51 (1983): 132-34. 
“The Date of FD III,1.206,” Zeitschrift für Papyrologie und Epigraphik 51 (1983): 131-

32. 
“Notes on ‘Primary’ and ‘Secondary’ Education in Late Antiquity,” Transactions of the 

American Philological Association 113 (1983): 323-46. 
“The Echo of a Chaste Obscenity: Verg. E. VI.26 and Symm. Ep. VI.22.1,” American 

Journal of Philology 104 (1983): 395-97. 
“The ‘Wandering Poet’ and the Governor,” Phoenix 37 (1983): 152-58. 
“Tommaso Schifaldo's Libellus de indagationibus grammaticis,” Humanistica Lovanien-

sia 32 (1983): 107-56 (with Susan Noakes). 
“A Reconsideration of ‘Gratian's School-Law,’” Hermes 112 (1984): 100-114. 
“A Schoolboy's Burlesque from Cyrene?” Mnemosyne 37 (1984): 457-58. 
“Humanitas and Roman Education,” Storia della Storiagrafia 9 (1986): 5-15. 
“Islands in the Stream: The Grammarians of Late Antiquity,” Historio-graphia Linguis-

tica: International Journal for the History of Linguistics 13 (1986): 323-42 = The 
History of Linguistics in the Classical Period, Amsterdam Studies in the Theory and 
History of Linguistic Science, Series 3: Studies in the History of the Language Sci-
ences, vol. 46, ed. Daniel J. Taylor (Amsterdam and Philadelphia, 1987), pp. 149-68. 

“La funzione del ‘grammaticus,’” in Storia di Roma, vol. 6 (Turin: Einaudi, 1993), pp.  
75-86. 

69 articles revised or rewritten for the third edition of The Oxford Classical Dictionary 
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996); these include the main entries for Varro, Scholar-
ship in Antiquity (Latin), Grammar and Grammarians (Latin). 

“Geschichte der Philologie im Rom,” in Einleitung in die lateinische Philologie, ed. F. 
Graf (Leipzig: B. G. Teubner, 1997), pp. 3-16 (= “Storia della filologia a Roma,” in 
Introduzione alla filoliga Latina [Rome: Salerno Editrice, 2003], pp. 19-35). 
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“The Shame of the Romans,” Transactions of the American Philological Association 127 
(1997): 1-19 (Presidential Address of the APA, also published electronically at 
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/TAPA/kaster.html) . 

“Fruitful Disputes: Controversy and Its Consequences in the (More or Less) Recent His-
tory of Classical Studies”: introduction to the proceedings of a Presidential Panel or-
ganized for the meetings of the American Philological Association in 1996 and pub-
lished in Transactions of the American Philological Association 127 (1997): 345-47, 
with papers by G.W. Most, G. W. Bowersock, C. A. Stray, and N. B. Kampen follow-
ing. 

14 articles on the history of Roman scholarship and education in Der Neue Pauly (Stutt-
gart: J. B. Metzler, 1997-2000) . 

“Becoming ‘CICERO’,” in Style and Tradition: Studies in Honor of Wendell Clausen, ed. 
P. E. Knox and C. Foss (Stuttgart: B. G. Teubner, 1998), pp. 250-65. 

Articles on “Education” and “Reading” in Late Antiquity: A Guide to the Postclassical 
World, edited by G. W. Bowersock, Peter Brown, and Oleg Grabar (Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard University Press, 1999), pp. 421-23, 663-64. 

“Controlling Reason: Declamation in Rhetorical Education at Rome,” Education in 
Greek and Roman Antiquity, ed. Y. L. Too (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2001), pp. 317-37. 

“The Dynamics of Fastidium and the Ideology of Disgust,” Transactions of the American 
Philological Association 113 (2001): 143-89. 

“The Taxonomy of Patience, or When is Patientia not a Virtue?,” Classical Philology 97 
(2002): 131-42. 

“Invidia, n°µesiw, fyÒnow, and the Roman Emotional Economy,” in Envy, Spite, and 
Jealousy: The Rivalrous Emotions in Ancient Greece, ed. David Konstan and Keith 
Rutter (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2003), pp. 253-76. 

“Invidia and the End of Georgics 1,” Phoenix 56 (2002 [publ. 2003]): 275-95. 
“The Passions,” in A Companion to Latin Literature, ed. Stephen J. Harrison (Oxford: 

Blackwell Publishing, 2005), pp. 319-30. 
“Macrobius,” forthcoming in The Classical Tradition, ed. A. Grafton, G. Most, S. Settis 

(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press). 
“Scholarship,” forthcoming in The Oxford Handbook of Roman Studies, ed. A. Barchiesi 

and W. Scheidel (Oxford: Oxford University Press). 
“Some Passionate Performances in Late Republican Rome,” forthcoming in A Compan-

ion to Ancient Political Thought, ed. R. Balot (London: Routledge). 
“Roman Values and Virtues,” forthcoming in The Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient 

Greece and Rome, ed. M. Gagarin and E. Fantham (New York: Oxford University 
Press) 

“The Grammarian Palladas and the Friend of God:  Magic and Patronage  in Late Roman 
Alexandria,” Aufstieg und Niedergang der römischen Welt, Teil III (Berlin and New 
York: Walter de Gruyter & Co.) (to appear). 

Review of L. Holtz, Donat et la tradition de l'enseignement grammatical, in Speculum 
(1983): 478-84. 

Review of R. L. Wilken, The Christians as the Romans Saw Them, in The Journal of Re-
ligion 65 (1985): 449. 

Review of V. Law, The Insular Latin Grammarians, in Historiographia Lin-guistica 12 
(1985): 433-41. 



R. A. Kaster  Page 6 

Review of F. A. G. Beck, Bibliography of Greek Education and Related Topics, in Echos 
du Monde Classique / Classical Views 33 (1989): 86-89. 

Review of Ward W. Briggs, Jr., ed., The Letters of Basil Lanneau Gilder-sleeve, in Echos 
du Monde Classique / Classical Views 33 (1989): 422-26. 

Review of J.-W. Beck, ed., Terentianus Maurus: ‘De syllabis,’ in International Journal 
of the Classical Tradition (Winter, 1995): 10-12. 

Review of Lewis A. Sussman, The Declamations of Calpurnius Flaccus, in Classical 
Philology 91 (1996): 84-89. 

Review of Carlin A. Barton, Roman Honor: The Fire in the Bones: Bryn Mawr Classical 
Review 2001.09.02 http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/bmcr/2001/2001-09-02.html. 

Review of Margaret Graver, Cicero on the Emotions: Tusculan Disputations 3 and 4: 
Bryn Mawr Classical Review 2002.09.15 http://ccat.sas.upenn. edu/bmcr/2002/2002-
09-15.html. 

Review of Jonathan Powell and Jeremy Paterson (ed.), Cicero the Advocate: Bryn Mawr 
Classical Review 2005.07.23 http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/bmcr/2005/2005-07-23.html. 

Review of David Konstan, The Emotions of the Ancient Greeks: Studies in Aristotle and 
Classical Literature: Notre Dame Philosophical Review. 2006.09.05 
http://ndpr.nd.edu/review.cfm?id=7523. 

Review of Myles McDonnell, Roman Manliness: Virtus and the Roman Republic: Bryn 
Mawr Classical Review 2007.02.08 http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/bmcr/2007/2007-02-
08.html. 

 
Selected Papers and Lectures: 

 “The Grammarian and His Audience,” a paper presented to the seminar of Professor 
A.D. Momigliano, The University of Chicago, November 1976. 

“Democracy, ‘Under-Sense,’ and Thucydides' Conscience,” a public lecture . 
delivered at the University of Chicago, May 1978. 

“Competition and Restraint: The Classicism of Aulus Gellius,” a public lec-ture delivered 
at the University of Illinois--Urbana, February 1982. 

“Decorum,” a paper presented as part of a panel on ancient literary criti-cism at the meet-
ings of the American Philological Association, Philadelphia, December 1982. 

“Narrative Structure in the Aeneid,” a lecture delivered at the Mid-West Faculty Seminar, 
The University of Chicago, March 1983. 

“Humanitas and Roman Education,” a paper presented at the seminar of Professors S. 
Jaffe and A.D. Momigliano, The University of Chicago, October 1983. 

Participant in a panel, “Focus on Scholarly Publishing,” at the meetings of the Classical 
Association of the Midwest and South, Williamsburg, Va., April 1984. 

“Islands in the Stream:  The Latin Grammarians of Late Antiquity,”  a  James Loeb Lec-
ture delivered at Harvard University, April 1984; the University of Washington, April 
1985; the University of California-Los Angeles (keynote address to the California 
Classical Association-Southern Section), October 1985; Lawrence University (the 
first Maurice P. Cunningham Memorial Lecture), November 1985; Princeton Univer-
sity, November 1985; University of Texas-Austin, March 1986. 

“The Ethics of Archaism in Aulus Gellius,”  a  public  lecture  delivered at the University 
of Michigan-Ann Arbor, October 1986; the University of California-Los Angeles, 
January 1988; Duke University, January 1989. 
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“Vergil's Two Camillas,” a public lecture delivered at the University of California at Los 
Angeles, January 1988. 

“Scholarship and Eccentricity: On Reading Suetonius De Grammaticis et Rhetoribus,” a 
public lecture delivered at Harvard University, November 1991; Princeton University, 
April 1993; the University of Wisconsin-Madison, September 1993. 

“Rape and Roman Rhetoric,” the Arthur F. Stocker Lecture delivered at the University of 
Virginia, April 1995; University of California-Berkeley, November 1995. 

“Becoming ‘CICERO’,” a seminar presented at the University of Virginia, April 1995; 
University of California-Berkeley, November 1995; Princeton University, December 
1995; University of Wisconsin-Madison, April 1997. 

“The Shame of the Romans,” the Presidential Address delivered at the meetings of the 
American Philological Association in New York, December 1996. 

“The Taxonomy of Patience or, When is patientia Not a Virtue?,” a public lecture deliv-
ered at the University of Toronto, April 1998; Bryn Mawr College, December 1998. 

“Being ‘Wholly’ Roman,” a public lecture delivered to the Columbia University Classics 
Seminar, December 1998; the Oxford Philological Society, February 1999. 

“The Dynamics of Fastidium and the Ideology of Disgust,” a presentation to the Program 
in Political and Moral Thought at The Johns Hopkins University, April 2000. 

“Invidia, n°µesiw, fyÒnow, and the Roman Emotional Economy,” a public lecture deliv-
ered at Cornell University, February 2001; the Leventis Conference on “The Rival-
rous Emotions in Ancient Greece,” University of Edinburgh, March 2001; and the 
Roman Seminar at Yale University, March 2001. 

“Some Green-Eyed Monsters in Vergil,” the Charles Alexander Robinson, Jr., Memorial 
Lecture at Brown University, April 2001; the University of Chicago, November 2001; 
the Graduate Center of the City University of New York, December 2001. 

 “The Structure of paenitentia and the Egoism of Regret,” a public lecture delivered at 
Fordham University, November 2002; the University of Pennsylvania, February 
2003; the University of California - Davis, May 2003. 

“Between Shame and Respect: Verecundia and the Art of Social Worry,” a public lecture 
delivered at Bryn Mawr College, February 2003. 

“The Structure of pudor,” a public lecture delivered at Rutgers University, December 
2004, University of Pisa, March 2005. 

“Self-Aggrandizement and Praise of Others in Cicero,” a public lecture delivered at the 
Scuola Normale Superiore of Pisa, March 2005; Ancient History Colloquium of the 
Atlantic States, March 2006. 

"Some Passionate Performances in Late Republican Rome," a public lecture delivered at 
the Pennsylvania State University, November 2006; McMaster University (E. T. 
Salmon Visiting Professor), March 2007; University of California at Santa Barbara, 
June 2007. 

“Not Tonight, Dear, I’m Feeling a Little /pig-/,” a pubic lecture delivered at McMaster 
University (E. T. Salmon Visiting Professor), March 2007. 

“Honor Culture, Praise, and Servius’s Aeneid,” a public lecture delivered at the conference 
‘Reception and the Classics’ at Yale University, April 2007. 

 
Projects Planned or in Progress: 

An annotated translations of Seneca De ira and De clementia (under contract with The 
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University of Chicago Press) 
An edition and translation of Macrobius’ Saturnalia for the Loeb Classical Library 
A study of praise in Roman culture 
A study of vengeance in Roman culture 
A critical edition of the late Roman grammarian Pompeius 
 

COURSES TAUGHT (University of Chicago and Princeton University): 
Language and Literature 

Beginning and intermediate levels (undergraduate only) 
Latin: Introduction to classical Latin 

‘Turbo-Latin’ (Intensive introduction to classical Latin) 
Cicero 
Catullus 
Caesar 
Horace 
Vergil 
Roman Comedy 
Roman Letters 
Origins of Rome (Livy 1 and Vergil Aeneid 8) 
Invective, Slander, and Insult in Latin Literature 

Greek: Plato 
Euripides 
Sophocles 

Advanced level (undergraduate and graduate) 
Latin: Cicero (rhetorical works, orations) 

Lucretius 
Vergil (Aeneid) 
Latin prose composition 
Tacitus 
Suetonius 
Sallust 
Livy 

Greek: Thucydides 
 

Graduate level 
Survey of Latin Literature, parts II and III (UChicago); Survey of Latin Literature 

(Princeton) 
Suetonius and Literary Biography 
The Book in Roman Society and Culture (with P. White) 
Latin Archaism in the Second Century A.D. 
Ancient Vergilian Scholarship 
Rape and Roman Rhetoric 
Writing for Journals (a year-long seminar on scholarly writing, taught with P. White) 
Constructing Exempla in Roman Oratory and Historiography 
Cicero De Officiis 
Cicero Orator 
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Cicero in the 50s 
Doing Things with Letters 
Roman Culture in the Age of Tiberius (with E. J. Champlin) 
 

Assorted undergraduate and graduate reading courses in Greek and Latin 
 

Humanities and Civilization Courses (Chicago) 
Humanities: “Greek Thought and Literature” (part of Chicago's “Common  

Core” curriculum, primarily for first- and second-year students) 
Roman Civilization: “Hellenization of Roman Thought”; “Society, Politics, Revolution” 
Classical Civilization: “Christianity, Paganism, and Society in Late Antiquity”; “Ancient 

Pastoral” (taught jointly with G. B. Walsh) 
Western Civilization: “History of Western Civilization,” part I 
 

Freshman Seminar (Princeton) 
 “Shame, Disgust, Envy, and Regret” 


