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A $100,000 Book.

Probably the highest price ever paid for a book was 10,000 pounds, given by the German Government for a missal formerly given by Pope Leo X to King Henry VIII of England, along with a parchment conferring on that sovereign the right of assuming the title “Defender of the Faith,” borne ever since by the English kings. It was sold at auction some years ago. The book which secured the highest offer was a Hebrew Bible, in the possession of the Vatican. In 1512 the Hebrews of Venice proposed to Pope Julius II to buy the Bible and to pay for it its weight in gold. It was so heavy that it required two men to carry it. Indeed, it weighed 325 pounds, thus representing a value of half a million of francs (20,000 pounds). Though being much pressed for money, in order to keep up the Holy League against King Louis XII of France, Julius II declined to part with the volume.
