
Thomas A. Litzinger  
Department of Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering, Penn State 

201 Hammond Building, University Park, PA 16802 
Phone: (814) 865-4015  Fax: (814) 865-4021  e-mail: talme@engr.psu.edu  

Brief Biography 
Dr. Litzinger received his B. S. degree in Nuclear Engineering from Penn State 
in 1977.  After graduation, he joined General Electric and spent four years 
working on advanced energy systems, flow-induced vibrations and acoustics.   
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Professor in 1990 and to Full Professor in 1995.  He assumed the Directorship of the Leonhard Center for 
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Relevant Experience and Interests 
Dr. Litzinger’s research involves chemical aspects of combustion related to internal combustion engines, 
gas turbines, and rockets.  He conducts research that is primarily experimental in nature and ranges from 
fundamental, bench-top experiments on the combustion chemistry of fuels and propellants to 
investigations of commercial automotive engine emissions.  His current research focuses on the effects of 
fuel composition, including oxygenated compounds and additives, on emissions from gas turbines and on 
the combustion chemistry of advanced liquid propellants.   
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