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LYOTROPIC LIQUID CRYSTALLINE L,
PHASE SILICATED NANOPOROUS
MONOLITHIC COMPOSITES AND THEIR
PRODUCTION

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is related to provisional applications U.S.
Ser. No. 60/047,463, filed May 22, 1997, and provisional
applications U.S. Ser. No. 60/083,680, filed Apr. 30, 1998.

GOVERNMENT LICENSE RIGHTS

The U.S. Government has a paid-up license in this inven-
tion and the right in limited circumstances to require the
patent owner to license others on reasonable terms as
provided by the terms of Grant DAAH04-95-1-0102)
awarded by the U.S. Army Research Office, Grant
DE-FG02-87ER60522 awarded by the Department of
Energy and MRSEC Program of the National Science Foun-
dation (DMR-940032).

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to silicated inorganic/organic nan-
oporous monolithic composites conforming to the lyotropic
liquid crystalline L, phase and the production of such
composites. More specifically, this invention relates to nan-
oporous monolithic composites that are optically isotropic
and transparent with a nonperiodic network.

2. Background of the Invention

There has been considerable focus recently on the elusive
formation of mesoporous materials. This is due in part to the
large gap that exists between what is able to be fabricated
and what is observed in the natural world and also because
of the potential uses for mesoporous materials in a wide
range of applications and fields. Uses envisioned include
filtration, biological separation with fine molecular weight
cut off (such as for DNA separation), thin film pattern
formation for use in electronics, ultracapacitors, sensors, and
catalysts and catalyst supports.

A simple seashell, such as found in abalone, is based on
calcium carbonate and has recently been shown to have an
intricate three-dimensional mesoporous structure, which is
inconsistent with the standard growth of native calcium
carbonate (either rhombohedral or orthorhombic). Zaremba
et al. have shown that the organic constituents control the
growth of the inorganic component. By removing or adding
crucial proteins the morphology of the calcium carbonate
may be varied, showing the intimate connection between
these components.

The shell of the abalone is an example of a biomineral;
such materials are formed by a wide variety of organisms
such as Echinodermata, diatoms, radiolarian, coccoliths,
within the human body as well as by many plants. The extent
of regulation of the inorganic material via the biological
entities within the organism breaks biominerals into two
classes, either biologically-induced or biologically-
controlled growth, though in some cases this may be a subtle
distinction. Nevertheless the requirements of both organic
and inorganic components to produce such astounding mate-
rials is beyond doubt.

Biological inorganic/organic composites are most often
highly porous three-dimensional structures, which may or
may not be periodic. The channel system, which permeates
throughout the sample, ranges in size from 1-100 nm
(similar to the length scale of liquid crystalline phases
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formed via amphiphilic self-assembly) and is dependent
upon the unique combination of the inorganic precursors and
the living bio-organisms. Removal of the organic compo-
nents subsequent to precipitation of the inorganic leaves the
labyrinth unchanged. It would appear that this is accom-
plished naturally through the growth of hierarchically struc-
tured organic/inorganic composites. Soft materials (e.g.,
proteins, membranes and fibres) organized on appropriate
length scales are used as frameworks for the growth of
specifically oriented and shaped inorganic crystals with
small unit cells (about 1 nm; e.g., ceramics such as CaCOj,
Si0,, Fe;0,, and hydroxyapatite). The high modulus inor-
ganic phase provides stiffness while the organic phase
enhances toughness.

In addition to inorganic/organic mesoporous composites
being important in the biological realm, such composites are
gaining increasing significance in technological fields. Tra-
ditionally microporous materials such as zeolites (which are
both naturally generated and synthetically available), in
which a crystalline framework of aluminosilicates incorpo-
rate pores and cavities with dimensions ranging form ~1-1.2
nm have been successfully used as catalysts, reaction
environments, molecular sieves and sorption materials (due
to their large internal surface areas). The global topologies
of these zeolitic materials, while not directly comparable to
all classes of biominerals, do contain many of the key
elements: (i) three-dimensional porosity, which permeates
the entire structure; (ii) monosized pores and cavities; and
(iii) a strong inorganic framework providing structural integ-
rity. However, bridging the length-scale gap between what
may be synthetically produced (microporous range) and
what is naturally produced in such diverse and wide splen-
dour (mesoporous range) has been a considerable stumbling
block, given the huge potential of these materials in fields
ranging from electronics and quantum dot fabrication to
biological implants.

A major breakthrough in this endeavor occurred in the
early 1990s. For more than a century, amphiphiles have been
studied for their ability to self-assembly into a plethora of
different geometrical labyrinths (commonly termed liquid
crystals), the length scales of which match those commonly
observed in biominerals (1-100 nm). In addition some of
these liquid crystalline phase structures had been compared
with those of zeolites, albeit on a much larger length scale.
These materials potentially have the ability therefore to act
as the bridge between the micro and mesoporous inorganic
materials regime. Beck et al. using a dilute solution of
cationic amphiphiles (micellar solution) and inorganic pre-
cursors (aluminosilicates) successfully fabricated inorganic
materials which conformed to the topological forms of the
hexagonal, bicontinuous cubic and lamellar liquid crystal-
line phases of amphiphilic molecules, with pore dimensions
of approximately 4 nm, obtained upon removal of the
amphiphilic molecules. Due to the low concentrations of
amphiphile in solution a co-assembly mechanism was pro-
posed to explain the formation of the higher order topologies
not normally associated with such low concentrations.

In the intervening years numerous such materials were
developed. However, such materials have been severely
limited by the maximum pore size able to be obtained, the
necessity of removing the amphiphilic material to gain
access to the pores once polymerization has occurred, the
lack of predictive control over product topologies and the
materials produced invariably precipitating from solution as
opaque micron sized grains.

Such obstacles limit the potential of these materials. It is
highly preferred that the composites be large area thin films
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or uniform monoliths rather than powders. By working in
the concentration domains correlating to the native
hexagonal, bicontinuous cubic and lamellar liquid crystal-
line phases in a nonionic/water system Attard et al., pro-
duced monolithic inorganic materials whose structure mir-
rored the original geometry of the amphiphile. The
mechanism followed here being closer to temptation than
coassembly, e.g., the methanol produced as a byproduct in
the reaction was removed to ensure the solvent volume
fraction remained constant throughout the reaction. This
methodology was however restrictive in the pore dimensions
able to be obtained. An additional problem exists that one
must guarantee that all the byproduct (and only the
byproduct) is removed during synthesis to ensure the integ-
rity of the phase is kept.

OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

It is an object of this invention to reproducibly produce a
ceramized or silicated inorganic/organic nanoporous mono-
lithic composite conforming to the lyotropic liquid crystal-
line L5 phase.

It is a further object of this invention to reproducibly
produce a nanoporous monolithic composite conforming to
the lyotropic liquid crystalline L, phase that is optically
isotropic and transparent with a nonperiodic network.

It is still a further object of this invention to produce an
optically isotropic and transparent monolithic nanoporous
inorganic of low density and refractive index with defined
three-dimensional topology and fixed pore dimensions,
which could be varied easily.

It is yet another object of this invention to provide a
mesopore that has a continuous network of pores, that is
formed from a concentrated surfactant phase, and when the
inorganic precursor is added, it does not perturb the pre-
formed structure, and the solvent, swelling agent and sur-
factant contained therein can be easily removed from the
monolith.

It is yet another object of this invention to produce
nanoporous monolithic composite materials conforming to
the lyotropic liquid crystalline L, phase that are useful in the
areas of magnetism, optics, electronics and biomaterials.

It is another object of this invention to produce a nan-
oporous inorganic material that may be useful: in controlled
filtration, in the growth of nanocomposites, as a trap for
large materials (e.g., proteins), as a catalyst, as a catalyst
support, as insulation, as a selective liquid barrier, as an
osmotic membrane, for energy storage, as an ultracapacitor,
as optoelectronic devices, for heavy metal isolation,
removal, silver filtration, and/or for silver ion reduction.

Generally, the objects of this invention are achieved the
production of mesoporous ceramic materials by templating
the L, phase. Broadly, a mesopore is defined as a pore size
diameter in the range of 10-100 nanometers in diameter.
Aerogels have nanopores, micropores and macropores. The
pore surface area is comparable to that found in an aerogel,
but the pore size distribution is narrower, i.e. more uniform
in diameter. Broadly, the process for producing the structure
comprises creating a liquid crystal, the L phase, coating the
liquid crystal with an inorganic precursor and then convert-
ing the coated liquid crystal to a ceramic. That is what is
referred to as template.

Another process for forming this mesopore materials is by
coassembly. This process, for example, comprises forming
an hexagonal array of surfactant microtubules, coating the
microtubules with an inorganic base. The reason it is called
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coassembly is that instead taking a “template”, i.e., a struc-
ture that already exists, and coating the outside with a
ceramic or inorganic precursor, in coassembly you mix the
inorganic precursor with the surfactant and the mesostruc-
ture then spontaneously forms.

More specifically, the objects of this invention are
achieved by the ceramized or silicated inorganic/organic
nanoporous monolithic composites conforming to the lyo-
tropic liquid crystalline L5 phase and the process of produc-
ing such composites. The L pease is formed by the self-
assembling of amphiphiles. The L, phase produced has
many properties, which make it particularly advantageous
for use as a template in the formation of mesoporous
inorganic materials. The L, phase consists of a three-
dimensional, random, nonperiodic network packing of a
multiple connected continuous membrane, which evenly
sub-divides the solvent into two continuous volumes. Trans-
mission electron micrographs are consistent with this pro-
posed random morphology. The average pore and cavity
dimensions of the water domains are controlled by the
solvent volume fraction, varying from 1-100 nm and per-
meate the entire sample. Measured characteristic dimensions
are from 6 to >35 nanometers. Measured surface areas are
comparable to aerogels, up to 1000 m*-g~*. Accessible pores
(which permeate the entire structure) in the silicated material
correlate with the solvent domain of the original liquid
crystalline phase, therefore negating the removal of surfac-
tant in order to gain entry through these pores. This fine
control leads to a very low polydispersity in these dimen-
sions for a given solvent volume fraction. X-ray scattering
studies confirm a low polydispersity in pore openings for a
given solvent fraction. In addition the L, phase is advanta-
geously optically isotropic and water clear. The L; phase has
a viscosity comparable to that of water, which makes it easy
to add inorganic precursors, which is often a problem in the
more viscous, hexagonal, bicontinuous cubic and lamellar
phases.

The compositions of this invention are true mesostruc-
tured silicates fomed by templating L, liquid crystals. The
pore surface areas are comparable to aerogels but with a
narrow pore size distribution and a uniform, continuous pore
network. The mesostructure is retained following chemical
or thermal extractions.

DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of an L5 phase.
FIG. 1A is an exploded view of a surfactant L, phase.
FIG. 1B is an exploded view of a silicate L; phase.
FIG. 2 is a graph depicting the dilution law (characteristic
distance as a function of volume fraction) for the original L,
phase, ¢, silicate L;, O and scaled silicate L, A, (scaled with
respect to increased total volume due to addition of the
alkoxysilane and subsequent hydrolysis). The dimensions of
the L, phases were determined using small-angle X-ray
diffraction (SAXS) at 20° C. Data was obtained using a
Rigaku RU-200 rotating anode X-ray diffractometer
equipped with a microfocus cup. The generated Cu Ka
X-rays were focused via bent mirror optics. Two-
dimensional X-ray images were collected with a home built
CCD detector based on a Thomson 512%-pixel CCD. The
digital powder diffraction images were azimuthally inte-
grated along an arc of +89.9° from the meridional axis to
enerate plots of scattered intensity versus Q=4msin6/1.54
A, where 20 is the angle between the incident and scattered
beam directions. Samples were flame sealed in X-ray cap-
illaries of diameter 1.5 mm. The maximum characteristic
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spacing that could be measured was 35 nm; for larger
spacings the desired peak could not be resolved from the
specimen and camera scatter near the beam stop.

FIG. 3 is a one dimensional powder pattern of a silicate
L, * (55 wt % sample with characteristic spacing 130 A),
amphiphilic L;, A (80 wt % sample with characteristic
spacing 153 A, note that the concentration of this sample is
close to the concentration of the L, silicate also shown in
this FIG. 3, taking into account the dilution factor arising
from the addition of alkoxysilane and the subsequent metha-
nol production (FIG. 2) and a xerogel, O. The silicate L and
amphiphilic L, patterns have been normalized to each other
for ease of comparison. The inset shows the corresponding
log log plot from which the azimuthal behavior may be
determined. For the xerogel the intensity falls of as g~ and
the amphiphilic L, as q~*. The high-q asymptote for the L,
could not be determined because of the limited g-range of
the data.

FIG. 4A are TEM micrographs of (a) a 55 wt % silicate
L5 and (b) xerogel of comparable density. The xerogel does
not have much structure. It is very dense and the pores are
very small. The micrographs were obtained in a Philips CM
200 Field-Emission-Gun TEM operated at 120 keV. The
TEM images were acquired at both ambient and liquid
nitrogen temperature, no visible variations in crystal struc-
ture were found at the two temperatures.

FIG. 4B are atomic force microscopy (AFM) pictures of
a thin film of the structures of this invention. These pictures
confirm the pore structure of the compositions of this
invention. The light regions are the silica walls and the dark
regions are the pores.

FIG. 4C is a scanning electron microscope image of a
fracture surface of the silicate gel of this invention. Image A
is of a lower magnification than image B. The structure is
monolithic and pores percolate throughout the structure.

FIG. 4D are atomic force microscopy (AFM) pictures of
a thin film of the structures of this invention. The magnifi-
cations are lower than that depiced in FIG. 4B.

FIG. 5 is a schematic of the two routes to producing
mesostructures of this invention, i.e., Co-Assembly and
Templating. Templating comprises creating a liquid crystal,
the L phase, coating the liquid crystal with an inorganic
precursor and then converting the coated liquid crystal to a
ceramic. Co-assembly comprises mixing the inorganic pre-
cursor with the surfactant and the mesostructure then spon-
taneosly forms. The reason it is called co-assembly is that
instead taking a “template”, ie., a structure that already
exists, and coating the outside with a ceramic or inorganic
precursor, in co-assembly the inorganic precursor (e.g.,
tetracthoxysilane) is mixed with the surfactant (e.g., hexa-
decyltrimethyl ammonium chloride).

FIG. 6 lists the components of one embodiment of the L,
System.

FIG. 7 compares the L System structure to that of
aerogels. The density of the L5 System structure is within the
range of an aerogel and the measured surface areas are
comparable to each other. A primary benefit of the structures
of this invention is the narrow pore size distribution. An
aerogel has a wide pore size distribution, i.e., the aerogel has
micropores, mesopores and macropores ranging in size from
less than 2 nanometers to 50 nanometers and over. In the
structures of this invention the pore size distribution can be
tuned to a very narrow distribution within the range of 5
nanometers up to a 100 nanometers, e.g., within a 20%
distribution range such as 40—60 nanometers.

FIG. 8 is a schematic representation of representation of
the acid or base catalysis reation that forms the structures of
this invention.

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

FIG. 9 is an example of the “bum-out” of the composition
of this invention. At 600 degrees Celsius the composition
does not melt or fuse. At 600 degrees Celsius the organics
(the surfactants) are burnt out, i.e., removed through ther-
molysis. The surfactants thermally decompose at about 300
degrees Celsius. However, because the organics are
entrapped in a silica matrix they do not bum out completely.
The burnout profile is not as sharp as a standard bum-out. In
the composition of this invention, just after drying, the
surface areas fall in the range of 400-500 meters squared per
gram. After “burn-out” in air at 600 degrees Celsius the
surface area is increased to over 900 meters squared per
gram.

FIGS. 10 and 11 are graphs depicting the performance of
several type solvent extractions and the effect on surface
areas of the L; structures. Methanol extraction is preferred,
involves no heat, is effective in dissolving out the organics
and can be easily removed from the structure.

FIG. 12 compares the thermal burn out of the surfactant
in air to the thermal burn out of the methanol extracted
material. The burn outs are very similar which is a good
indication that the porosity is very open and the surfactant is
being removed from between the silicate layers and the pore
structure is being opened or increased and the pore distri-
bution is changing.

FIG. 13 is a schematic representation of the preferred
process of this invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Generally there are two processes for making the
inorganic/organic nanoporous monolithic composites con-
forming to the lyotropic liquid crystalline L, phase of this
invention. Referring to FIG. 5, these processes are by
Co-Assembly and Templating. The preferred method of
templating comprises creating a liquid crystal, the L, phase,
coating the liquid crystal with an inorganic precursor and
then converting the coated liquid crystal to a ceramic.
Co-assembly comprises forming an hexagonal array of
surfactant microtubules and coating the microtubules with
an inorganic base. The reason it is called co-assembly is that
instead taking a “template”, i.e., a structure that already
exists, and coating the outside with a ceramic or inorganic
precursor, in co-assembly you mix the inorganic precursor
(e.g., tetracthoxysilane) with the surfactant (e.g., hexadecyl-
trimethyl ammonium chloride).

In the process of co-assembly the surfactant associates
itself through a chemical interaction with the inorganic
precursor. Then those moieties, the combined structure or
associated molecules, form spontaneously into an ordered
structure. FIG. 5 shows a lamellar phase, ie., a layered
structure, with the surfactant forming bilayers. It is believed
that the surfactant head groups on either side and tails are
brought into proximity with the inorganic precursor they
react with each other and condense into a ceramic structure.
The structure is an hexagonal phase of formed tubules.
These tubules then stack in hexagonal arrays and,
theoretically, there is no limit how long those hexagonal
tubules, hexagonally packed tubules, can be.

In the preferred process of templating, an existing liquid
crystal structure is coated with the ceramic precursor and
then reacts to solidify into a copy of the surfactant structure,
but in a solid form.

EXAMPLES

Materials

The L, phase used in this invention is a thermodynami-
cally stable phase composed of the surfactant cetylpyri-
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dinium chloride (CpCl, 1-hexadecylpyridinium chloride
monohydrate, C, ;H;5;(N*)C;H;(C17)-H,0), the
co-surfactant hexanol (C¢H;;0H, ca. 98% by GC), and
hydrochloric acid (0.2 M, aqueous). Varying amounts of the
0.2 M hydrochloric acid ‘solvent’ were used to prepare
samples, ranging from 50% up to 95% by weight of the
overall mixture. A fixed ratio of 1.15 (by weight) hexanol to
CpCl was used in all samples except in the higher solvent
contents (>90% by weight); in the latter solutions the
hexanol:CpCl ratio was increased to 1.20. Throughout most
of the solvent content range of interest, the L5 phase remains
stable with respect to the solvent content; the phase field
narrows and curves upwards when the solvent content
exceeds 90% by weight (FIG. 2). K. M. McGrath, “Lamellar
Phases in Surfactant Systems,” Langmuir 13 [7] 1987-95
(1997). The source of silica for silicification of the L, phase
was typically tetramethoxysilane (TMOS) although tetra-
ethoxysilane (TEOS) was used in some cases.

The cetylpyridinium chloride and hexanol were pur-
chased from Sigma Chemical Co. The sodium chloride
(99.999% pure) was obtained from Aldrich Chemical Co.
Ltd. The concentrated hydrochloric acid was a standard
chemical store grade and was diluted to the appropriate
concentration. The water used was distilled and deionized
with a conductivity between 1-10 MU-cm. This water
source was used for all dilutions and preparations of solu-
tions. The tetramethoxysilane (TMOS, (CH;0),Si, 297%
pure) and tetraethoxysilane (TEOS, (CH,CH,0),Si, Z97%
pure) were obtained from Alfa Aesar and Fluka Chemica-
BioChemika All chemicals were used as received.

Procedure

The order of mixing the three components of the L,
system was not important to the final result, but it was
necessary to maintain the correct hexanol/CpCl ratio to
ensure phase purity and stability as stated above. Typically,
the CpCl and hexanol co-surfactants were put into an
appropriate container, to which the required amount of 0.2
M hydrochloric acid was added. The samples were stirred
using a magnetic stirrer and held at room temperature, by
using a water bath if necessary, during stirring. If the stirring
is too vigorous it will cause the solution to foam. Turning
down the stirring rate and/or allowing the sample to sit for
a few minutes was usually sufficient to eliminate bubbles.
After 20-30 minutes of stirring, the samples (except the high
solvent samples) became clear and would remain clear if set
aside. High solvent samples were very slightly milky white,
possibly due to the formation of large-pore diameter
structures, which scatter visible light. After setting without
stirring for several minutes, the samples (except the high
solvent) were water clear, indicating that the L; phase was
quickly established once agitation was removed. High sol-
vent samples remained slightly milky in appearance.
Samples that exhibited phase separation (e.g., two immis-
cible liquid layers or pronounced milkiness due to micelle
formation) could be ‘recovered’ by adding small amounts of
the required component, either hexanol or CpCl, followed
by renewed stirring until clear. In this study samples exhib-
iting separation were discarded before silicification.

The L, liquids were quite stable with time and could be
left to sit for several weeks if well sealed against the loss of
solvent or hexanol. Indeed samples that are flame sealed
have no definable lifetime and should be stable indefinitely.
After sitting several hours, often overnight, the L; phase
would be ‘silicated’ by the addition of tetramethoxysilane
(TMOS) or tetracthoxysilane (TEOS) to the sample. To
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ensure complete hydrolysis of the alkoxide, the ratio of
water-to-alkoxide was kept slightly lower than 4:1 (molar).
TMOS was typically added without stirring the L, phase
solution. Significant heat was immediately generated by the
hydrolysis of the TMOS in the acid solution; too rapid
addition of the TMOS would result in boiling the sample and
loss of hexanol. This factor alone might explain some of the
discrepancies observed to exist between similar samples—
the hexanol/CpCl ratio is vital both in the synthesis of the L
phase and to maintain the phase during silicification. After
hydrolysis was complete (taken as the point at which the
temperature of the sample returned to ambient), the samples
were well sealed using Parafilm® and set aside to gel. The
rate of hydrolysis is reduced when TEOS is used instead of
TMOS and for some samples stirring was required to ensure
that hydrolysis was complete prior to the initiation of
condensation. In this case the point of clearing was taken as
an indication that hydrolysis had proceeded sufficiently for
solubility of the silicate precursor. Both TMOS and TEOS
samples were treated similarly and results were comparable.
However, only silicates generated using the TMOS precur-
sor will be further discussed herein.

The samples would gel within 2-5 hours after adding
TMOS if placed in an oven at 60° C. This step was found to
be unnecessary if the L; precursor solution had been prop-
erly prepared prior to silicification. Gelation would occurin
samples held at room temperature in about two days. In
either case, the gelled samples were colorless and clear
(including the high solvent samples), optically isotropic, and
shaped by the container. The gels could be strengthened by
being kept at 60° C. for a week or merely by setting aside
for longer times. Volume reduction could be slowed by
keeping the samples under solvent; a number of organic
solvents were used to remove water from the gel via solvent
exchange, helping to slowly dry, retard shrinkage, and
thereby prevent fragmenting during drying. As will be
discussed, shrinkage remains a problem. Realistic and repro-
ducible quantitative results obtained from x-ray could only
be achieved when dealing with samples that had been treated
in an identical manner. Knowledge of the amount of shrink-
age was required in order to determine the correct charac-
teristic dimension for the gel, thereby considerable efforts
were made to ensure that all samples which underwent
analysis by the various methodologies were treated in the
same way.

Solvent Exchange, Extraction, and Drying

Solvent exchange was typically done by replacing the
retained liquid in the gel (principally methanol and water)
with an organic solvent over a period of several days. In one
such process, a sample would be covered with acetone
shortly after the sample was gelled (that is, when the sample
would no longer flow if the container was tilted or inverted).
After several hours, the acetone would be poured off and
replaced with fresh solvent. This process was repeated over
several days. During the solvent exchange, the volume of the
sample gel would not appear to change appreciably although
internal fractures were frequently observed and the sample
usually pulled away slightly from the container walls. This
process was not sufficient to prevent sample shrinkage once
the sample removed from the solvent bath and allowed to
completely dry; when exposed to air, the samples began to
fracture and shrink.

As with other methods of sol-gel preparations, shrinkage
remains a serious drawback in the formation and reproduc-
ibility of L; silicates. Samples could be air-dried over a
period of 48 hours and remain clear and monolithic with few
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cracks. However, final volumes were <50% of the initial in
samples that were permitted to dry quickly in air, indicating
a significant loss of pore volume. Samples kept under liquid
shrank more slowly and retained more of the original
volume (losing only ~10-15% of the initial volume), but
remained fragile and very sensitive to subsequent handling
and drying in air. When heated at temperatures above 100°
C., the samples invariably broke up into fragments. Longer
curing times resulted in stronger samples, but shrinkage
remained significant.

Continuous, Soxhlet extraction was used to remove
organic components. The surfactant cetylpyridium chloride
is soluble in water, ethanol, and methanol. Hexanol is only
slightly miscible with water (8 parts per 100) but soluble in
ethanol. J. A. Dean, “Lange’s Handbook of Chemistry,” 13
edition, p. 7437 (McGraw-Hill Book Co., New York,
1985). Several solvents, chosen to cover a range of Hilde-
brand solubility parameters, were used as extracting sol-
vents. A sample of L; silicate would be placed in the
extraction chamber of the Soxhiet extraction apparatus,
cushioned on both sides by glass wool. A 500 mL boiling
flask was half filled with solvent and heated to boiling. The
distillation of the solvent resulted in a continuous stream of
hot solvent flowing through the sample. Typical extraction
runs lasted for four days. The extracted samples were
allowed to air dry, then removed to a vacuum drying oven
and held at 50° C. under vacuum. During drying the samples
invariably fractured into small pieces.

Supercritical extraction (SCE) was used to prepare some
samples for TEM analysis. Typical runs were made in
supercritical CO,, at temperatures and pressures well above
the critical point. SCE was done using a Milton Roy SCE
Laboratory Methods Development System, with runs aver-
aging 8-10 hours in duration. Samples to be extracted were
placed in the extraction chamber after undergoing solvent
exchange in acetone, followed by air drying. The extraction
chamber was sealed and slowly pressurized to >1x10% Pa,
then heated to 4020 C. At the selected temperature and
pressure, a shunt valve to a separation vessel was opened,
taking care to maintain supercritical conditions in the extrac-
tion chamber. Once pressures and temperatures in the extrac-
tion and separation vessels were equalized, a secondary
shunt valve from the separation vessel to atmosphere was
cracked to permit a continuous venting of CO, from the
system and providing a continuous stream of extracting fluid
to pass through the sample. Extracted material was retained
in the separation vessel.

Simple heat treatments of samples were done in air
furnaces or under oxygen-enriched atmospheres. A typical
heating schedule consisted of (i) a slow ramp (5-10° C./min)
to 100° C., (ii) dwell at 100° C. for two hours, (iii) ramp to
higher temperature (5-10° C./min),(iv) dwell of varying
duration at higher temperature, and (v) furnace cool back to
ambient. Samples were heat treated at 300° C. up to 30
hours, at 500° C. for 2—4 hours, at 600° C. for no more than
2 h. Samples were invariably fractured by the furnace
treatment into large granules, pieces ranging in size from 1
to 3 mm along the characteristic length. Final sample color
depended upon extraction method used. For example,
acetone-exchanged samples varied from black (following
300° C. heat treatment), through yellow (500° C.), to clear
(600° C.). In other examples, n-heptane-extracted samples
were red after heat treating at 400° C. for 4 hours whereas
methanol-extracted samples were clear after heat treating at
300° C. for 2 hours.

Generally, simple solvent extraction may be used on small
particulate in order to remove the organic components.
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However, in order to produce larger structures, such as the
size of aerogels, it is preferred, if not essential, to use
supercritical extraction and supercritical drying to remove
the organic component. One advantage to the use of super-
critical extraction is that it proceeds more rapidly than
simple solvent extraction. Another advantage is that the use
of supercritical extraction do not set up differential drying
stresses in the material which can occur with simple solvent
extraction.
X-ray Diffraction

Powder diffraction data for all samples were obtained
using a Rigaku RU-200 rotating anode x-ray diffractometer
equipped with a microfocus cup. The generated Cu-Kou
x-rays were focused with bent mirror optics. Repeat dis-
tances ranging from 1 to 35 nm could be determined using
these mirrors for the L, systems studied here. Using this
setup characteristic spacings up to 70 nm are able to be
probed for samples which presented strong, sharp Bragg
reflections since these are superimposed on the small-angle
scattering and leakage around the beam stop and could be
easily resolved. However, for the systems studied here the
small-angle scattering was increased significantly due to the
presence of amorphous silica. This creates the problem that
unless the liquid crystalline phase is a strong x-ray diffractor,
scattering close to the beam stop or that which falls within
the small-angle scattering q range is not able to be isolated
from this broad range scattering. The liquid crystalline L,
phase unfortunately is not a strong x-ray diffractor. This
phase suffers from the additional problems that it does not
show a sharp Bragg diffraction peak (due to the random
slicing of the channels inherent in the phase by the incident
x-ray beam), nor diffraction peaks of order higher than first.
This restricted the possibility of obtaining data to samples
below ~90 wt % correlating to a repeat distance of ~35 nm.
Two-dimensional x-ray images were collected with a home-
built CCD detector based on a Thomson 512 by 512-pixel
CCD [Tate, 1997 #1269]. Thus enabling observation of any
orientational effects within the sample.

Digital powder diffraction images were azimuthally inte-
grated along an arc of +89.9° from the meridional axis to
generate plots of scattered intensity versus q=4msin6/1.54 A,
where 20 is the angle between the incident and scattered
beam directions to obtain one-dimensional diffraction pat-
terns. Samples were either flame sealed in glass x-ray
capillaries of approximately 1.5 mm in diameter or chunks
of the silicated materials were held in a special holder.
Problems of attenuation of the beam by the prepared sili-
cated L, phase chunks further hampered obtaining clean
diffraction patterns. The beam intensity of the incident beam
was significantly reduced for the silicated L5 phases in
comparison to L; phases consisting of surfactant/
cosurfactant molecules alone. This leads to an increase in the
time required to obtain sufficiently low signal-to-noise.
Further problems due to increased data collection times
arose from pixel overflow of the two-dimensional detector,
resulting in a maximum data collection time. Multiple data
collections were utilized, these were then added together,
however signal-to-noise was still problematic. Anomalous
scattering was also detected off facets of the silicated L,
samples as samples were randomly cracked (this remains a
serious drawback of these samples). This led to highly
intense spikes superimposed on the diffraction pattern for
some samples. The maximum characteristic spacing was,
due to the combination of these experimental limitations,
restricted to 35 nm; for larger spacings the desired peak
could not be resolved from the specimen and camera scatter
near the beam stop.
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Surface Area Measurements, Thermal Analysis, and
Electron Microscopy

Surface area measurements were made on dried samples
(with and without extraction) using a Micromeritics Flow-
sorb II 2300 single-point BET. Samples were air dried,
vacuum dried at 50° C. for at least 8 hours, then degassed at
100° C. under a flowing 70/30 He/N,, gas mixture for several
hours prior to measurement. Surface areas were determined
from the amount of nitrogen gas adsorbed onto the silicate
surfaces from a flowing stream of 70/30 He/N,, gas at liquid
nitrogen temperature (-196° C.).

Simultaneous differential scanning calorimetry (DSC)
and thermogravimetric analysis (TGA) were performed
using a Rheometrics STA1500. Typical furnace runs were
done under streaming air. The standard furnace run consisted
of the following steps: (i) ramp from ambient to 600° C. at
5°/min; (i) hold at 600° C. for one hour; and (iii) ramp at 20°
C./min back to ambient.

Results and Discussion
Preparation

The liquid crystalline L, phase is well known for its
remarkable properties. It is found in a limited number of
amphiphilic systems and is generally stable over only very
narrow composition and temperature ranges. FIG. 2 shows
a slice through the quaternary phase diagram for the CpCl/
hexanol/brine (1 wt % NaCl in water) system, in which this
phase forms. The L; phase is pure within the domains of 53
to >98 wt % solvent and for hexanol-to-CpCl ratios of 1.12
to 1.21. The NaCl component is able to be replaced by HCl
either completely or partially (as long as the total chloride
concentration remains constant) without significantly alter-
ing these phase boundaries. This substitution allowed the pH
of the solutions to be regulated, thereby controlling the
hydrolysis and condensation rates of the silicate polymer-
ization. For all samples described here the chloride ion
source was HCL.

The L5 phase is bordered in the phase diagram by the
lamellar phase (an indefinite stacking of bilayers intercalated
with water) on one side (the lower hexanol side) and a
multiphase region containing reverse micelles on the other.
Both the composition of solvent and the ratio between the
surfactant (CpCl) and the cosurfactant (in this case hexanol)
maybe used to manipulate the phase. The L, phase Gaussian
curvature is globally negative (i.e. the interface between
aqueous and non-aqueous regions bends away from the
hydrocarbon chains of the amphiphile). Locally, however,
the curvature varies from being flat (Gaussian curvature=0,
“lamellar-like” stacking) to a minimum in the Gaussian
curvature. Without the addition of hexanol, CpCl is unable
to vary the curvature of the membrane in order for the L,
phase to be formed due to headgroup interactions. Hexanol
with its short hydrocarbon chain and small hydrophilic
hydroxyl group is capable of inducing such variations by its
specific placement in the membrane. At regions of high
negative curvature the repulsive interaction between the
headgroups of the amphiphiles destabilize the system, hex-
anol preferentially sites itself such that it relaxes this inter-
action by acting as a spacer, thereby decreases the rigidity of
the membrane. Thus the addition of hexanol in the correct
ratio induces formation of the L; phase. This occurs over a
very small range of hexanol to CpCl concentrations and
eventually when there is an excess of hexanol to the require-
ments of the L, phase a phase transition occurs. The new
phase has a close to uniform negative Gaussian curvature
over the entire membrane. If too little is added the average
Gaussian curvature is closer to zero and the lamellar phase
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results. Hence the three states are easily manipulated by
varying the ratio of hexanol-to-CpCl.

These three states are easily distinguished by eye, thereby
assisting in determining if a single equilibrated L, phase has
been obtained. The lamellar phase has, compared to both the
L, and the reverse micelle phase, a very high viscosity. This
phase is less dense than the L, phase and is in addition
birefringent. The L5 phase in contrast has a viscosity com-
parable with that of water, is completely optically
homogeneous, crystal clear and optically isotropic (indeed it
is visually almost indistinct from water). The second iso-
tropic phase is also readily distinguishable from the L5 phase
in that despite being of low viscosity and optically isotropic
it is not when in coexistence with the L phase optically
clear. It is in comparison with the L, phase turbid, thus
making it also easily recognized. Therefore samples which
initially not in the pure L, phase region are distinct from
those in a single equilibrated phase and may be pushed into
this region by adding CpCl (in the case of the L, phase plus
the second isotropic phase) or hexanol (in the case of the L5
phase plus the lamellar phase). Equilibrated L, samples may
be formed within a day, times may be considerably less for
more dilute systems.

Following the method outlined above, silicated L, phases
could be easily and reproducibly synthesized, having a
well-defined topology and pore dimensions with low poly-
dispersity (this being a characteristic of liquid crystalline L
phases). However to ensure that the integrity of the phase
was unaffected upon silification, small-angle x-ray studies
were performed. This allowed determination of the charac-
teristic repeat distance of the L; phase to be obtained (an
average over the thickness of the bilayer plus the channel
occupied by solvent).

FIG. 3 shows the one-dimensional diffraction patterns for
a liquid crystalline L; phase and a silicated L; phase. Both
show a broad band diffraction peak, which is superimposed
upon a large wide ranging small-angle scattering. The broad-
ness of the peak is in part due to the random pore structure;
that is, it results from the ensemble average of chord lengths
that vary in size because they strike across the pores at
random. A characteristic spacing for the phase may be
obtained via a tangential base line method. The limiting
dependence of the intensity as a function of the reciprocal
lattice vector may be used to determine the spectral dimen-
sion of the clusters, which is the parameter required to
specify the fractal network dynamics, as such it is often
called the fractal dimension (i.e. the intensity decreases as
Iecq~P, assuming monodispersity of both particles and clus-
ters [J. Teixeira in “On growth and form” ed. H. E. Stanley
and N. Ostrowshy (Nijhoff, Dordrecht, 1986), p. 145)]. A
relation between the power-law exponent and the fractal
dimension can only be given if the cluster size distribution
obeys a power-law (J. E. Martin, J. Appl. Cryst. 19 (1986)
25) and the aggregates are self-similar (D. W. Schaefer,
Science 243 (1989) 1023) (such as is the case for the L
phase).

The inset to FIG. 3 shows the double-logarithmic repre-
sentation of the one-dimensional scattering patterns. The
characteristics of the diffraction pattern can be related to the
different structural features correlated with the respective
length scale. At the lowest q values, the scattered intensity
is constant since at the corresponding large length scales,
scattering does not allow resolution of the inhomogeneities
of the sample. The intermediate dependence can be
explained in terms of fractals. Smooth surfaces (e.g. colloi-
dal aggregates, such as those in aerogels and xerogels) decay
as q~* following Porod’s law, whereas bilayer structures as
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in the case of the liquid crystalline L, phase (and lamellar
phases) follow a q~> dependence. The liquid crystalline L,
phase (a 55 wt % sample) has a limiting behavior depen-
dence of q~**¥, which within experimental uncertainty cor-
relates with a local bilayer structure as expected. If the
silicated L5 phase is to conform to the topology of a liquid
crystalline L, phase it too must show this asymptotic behav-
ior. Due to the increased broadness, reduced intensity and
long tail of the diffraction peak of the silicated L, phases,
determining the true asymptotic behavior was hindered by
the experimental limit of our diffraction camera. However,
all indications lead to a limiting behavior of q~2 rather than
q~* as observed in aerogels and xerogels. Indeed, FIG. 3
shows the small-angle diffraction data for a silicate gel
formed via traditional methods with no added surfactant; no
peak is apparent and the limiting behavior decays as q~>%,
as expected for a cross-linked colloidal structure.

In order to analyze the diffraction data in a reproducible
and quantitative manner the volume fraction of solvent must
be known. Liquid crystalline L, phases, upon dilution,
follow a universal scaling law. Such systems are termed
self-similar—appearing identical on all length scales. The
universal scaling law for the L; phase of the presilicated
samples is shown graphically in FIG. 4. For a system to
follow a universal scaling law the topological form of the
phase must remain unchanged upon dilution (i.e. pure swell-
ing alone occurs) and the characteristic distance, therefore
increases linearly as a function of the reciprocal of the
solvent volume fraction. Hence addition/reduction of sol-
vent merely results in a change in the characteristic repeat
distance, given the restriction that the variation in the
volume fraction of the solvent does not extend past the phase
boundaries. For the L, phase studied here these correspond
to volume fractions between ~53 and >99 wt % solvent.

Analysis of the silicated L; phases was complicated by
the large increase in volume fraction upon addition of the
silicate precursor and also due to shrinkage (reduction of the
solvent volume fraction) subsequent to gelation and drying.
Assuming no shrinkage occurs an upper volume fraction
limit may be determined from the densities of the TMOS
(added precursor) and methanol (byproduct). Characteristic
repeat distances were found to decrease depending on the
extent of shrinkage. All attempts were made to ensure that
samples were treated in an identical manner in order to limit
variations in shrinkage and therefore volume fraction.
Shrinkage could be limited significantly (although not oblit-
erated completely) by taking precautions during synthesis
once a gel had been formed (sample would no longer flow,
but condensation had not progressed sufficiently for a solid
to have formed). As explained previously, solvent exchange
could be used to prevent any significant shrinkage from
occurring until the polymerization was complete. X-ray data
obtained at this point produced characteristic distances,
which corresponded to limiting volume fractions. The char-
acteristic distances obtained in this fashion are shown in
FIG. 4.

Once the universal scaling law had been obtained it was
possible to determine the extent of shrinkage, since the so
obtained curve could be used as a calibration curve. This
follows as shrinkage in effect has the consequence of con-
centration of the phase only (i.e. a reduction of the solvent
volume fraction). As shrinkage occurs, cracking is also
necessary as the walls of the phase are now amorphous silica
with a high rigidity modulus and shrinkage will therefore
shatter the sample. In addition to a maximum volume
fraction due to aqueous HCI, silicate, methanol appropriate
for the sample. A minimum volume fraction corresponding
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to the total shrinkage (i.e. shrinkage occurs proportionally
with solvent removal) is also possible depending on the
drying mechanism followed and the extent of condensation
when drying was instigated. A minimum diffraction peak
corresponding to a repeat distance of ~4.5 nm was often
obtained for all original volume fractions used which cor-
related to the surfactant bilayer and the polymerized silica
alone.

Uses

A use for the materials of this invention is as a sensor
material. One of the advantages of the mesoporous
materials, i.e., materials having pore diameters of from
10-100 nanometers (the wavelength of visible light being as
little 300 nanometers), is that the wavelength of incident
light will not scatter appreciably so that the material will
appear optically clear. As the pore size increases, approach-
ing the size of visible light, the material will start to scatter
the light and it will appear cloudy or colored. In the situation
when the material does not scatter light, the material is a low
index optical material. This means that when you put a
coating on the material, e.g., a light or radiation sensitive
material, the mesopore material does not contribute to any
loss of signal.

Another use for the materials of this invention is for
controlled filtration. Zeolites are used to filter small mol-
ecules but they are not useful for the filtration of larger
molecules, such as proteins, because the proteins clog the
zeolite. However, a mesopore has the appropriate pore size
range to filter out proteins. Thus these materials are useful
for the selective filtration of large molecules, polymers,
biopolymers and similar type compositions.

Still another use for the materials of this invention is for
the growth of nanocomposites. A nanocomposite is a mate-
rial that has nanosize structures, i.e., a structure having pore
sizes from 10-100 nanometers. One hundred nanometers is
a tenth of micrometer. A structure having a pore size grater
than 100 nanometers is considered a microstructure. The
structures of this invention permit the building of yet smaller
structures within the material. For example, there are poten-
tial applications for use in producing magnetic medium by
putting extremely small ferro magnetic domains within a
matrix. This could decrease the area that you need for data
storage. Additionally, strong but still transparent, optical
materials can be made for a whole host of applications.
Photo optic or photo active materials at the nanoscale can
also be produced, permitting the production of more effec-
tive optical filters, for example, improved infrared windows.

The compositions of this invention may also be used traps
for large molecules, such as proteins, catalysts and catalyst
supports. Most catalysts work by having a molecule tem-
porarily absorbed onto the surface. Such absorption renders
it more chemically active. The larger surface area combined
with the more uniform pore distribution makes the compo-
sitions of this invention more advantageous than aerogels.

The compositions can also be used as temperature insu-
lators and selective liquid barriers that allow you to filter out
large quantities of liquids. For example, the composition
may be used as a prefilter in a waste water treatment plant
to get out large quantities of organics before you go into a
smaller ones. Such use of the composition prevents clogging
of smaller porous filters.

The compositions may also be used as osmotic mem-
branes. An osmotic membrane relies on the difference in the
chemical potential between two liquids of different concen-
trations separated by a barrier. The chemical potential cre-
ates a pressure and if you have a porous membrane between
the two liquids, the pressure forces some constituents
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through the membrane while the other constituents are
trapped behind the membrane. Other uses for the composi-
tions could be in dialysis.

The compositions may also be used with vanadium
pentoxide, compositions that are useful for energy storage
and for stabilizing lithium. Most batteries are made of a
plurality of very thin layers of a conductive layer and a
storage layer. Mesoporous materials have interconnected
pathways that have large connected areas for an energy
storage phase and a conductive phase intermixed within a a
high surface area. The high surface area of the mesoporous
materials can be used with titanium dioxide in ultra capaci-
tor applications. The ultra capacitors hold a lot of energy
which can be released in a very short amount of time for a
specific application.

Additional applications of the materials of the present
invention include low index optical material, controlled
filtration, growth of nano-composites, traps for large
molecules, e.g., proteins, catalysts and catalyst supports,
insulation, selective liquid barriers, osmotic membranes,
V., 0, for energy storage, TiO, for ultracapacitors, activated
surfaces for heavy metal isolation and removal, and silver
ion reduction.

In the case of nanocomposites, the precipitation of a
second phase within the pore network as nanometer-scale
particles or aggregates of particles. The second phase can be
ceramic, metal, or polymer. Such systems would be useful
for catalysts (such as platinum or gold particles on a silica
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surface) or in optoelectronic applications (metal nanopar-
ticles in suspension give a deep rich color to materials that
is decorative such as ruby glass but also finds use as optical
filters, waveguides, and so forth.

Having thus described the invention in detail, it is to be
understood that the foregoing description is not intended to
limit the spirit and scope thereof. What is desired to be
protected by Letters Patent is set forth in the appended
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. Amesoporous ceramic fiber having a pore size diameter
in the range of about 10-100 nanometers produced by
templating with a ceramic precursor a lyotropic liquid
crystalline L, phase, wherein the L, phase consists of a
three-dimensional, random, nonperiodic network packing of
a multiple connected continuous membrane.

2. The material of claim 1, wherein the ceramic precursor
is a metalloorganic or metal salt precursor to oxide or
non-oxide ceramics.

3. The material of claim 2, wherein the ceramic precursor
is tetramethoxysilane (TMOS) or tetracthoxysilane (TEOS).

4. The material of claim 2, wherein the ceramic precursor
is a salt or alkoxide of titanium.

5. The material of claim 2, wherein the ceramic precursor
is a salt or alkoxide of vanadium.
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