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AND

LICENTIOUSNESS OF THE Pam@

AND
THE UNCONTROULABLE NATURE

OF-THE
HUMAN MIND
CONTAINING
AN INVESTIGATION OF THE RIGHT WHICH GOVERN-
MENT HAVE TO CONTROUL THE FREE EXPRES-

SION OF PUBLIC OPI.MN, -
ADDRESSED TO THE PEOPLE OF THE U, STATES

By JOHN THOMSON. -

& I will sooner part with Life itself, than with that Liberty, without

which, Life s mot worth the having ;—1I awill soomer suffer

my eyes to be put out, than wmy udmmdzwg to be extin-
guished.

' Mivrtoxn’s Speech on the unlicenced Liberty of the PRESS,
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ADDRESS,

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES.

FOR your perusal. the follaving . sheels were
‘wﬁ!@m «thercfore to you are they addressed..
such as may approve of the principles r:fmt ded.
ao defence is necessary. 1o such as dzmpprone, 1€
case s the same. Lewz : the wark tken, o Jtand
or fall by its own merils; this'address on/
(&ereasom qf pnblzcatzcm at 1

ihe summer of 1798, it appeared to me, that they

were the offipring of terror and rejudice
| Jounded upo"? injustices and cakahg % :

enemies than friends to the government. 7 Cﬂwﬂ'-'. :
:t tize dnty af every man to investigate the principles

t half the size of the

: pidem S0 severely n. the
latter part of that summer, ami ng the fall, pre-
wenied the publication at the period intended. R

From that time until the last meeting of Congress,
the manuscript has lain past, without the design of
publication being again thought of. Upon the Com-
mittee of unfinished bnsiness reporting their opinion
of the expedience of renewmg the Sedition Law, I
determined. apon this publication. The substance,
and the principal part of the reasonings are the same
with the unpublished wazk just mentioned; but the ar-
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neral,chngcs are exb:bm:d against an individuai;
or individuals; the persons name ought to be affixed
to the pubhcatxon In this c;:l; wﬂhf;ﬁ»czhmny and
abuse would never dare to e their pmcs.
He who -had been once convicted of p?igz shing a
. malicious falsehood, would forever after be deprived
. of the means of gwmg currency to hls cammm_
. Let not Government interfere.. - Thelaws of society,
. N bﬂforeobsenred are ﬁﬁlysuﬁicxem to the-pe
~If newspapers, and other publications, have lately
teemed w&hmmrepresentaﬂon, or 'with ‘undeserved
abuse of prwate or u.hhc chamntcr I.fm-hms
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éﬁem. . hat Is to W At fHew th&!ﬁ
eught &Q:b#dapmeda of LIBE TY because: it may

ei‘

as ‘beer 2. -«_g a3 --.‘. _ m.,m‘
s;;y Tet inlsmpresentaﬁ"on be exposed” by the |

truth. -~ Let characters who have been tm"tmly
accusgd Ymdxcate themsa]vés by amungmt s}:{
trea.te wit that c0~ ptit-so.
wo case whalever use coercive measures. Txuth nm
all nms.saiﬁmgnﬂg powerful, Cocrcion may silence,
but it never can convince.

It is the duty of both Government and people to
act justly. Openness, sineerity, and candour,
should characterise all their transactions. As men
are so liable to_error and mistake, they should be
alike open to reason and conviction. Mmd
being in a state |
ould av oxd

fore the I1c eye ; but, even these W
without ‘th usc When detected 1

‘weasoning, the truth will appear wi
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. Tantalus alabris fitiens, fugientiacaptar
 Flumina : quid rides? mnrato nowine, de te

- Fabula narratnr.~—— Hor.
A
LONDON,

:Prmted by &. Streater, forLivewel/ (hap-
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| Oceana. |
man unto no other énd, (or they may thank themfelves) then
to proteck the liberty of every private man, whichby thar

means comes to be the liberty of the Common-wealth,

; ceing they that make the Lawes in Common-wealths arc
but men, the main queftion feems to be, how a Common-wealih
comes to bean Empire of Lawes, and not of Men ; orhow the
debate or re[ult of a Common-wealthis fo fure to be according un-
t0 reafon; feeing they who debate, and they who refalue be but
men, . And a5 often a5 reafon b5 againft aman, fo often will a man
be againft reafon.

‘Fhis isthought to bea {hrewd faying, but will do no harm 3
for be itfo, that reafor is nothing but satereff, there be divers
snterefts; and {oRivers reafons, _ i

Asfirft, there is Private Reafonywhich is the zntereft of a pri-
Vate man.

Secondly, thereis Reafon of State, which is the intereft (ot
crrour as was {aid by Selomon) of the Ruler or Rulers, that is to
{ay, of the Prince, of the Nokility, or of the Peaple.

Thirdly,thereis that Reafor which is the intereft of mankind,

Hooker.B.X. or of the whole,Now if we [e ever 1 -

at
want [enfe, that a5 in themfelves they have a Law which direfletly
them, in the medns whevely they tend 1o their own perfesiion, (o
likewife that amother Law there 1s,which toucheth them as they are [os
siable parts wnited into ome Lodys & Law which bindeshthem cachio
Jerve unto others good, and allto prefer the good of thewhole, before
whatfoever their own particular 3 a8 when flones or beavy things for-
fake their ordinary wont or centery andfly upwardss as if they beard -
themfebues commanded.tolet go'the good they privately wilb, and to

rre_!:?’:r_,"e the prefent difteefleof Nature in_commgn, ~\There isa come
/ monright, Law of Nature, or intcref of the wi'mle 5 whichis

/ mereexcellent,and foacknowledged to be by theagents them-

felves, thentheright or intereft of the patts onely. wherefore
though it may be truly (aid, that the creatures are naturally ¢ariied
forth, unto their proper utility or profit : that ought not to be taken in
too geneval a [enfe 5 [eesng divers of them abftain from thesr own
proﬁr, esther in regavd of thofe of the fame kind,or at the leaft of their
yomng, -
(.:g/[an»(’t'nd then muft cither be lefle jult then the ¢reature, or
acknowledge alfo his common intereft vo be common right, = And
if ré‘q%gb&nothin clfe but intereft, and the intereft of mankind
be the ;xamyz% then the reafon of mankind muft be right
reafon. Nowegmpute wellsfor if che intereft of popular Govern-
. Mgzt come the-néamg. unto the intereft of mankind, then the
redfon of popwlar Gousvtment mufk come the nearcft unto 77ght
But iemay be faid, that the difficulty remains yet ; for be
the iaterelt of pepular Government right veafor ;2 man dothl 130}:
‘ 00
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The IpE a of

y PaTRIOT KING.

oy —

Dec. 1. 1738,

g

Bwifirg fome letters T writ to my
gd * * * 1 found in one of
fieal fiid concerning the du-
@nen owe to their country, thofe
fparticulorly who live under a free
gition of government ; with a firong
geation of thefe general do@rines to
Wefent flate of Great Britain, and to
Baradicrs of the prefent aors on this

)
A

@ no reafon to alter, none even to
thing that is there advanced.
On

18
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;20  THE IDEA OF

end of government, and which admi
this form of government as the prop
mean of arriving at it. | Now the great '
gobd of a people is their liberty + and'
the cafe here referred to, the people
judged it fo, and: provided for it accord
ingly. Libertyis to the collective bod
what bealth is to every individual
Without Aealth no pleafure can be ta 12
by man: without liberty no happin
can be enjoyed by fociety. The oblig
tion, thercfore, to defend and maints
the freedom of fuch conftitutions,
~ appear mott facred to a patriot king.
- Kings who have weak underh anding
bad hearts, and ttrong preudices, and
thefe, «s it often happens, inflamed
their paffions, and rendered incurabie
theic {clf-conceit and prefumption 3
kings are apt to imagine, and they ¢t
duc themfelves fo as to make many
their fabje&ts imagine, that the king a
the people in frec governments are £
prwers, who ftand in competition With@
apother, who have different interefis, @
muft of courfe have different views: 8

e ———

A PATRIOT RING. a2

be rzghts and privileges of the people
fo many fpo:ls taken. from the righé

.d prerogative of the crown ;-and. that

rules and laws, made for the exercifz
fecurity of the former, are fo manyy
it 011$ O their dignity, andreffraints
their power.,
A patriot king will fee all thiz in a far
=
ferent. and much trger light. The
: ' . ‘o - v
oaititution will be confidered by him as
e law, confilting of fwe 2abls, con-
ining the rule of his government, and

pe meafure of his fubjects obedience ;

as one [iffem, compoled of dforent
pzs and powers, burall duly propor-
ped to cpe another, and CO.".'i‘pfrin;; by
it harmgny- to the perfedion of the
j,le; Fre will make one, and duf oe
hnction berween s rights, and th
i R
ck iis to be
; theirsa property. He will dif-
that he can have a right to no more
B is trufted to hini bythe conflitution ¢
8 th.t his people, who had an erigin:l
t to the whole by the law of nature,
Bhave the fole indefeazible right to any

I part
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APPENDIX

I Have, in the forcgoing Chapter, {hewn that the
8. Patriarchal Scheme finks the Titles of all Pring
into Mere Poffeffion ; pretending that there can be no
Wrong, ot Ufurpation, where no other particular Per
fon can make out a jufter Tit/e to a Crown, than tha
of Poffeffion - And I bave made it evident that this
Pofjeffron can give no Right, properly {o called ; tha
is, no Righr, fufficient te juftity the Poffefor. Tha
there was a time, when the true Herrs of Noabs
Grandfons became unknown, cannot be denied. A

Of “royez)jion = ~ABQ.LDAVE MAaae ICEVIAENT tNC s |
Poffe/fron can give.no.Right, properly fo called-;-that -
is; 16 Righr~fufficient-vosjuftify-the-Poffe/for.TFha

there-was~a-time;~when—the—true-Herrs-of-Nodby—

. g4 peegdime-aniino 5-€aNMmMot—0e T U,
that time there was no one particular Perfon who
bad mere Right to Gowernmenr than ansther. And
where there is no one, who hath any more Right than
another ; there a People are equal, with refpett o
Righs, becaufe no one Perfon hath any at all. Mo
thing therefore, can be rightfully done in fuch a Srate; .
bur by their entring ( all, or part, of them,) into
Confultation, upon equal Terms. And thar Poffefion,
which by Force, or Fraud, hinder’d this, can be no
thing but Ufurpation: not indeed an Ifurpation ol a
Government which belongs, by right, to any pani-
cular Perfon: but an Ufurpation of what belongs
not to the Poffeffor, or any one slfe; and an Ufw-
parion upon the Commanity, by hindring the Exercile
of thar Right of Free Deliberation, and Confent,
which belongs to the whole Bodv. The Argument

[
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prefs : but if he publifhes what is improper, mifchievous, or

illegal, he muft take the confequence of his own temerity.
To fubjeét the prefs to the reftrictive power of a licenfer, as
was formerly done, both before and fince the revolution?, is to
fubject all freedom of fentiment to the prejudices of one man,
and make ‘him the arbitrary and infallible judge of all contro-

verted points in learning, religion, and government.

But to

punifh (as the law does at prefent) any dangerous or offenfive
writings, which, when publifhed, fhall on a fair and impartial
trial be adjudged of a pernicious tendency, is neceffary for the

prefervation of

peace and good order, of government and reli-
gion, the only folid foundations of civil liberty.

Thus the will

of individuals is ftill left free ; the abufe only of that free will
is the obje&t of legal punithment. Neither is any reftraint

hereby laid upon freedom of thought or enquiry :

private fentiment is ftill left;

liberty of
the diffeminating, or making

pubhc, of bad fentiments, deftru&ive of the ends of focietyy |

is the crime which fociety corrects.

A man (fays a fine writer®

on this fubje¢t) may be allowed to keep poifons in his clofet,
but not publicly to vend them as eonﬁals And to thxs we may |

2 The art of prntmg, fbonaﬁe;ir‘sm—'

troduétion, was looked upon (as well in
England as in other countries) as merely a
matter of ftate, and fubjeét to the coercion
of the crown. It was therefore regulated
with us by the king’s proclamations, pro-
hibitions, charters of privilege and of li-

¢ence, and finally by the decreés of the

court of ftarchamber; which limited the
number of printers, and of prefles which
each fhould employ, and prohibited new
publications unlefs previoully approved by
proper licenfers. On the demolition of this
odious jurifdiction in 1641, the long par-
liament of Charles I, after their rupture
with that prince, affumed the fame powers
as the flarchamber exercifed with refpeét to
the licenfing of books; and in 1643, 1647,
1649, and 1052, (Scobell. i. 44, 134. ii. 68,

i 850-] tﬁnt'd their n:ﬂ.lmnces for that pur-

pofe, founded prfntipaﬂy on the ftarehamber
decree of 1637. In 1662 was paffed the
ftatute 13 & 14 Car. IL. c. 33. which (with
fome few alterations) was copied from the
parliamentary ordinances, This act expired
in 1679, but was revived by fatute 1 Jac.II.
c.17. #nd continued till 169z. It was then
continued for two years longer by flatute
4 W. &M. c. 24. but, though frequent at-
tempts were made by the government to
revive it, in the fubfequent part of that
reign, (Com. Journ. 11 Feb.1694. 26 Nov,
1695. 22 O&. 1696. g Feb, 1697. 31 Jan,
1698.) yet the parliament refifted it fo
ftrongly, that it finally expired, and the
prefs became properly free, in 1694 ; and
has ever fince fo continued.

add,
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Town or BQSTON-H ' L/

R TO '.'.

COMMEMORATE ., THE Bmome TR&GEDY‘
. O.F. TH E

FIFI‘H o? MAB:C’H :?70'.,'

) T *.-1

BY
Tma: Honorasre JOHN HANCOCK;,ESQ,

TN

Veendidit hicanqo pa;wlam. dapngllmqqe potcntcm
* Impofuit : Arit leges pretio atque refisic,
Non, mihi fi lingus centom fine, oraque c.-.mum,
‘r"m-ea YOX, amick fr;llemm comprendere formas,

—— -——peffim.

TG_N‘

. Prmted by EDES am! GILL ! ‘Quank Sfu:r,
¥ M,DCC, LXX[V
o, - lr— :—-. r-:l:irm TR o B

8 (BOSTON MASSACRE) = L e
x"’Johr‘ Hancock. An Oration; Delivered March 6, 1774 ... To Commemorate the Bloody Tragedy of
the Fifth of March 1770. Boston: Edes and Gill, 174 T,

f o
410 (B% x 6%z in.; 214 x 168 mmy). Title-page within mourning rules; leaves unevenly trimmed all

around, costing some text on p. 6. Printed wrappers, half-title set between a double set of
mourning rules; browned, torn, and frayed, some sewing still present.

FirsT EDimion, In 1771 the people of Boston decided to "perpetuate the memaory of that wanton
and bloody massacre to all Generations" by holding an oration each year {British Library, The
American War of Independence, 32). While Boston was under blockade in 1774, John Hancock
exhorted his audience to take up arms against the British troops, recalling “the inhuman,
unprovoked murders of the fifth of March” and that "the Troops of Gearge the Third have
cross'd the wide atlantick, not to engage an enemy, but to assist a band of TRATORS in
Trampling on the rights and liberties of his most loyal subjects in America.”

Authorship of the oration has been variously attributed to Samuel Adams, to Benjamin Church
and Joseph Warren, and to Samuel Cooper. In his autobiography, John Adams stated that
Samuel Adams informed him in May 1776 that Benjamin Church and Dr. Joseph Warren
composed about two-thirds of the work. T.R. Adams concludes: ‘In all probability a number of
Boston radicals had a hand in the work.”

REFERENCE: Adams, American Independence 117a; Evans 13314, Sabin 30177
$8,000-12,000 T
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AN OR A TI O N, 7

anfwer) What tendernefs ! What regard, refpe&® or confideration
has Great-Britain fhewn in their late tranfadtions for the fecurity of
the perfons or properties of the inhabitants of the colonics ? or
rathcr, What have they omitted doing to deftroy that fecurity ?
They have declared that they have, ever had, and of right ought ever
to have, full power to make laws of fufficient validity to bind the
colonies in all cafes whatever : They have exercifed this pretended
right by impofing a tax upon s without our confent ; and left we
fhould fhew fome reludance at parting with our property, her fleets
and armies are fent to inforce their mad pretenfions. The town
of Bofton, ever faithful to the Britith Crown, has been invefted by
a Britith flect: The troops of George the Third have crofs'd the
wide atlantick, not to engage an enemy, but to aflit a band of
TrArTORs in trampling on the rights and libertics of his moft
loyal fubje@s in America,—thole rights and liberties which as a
father he ought ever to regard, and as a King ne is bound in ho-
nour to defend from violations, even at the rifque of his own lilk.

LeT not the hiftory of the illuftrious houf: of Brunfwick infurm

}
|

pofterity, that a King defeended from that glorious morarchGeorge

the fecond, once fent his Britith {ubje®ts to conqucr and enflave Lis
fubjedts in America ; but be perpetual infamy entail'd upon that
villain who darcd to advilc his Mafter 1o fuch excerable meifures ;
for it was cafy to forefee the evnfequences which fo naturally ful-
Irwed upon fending troops into America, to enforce obedicace to
als of the Dritith parliament, which ndither God nor man over
enpowerdd them to make,  Ir was reafonable to expeé that troops

w 1\(‘\
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late Non-Importation Agrecment : But that
Agreement being diffolved before they were ready for
the Prefs, it was then judged unfeajonable to publifh
them.  Many will, perhaps, be furprifed to fee the
Legiflative Autherity of the B.i fh Parliamen
over the Colonies denjed in every inftance. Thofe
the writer informs, that, when be bevan this picce,
be would probably bave been furprifed af fuch an
opinion himfelf 5 for, that it was the refult, and
Gtions. e entered
on ,._.\. bei
able to trace fome conflitutional Line between thofe
rafes, in which we ought, and thefe in which <we
wer of Pari
ver us.  In the profecution of bis cnguir.
became fully convinced, that fuch a Line does not
exifty and that theve can be n
acknowledging end denying that p
cafes. Which of thefe two alternatit :
[fiftent with Low, with the principles of Libzrty,
and swith 'the bappinefs of the Colonies, lot the

A 2 public

aot the occalion, of bis difquy

ought nrt, to acknowledge the p
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Wils on

( iv )
public determine.  To them the wriser Jubmits bis
\.&53&3.: with that refpeliful deference to their
Judgment, which, in all queftions affeiling them,
every indiviaual fbould pay.
AuvGusT 2y, 1774
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CONSIDERATIONS, &c.

O queftion can be more important to Great-Britain,
and to the Colonies, than this——Doees the legiflative
autbority of the Britifh Parliament extend over them ?

O the refolution of this quellion, and on the mealures
which a refolution of it will dire&t, will depend, whether
the Parent Country, like a happy Mother, fhall behold her
Children flourifhing around her, and receive the moll grate-
ful returns for her prote&tion and love; or whetlier, like a ftep-
dame, rendered miferable by her own unkind conduft, the
fhall fee their affeftions alienated, and herfelf deprived of
thofe advanges, which a milder treatment would have enfured
to her,

Tue Brafh nation are generous : They love to enjoy
freedom : They love to hehold it: Slavery is their greateft
abhorrence : Isit poffible then, that they would with them-
felves the anthors of it ? No. Oppreffion is not a plant of
the Britifh foil ; and the late fevere proceedings againft the
Colonies muft have arifen from the deteflable {chemes of in-
terefted Minifters, who have mifinformed and mifled the peo-
ple. A regard for that nation, from whom we have fprung,
and from whom we boaft to have derived the fpirit, which
prompts us to oppofe their unfriendly meafures, mult lead us
to put this conftrution on what we have lately feen and ex-
perienced. When therefore, they fhall know and confider
the juftice of our claim —that we infift only upon being treat-
ed as Freemen, and as the Defcendants of thofe Britith an-

ceitars,
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’ ; - Though you thould fend out this angel of peace, yet you are fend-

’ ing out a deftroying angel too; and what would be the effe&t of

the conflift of thefe two adverfe fpirits, or which would predomi-

nate in the end, i1s what 1 dare not fay: whether the lenient
meafures would canfe American paffion to fubfide, or the fevere
would increafe its fury—All this is in the hand of Providence ; yet

‘ now, even now, I fhould confide in the prevailiug virtue, and

_ - etbicacious operation of lenity, though working in darkpefs, and in

;’_ . chaos, in the midft of all this unvatural and turbid combination.
I

-y

I thould hope it might produce order and beauty in the end.

,; Let us, Sir, embrace fome fyftem or other before we end this
{eflion. Do you mean to tax America, and to draw a produltive
revenue from.thence ? If you do, fpeak out: name, fix, afcertain

\
i g this revenue; fettle its quantity ; definesits objects ; provide for its
i

4 colle&tion ; and then fight when you have fomething to fight for.
If you murder—rob! If you kill, take pofleffion ; and de not appear
in the chara&er of madmen, as well as aflaflins, violent, vindiftive,
bloody, and tyran ‘]cal, without an obje&. But may better countels
guide you!

Again, and again, revert to your old principles—feck peace and

enfure it—Ileave America, if the has taxable matter in her, to tax

Vherfelf. 1 am not here going intd the: diftinTtions of rights, nor
Attempting to.mark their boundaries, I do not enter into thefe me- .

! -taphyfical diftin&ions; I hate the very found of them. Leave

the Americans as they antiently ftood, and thefe diftinétions, born

of our unhappy conteft, will die along with it. They, and we, and

their and our anceftors, have been happy under that fyftem. Letthe

memory of all a&ions, in contradiftion to that good old -mode, on

both fides, be extinguifhed for ever, Be content to bind America

by laws of trade; you have always done it. Let this be your

| reafon for binding their trade. Do not burthen them by taxes;

you were not ufed to do fo from the beginning. Let this be

your reafon for not taxing. Thefe are the arguments of ftates and

kingdoms. Leave the reft to the {chools ; for there only they may

be difcufled with fafety. But if, intemperately, unwifely, fatally,

you fophifticate and poifon the very fource of government, by

urging

e e e e e,

; A e
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urging fubtle dedudtions, and confequences odious to thofe you
~govern, from the unlimited and illimitable nature of fupreme -fove-
reignty, you will teach them by thefe means to call that fovereignty
itfelf in queftion. When you drive him hard, the boar will
furely turn upon the hunters. If thut fovercignty and their freedom
cannot be reconciled, which will they take { they will caft your fove-
reignty in your face. No body will be argued into flavery. Sir,
let the gentlemen on the other fide call forth all their ability; let
the beft of them get up, and tell me, what one charater of
v hiberty the Americans have, and what one brand of flavery they \
.are frec from, if they are bound in their property and in-
‘duftry, by all the reftraints yoU can Tmagine on commerce, and at \
the fame time are made pack-horfes of every tax you choofe to im-
{e, without the leaft thare in granfiiig them? When they bear \
%burfﬁens of un{imited monopoly, will you bring them to bear |
the burthens of unlimited revenue too ! The Englithman in America
will feel that this flavery—that it is /Zegal {lavery, will be no
@ , either to his feclings or his underftanding,

Lord %, who fpoke fc ame ago, is full of the fire of in-
peniuous youth ; and when he has mddeled the ideas of a lively ima-
gination by further experience, he will be an ornament to his
country in either houfe. He has faid, that the Americans are our
children; and how can they revolt againft their parent? He
fays, that if they are not free in their prefent ftate, England is not
free; becaufe Manchefter, and other confiderable places, are not
reprefented. So then, becaufe fome towns in England are not re-
prefented, America is to have no reprefentative at all. They are
¢ our children ;”* but when children atk for bread, we are not to
give a ftone. Is it becaufe the natural refiftance of things, and the
various mutations of time, hinders our government, or any {cheme
of government, from being any more than a fort of approximation
to the right, is it therefore that the Colonies are to recede from it
infinitely ? When this child of ours wifhes to affimilate to its parent,
and to refle& with a true filial refemblance the beauteous counte-
nance of Britith liberty; are we to turn to them the fhamefu]
parts of our conftitution? are we to give them our weakne(s for

* Lord Carmarthen,

B L R L B T TR TR T e —

RIS LB T

1T

theiy

T —— W —



ohen L
Senbu

74










bcﬁon. 1854
A History of Caricature and Gro
INustrations by F. Wi
London, 186

YLK DOWUR L,

7 vols. 16° cloth (stamp on titles).

1735 WrieHT, Thomas.

F % o o 2
tesque in Literature and Art.

Small 4° half red morocco.

Subject to the General Assembli
al Assembly to inspect, reg
on of Yale College).

New Haven, 178
An Account of Journe

(the right of the
ulate and reform the corporatl

7 Yancze Valley and Beyond. A :
in China, chiefly in the Province of
among the Man-Tze of the Somo Te

bella Bird Bishop. With map and 116 illustratiod

R

e ) T i

VINDICATION

*,

O F A e

MEASURES of the CONGRESS, &e.

-

i

RIENDS and COUNTRYMEN, '

, an
Isg

men, who compofed it; the number, and dignity of
their conftituents, or the impertant ends for which they were
appointed. But, however improbable fuch a depree of pres
fumption might have feemed, we find thereare fome, in whom
it exifts, Attempts are daily making to diminifh the influence
of their decifions, and prevent the falutary cfefls, intended by
them.—T'he impotence of fuch infidious efforts is evident from
the general indignation they are treated with ; fo that no mate-
rial ill-confequences can be dreaded from them. But left they \
fhould have a tendency tomiflead, and prejudice the minds of |

a few; it cannot be déemed altogether ufeles to! .wn@

_
,__

notice upon them,

| e

-And firlt, let-me-afk thefe reftlefs fpirits, whence arifes that
violent antipathy they feem ta entertain, not only to the natu-
ral rights of mankind ; but to common fenfe and common mo-
defty. That they are nﬁaamnab to the natural rights of mankind

2 is
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y the! Journal of the proceedings; of the ho-
ua : the b%&nﬂn»s_u Continental Congrefs, held at
a, September fifth. 177 Being that part
eir Addrefs to the ma_unv:wah of .rn_._wwosnnm m“_.m
ebec, which enumerates, the glotious ricHTs of
. un_:.rnﬂ.w. and Englifh fubjeéts:

Among which are included,
THE LIBERTY OF THE PRESS.

‘Phe Committee, to n&aﬂ .ru Addrefs to the Inkabitants

- of Quebec was reco Kﬂo_.n&. a draught, which
was read, Paragraphs and amen-

m«%«l& m.:. Tlows .
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zu&& g, 5§
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x GENERAL PRLEFACE.

Fvery body has oblerved, that, on political fub-
jelts, the opinions of nen are peculi

y vague,
unlettled, and contradi¢tory, becaufe all men
will, and in a fice country, ought to judge of
politics.  There are indeed many particalars to
be artended to, various views of c__::m; to be
taken, and many comparifons to be made, in
order to form jult and fteady principles of poli-
tics. And thefe employments of the mind
z_:::.Mnm, lcilure, thought, and labour, 1t is not
to be wondered, that few ever come to deferve,
in a general and exten{live manner, the charaéter
of found politicians ; theugh it is certain that
every man of common fenle may, if unbiafled,
very clearly fee whereln his country’s great in-
tereft confilt:.

T 'he fame obfervation may be made on politics
as one of the fathers has made on holy Scripture
The lamb may wade in them, and the elephant
i,

¢« The fcience of politics’ [extenfively confiders

ed] ¢is as much fuperior to

8. Pierre, ¢ as the whole is luperior to a part. For

¢ it comprehends all human knowledge, and, to
¢« be a good politician, a man muft hiave a eene.
¢ ral knowledee of all arts | fUiences < On

the other hand, 1t 1s oblerved |

s [in the common and conf:

won fenfe applicd to natic

s & Fierrey, Quvh. PaLer. vio 1.

GENERAL PREFACE, X1

things are right in theory, for inftance,
In practice, and contrariwife. Heredi-
peflion to regal power applied to the teft
appears, a priori, confummately ab-
_ eletive monarchy, 1if we judge of it
..«.. effects in Poland, is an inexhauftible
.._. ol milchiel o a country.  Some mea-
we in mﬁ:.:_ flutary 3 burt purfued at
times, would ruinall. In &E:m:m?wz.m
the fuperiority of genius in fatefimen.
are no fuch mighty talents neceffary
ment as fome, who pretend to them,
poflefling them, would make us be-
pnelt affections, and common qualifi-
pare fufficient, and the adminiftration
been beft cxecuted, and the public
b preferved, near the origin and
lain fenfe, and common
wermed public affairs, and the
were not corrupted by riches
% hor their underftanding perverted
Ieties and diftinctions.  Grear abilities
gnerally, if not always, been employed
gid the honelt unwary muldtude, and
athemn out of the plain paths of public
s and public good *.
W cotiery which pretends to be free, and
& confequently, the people ought to have
i In the government, it is peeuliarly necef-
i fary

T S ——— e e L S

¥

B Cato’s Levr. 1, 173,
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fary that the people be poflefled of jult notions
of the intereft of their country, and be qualified
to diftinguifh between thofe who are faithful to
them, and thofe who betray them. _

It muft, 1 think, fill every generous mind
with indignation, to fee our good-natured coun-
trymen abufed over and over, from generation
to generation, by the fame ftale dog-tricks
repeatedly played upon them, by a fuccef-
fion of pretended patriots, who, by thefe means,
have fcrewed out their predeceffors, and wormed
themfelves into their places. To teach the
people a fet of folid political principles, the
knowledge of which may make them proof
againft fuch grofs abule, is one great object of

this publication. .
not look with an eye of
fevere and unremitting jealoufy, after their own
great and weighty concerns, in whofe hands muft
they leave them ? The anfwer is, In thofe of a
miniftry. And what hope is there, that in fuch
hands they will be fafe? In thefe colletions,
under the article Ministers, it will too plainly
appear, from hiftory, that minifters have gene-
rally been a fer of ambitious, or avaritious
grandees, who have, by all the worlt kinds of
arts, thruft themfelves into power, in order to
raifc (as they call it) themfclves and their fami-
lies, and to fill their pockets. Entering into
public ftations with fuch views, it is to be fuppofed,
that they would form to themfelves an intereft

totally

NERAL PREFACE.  xii

rate and diametrically contrary to
® p ople, and that 1_@ would debauch
ao:::c_z to join them againft their

. is it not then neceffary, that
I be qualified, and difpofed to
r own interells, and fecure
fo formidable a fet of internal

£5

i be faid to know things well, who
them in their beginnings,” fays

goﬂ what is right, and what
.n alfairs,” fays Sz, Amand °.
woom;n. but our ftatefmen and
from the following collections
d meet with hints, which, if
s may lead them to meafures of
b Kind, than that feries of poor
s, by which they have
3 patch up matters, and
the machine of government from
B about them, while the &.m&n:n%
fition (as will too clearly appear in
8 annihilated,

It politicians have always been the
i of information.  The great Colbers
eClare, that he thought r: time well
fing an hundred propofals for ad-
wealth, the commerce, and the

glory

v Bna. b Pref. to Hist. Pary,
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L 1o

in order to procure their difmiffion, entered into a
greaty with him, it was ftipulated that the faid in-
habirants ‘having depofited their arms with their
own magiftrates, fhould bhave liberty to depart,
taking with them their other effe@s. They ac-
cordingly delivered up their arms, but in open
violation of honer, in defiance of the obligation of
treaties, which even favage nations efteemn facred,
the Governor ordered the arms depofited as afore-
faid, that they might be prefecved for their own-
ers, to be feized by a body of loldiers; detained
the greateft part of the inhabitants in the town,
and compelled the few who were permitted to re-
tire, to leare their moft valuable effects behind.

By this perfidy, wives are feperated from their
hutbands, children from their parents, the aged
and the fick from their relations and friends, who
with to atrend and comfort them ; and thofe who
have been ufed to live in plenty, and even ele-
gance, are reduced to deplorable diftrefs.

Tut General further emulating his minifterial
malters, by a proclamation bearing date on the
12th duy of June, after venting the groffe(t falle-
hoods and calumuies againit the geod people of
thefe colonices, proceeds to ¢ declare thgm all ei-
t¢ ther by name or defeription to be rebels and
#¢ traitors, to fuperfede the courle of the common
¢t law, and inftead thereot to publifh and order
¢ the ufe and exercife of the law martial.”---His
troops have butchered our countrymen; have
wantonly burnt Charles-Town, befides a confi-
perable pumber of houfes in other places; our

fbips

\

[ a1 ]

fhips and veffels are feized ; the necefary fupplies
of provifions are intercepted, and he is exerting

his utmoft power to fpread deftruction and devaftas

tion around him. "

W have received certain intelligence, that Ge-
neral Carleton, thé Governor of Canada, is infti-
gating the people of that province and the Indi-
ans to fall upon us; and we have but too much
reafon to apprehend, that ichemes have been form-
ed to excite domeftic enemies againft us. 1n brief
a part of thefe colonies now feels, and all of them
are fure of feeling, as far as the vengeance of ad-
miniftration can infli¢t them, the compli a-
lamuties of fire, {word and famine.-- re
duced to the alternative of chuling an unconditi-
onal fubmifiion to the tyranny of irritated min-
ters, or refiftance by force---The larter is our
choice.~--We haver counted the coft of this con-
teft, and find nothing fo dreadful as voluntary
flavery.---Honor, juftice, and humanity forbid us
tamely to furrender that freedom which . we recei-
ved from our gallant anceftors, and which our in-
nocent pofterity have a right to receive from us,
‘We cannot endure the infamy and guiltof refign-
ing fucceeding generations to that wretchednefs
which inevitably awaits them, if we bafely entail
hereditary bondage vpon them.

Ovur caufe is juft. Our union is perfet. Our
jnternal refources are grear, and if neceffary,
foreign afliftance is undoubgedly attainable.---We
gratefully acknowledge, as fignal inftances of the
Divine favour towards us, that his Providence
R would




A
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swould not permitus to be called into this fevere
gontroverfy, wnul we were grown up to our pre-
fent itrength, had been previouflly exercifed in war-
like operations, and pefleficd of the means of
defending ourfelves.--- With hearts fortified with
thefe animating refiections, we moft folemnly,
before Gop and the world declare, that, exerting
the utmoft energy of thofe pewers, which cur
beneficient Creator hath gracioufly beftowed upon
us, thc arms we have been compelled by our ene-
mies to affume, we will, in defiance of every
hazard,” with unabating firmnefs and perleverance,
employ for the' prefervation of our libérties, be-
ing with one mind refolved, to dye Free-men ra-
ther than to live Slaves.

Lzst this declaration thould difquiet the minds
-of our friends and fellow fubjeéts in any part of
the empire, we affure them, tlat we mean not to
diffolve that Union which has fo long and lo hap-
pily fubfifted between us, and which we fincercly
wifh to fee reftored,---Neceffity has not yet driven
us into thar defperate meafure, or induced us to
excite any oihier nation to war againft them.-.-We
have not raifed armies with ambitious defigns of
feparating from Great-Britain, and eftablithing
independant ftates.---We fight not for glory er for
conqueft, We exhibit to mankind the remarka-
ble fpectacle of a people atracked by unprovoked
enemies, without any imputation, or even fulpi»
cion, of offence. They boaft of their privileges
and civilization, and yet proffer no milder condi-
tions than fervitude or death,--- .

o ny
&

[ 13 ]

in our own native land, in defence of the free-
dom that is our birthright, and which we ever
enjoyed t1il the late violation E. it---for the pro-
tect:on of our property, acquired folely by the
honeft induflry of Gur fore-futiicrs and ourfelves,
avainft vialence aflually oficred, we have taken up
mﬂ:..:f).., (hail lay them dewn when hellilities fhall
ceafe on the part of r.____. aggreflors, and ail danger

of their being renewed fhall be removed, and not
before.

‘Witu an humble confidence in the mercies of
the fupreme and impariial Judge and Ruler of the
univerfe, we moft devoutly implore his- divine
goodnefs to condeit us :ﬂ,%:m._x through this great
confli&, to difpoie our adveniarics to reconciliation
on reafonable terms, and thereby to relieve the
empire from the calamities of civil war,

Py Order of Conerrss,
JOHN HANCOCK, Presioinr,

Attefied,
CHARLES THOMSON, Secrerary,

PHILADELPHIA, w

JuLy 6th, 1775.
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>f can never be begged as alms, by an impoverifhed and defeated
at violence.
ud
ts A further obje&ion to force is, that you impair the object by
fe your very endeavours to preferve it. The thing you fought for, is
e not the thing which you recover; but depreciated, funk, wafted,, {
s, and confumed in the conteft. Nothing lefs will content me, than -
le whole America. 1 do not choofe to confume its ftrength along with
1= our own; becaufe in all parts it is the Britith firength that I con-
I fume. I do not choofe to be caught by a foreign enemy at the end
of this exhaufting confli¢t; and ftill lefs in the midft of it. I may
efcape; but I can make no infurance againft fuch an event. Letme
is add, that I do not choofe wholly to break the American {pirit, be-
n caufe 1t is the {pirit that has made the country.
&
e Laftly, we have no fort of experience in favour of force as an in-
e ftrament in the rule of our Colonies. Their growth and their
5. utility has been owing to methods altogether different. Our ancient
e indulgence has been faid to be purfued to a fault. It may be fo.
v But we know, if feeling is evidence, that our fault was more
4 tolerable than our attempt to mend it; and our fin far more falutary
in than our penitence.
e
(o Thefe, Sir, are my reafons for not entertaining that high opinion
Ya of untried force, by which many Gentlemen, for whole fentiments
: in other particulars 1 have great refpe@, feem to be fo greatly
captivated. But there is ftill behind a third confideration concern-
is g this objedt, which ferves to determine my opinion on the fort '
o of policy which ought to be purfued in the management of Ame-
d, rica, even more than its Population and its Commerce, I mean
its Temper and Character.
16 In this Chara&er of the Americans, a love of Freedom is the
ot predominating feature, which marks and diftinguifhes the whole :
ce and as an ardent is always a jealous affeftion, your Colonies be-
T. come fufpicious, reftive, and untrattable, whenever they fee the
> Jeaft attempt to wreft from them by force, or fhuffie from them !
in by chicane, what they think the only advantage worth living for.

This !
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This fierce fpirit of Liberty is ftronger in the Englith Colonies pro-
bably than in any other people of the earth; and this from a great
variety of powerful caufes; which, to underftand the true temper
of their minds, and the dire@ion which this {pirit takes, it will
not be amifs to lay open fomewhat more largely.

Firft, the people of the Colonies are defcendents of Englithmen.
Eungland, Sir, is a nation, which ftill I hope refpe&s, and
formerly adored her freedom. The Colonifts emigrated from you,
when this part of your chara&er was moft predominant; and they
took this biafs and dire&ion the moment they parted from your
hands. They are therefore not only devoted to Liberty, but to
Liberty according to Englith ideas, and on Englifth principles.
Abftra& Liberty, like other mere abftractions, is not to be found.
Liberty inheres in fome fenfible object; and every nation has formed
to itfelf fome favourite point, which by way of eminence be¢omes
the criterion of their happinefs. It happened, you know, Sir, that
the great contefts for freedom in this country were from the earlieft
times chiefly upon the queftion of Taxing. Moft of the contefts
in the ancient commonwealths,turned primarily on the right of
eleCion of magiftrates; or on the balance among the feveral orders of
the ftate. The queftion of money was not with them fo immediate.
But in England it was otherwife. On this point of Taxes the
ableft pens, and moft eloquent tongues have been exercifed ;
the greateft {pirits have a&ted and fuffered. In order to give the
fulleft fatisfa&ion concerning the importance of this point, it was
not only neceflary for thofe who in argument defended the excellence
of the Englifh conftitution, to infift on this privilege of granting
money as a dry point of fa&, and to prove, that the right had
been acknowledged in ancient parchments, and blind ufages, to
refide in a certain body called an Houfe of Commons. They went
much further; they attempted to prove, and they fucceeded, that
in theory it ought to be fo, from the particular nature of a Houfe
of Commons, as an immediate reprefentative of the people ; ‘whether
the old records had delivered this oracle or not. They took infinite
pains to inculcate, as a fundamental principle, that, in all monar-
.chies, the peoplé muft in effet themfelves mediately or imme-
diately poflefs the power of granting their own money, or no
fhadow of liberty could fubfift. The Colonies draw from you as

5 with
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with their life-blood, thefe ideas and principles. Their love of

es pro- : liberty, as with you, fixed and attached on this fpecific point of
a great : taxing.  Liberty might be fafe, or might be endangered in
temper : twenty other particulars, without their being much pleafed or
it will : alarmed. Here they felt its pulfe; and as théy found that beat,

they thought themfelves fick or found. I do not fay whether they
were right or wrong in applying your general arguments to their

(hmen. own cafe. It is not eafy indeed to make a monopoly of theorems

5, and and corollaries. The faét is, that they did thus apply thofe ge-

n you, neral arguments; and your mode of governing them, whether

d they through lenity or indolence, through wifdom or miftake, con-

1 your : firmed them in the imagination, that they, as well as you, had

but to l 3 an intereft in thefe common principles.

iciples. ' o

found. | ' They were further confirmed in this pleafi

ormed of their provincial legiflative aflemblies. Their governments

:comes are popular in an high degree ; fome are merely popular; in all,

r, that the popular reprefentative is the moft weighty ; and this fhare of

:arlieft the people in their ordinary government never fails to infpire them

onteits , with lofty fentiments, and with a ftrong averfion from whatever

ght of tends to deprive them of their chief importance.

ders of .

ediate. - If any thing were wanting to this neceﬁ‘ary operation of the

€s the form of gavernment, Rc;;emn would have gwen it a complete _

cifed ; effet.  Religion, always a prmc;ple of energy, in this new people

ve the is no way worn out or impaired; and their mode of profefling 1t is

it was : alfo one main caufe of this free {pirit. The people are proteftants;

llence and of that kind, which is the moft adverfe to all implicit {ub-

anting miflion of mind and opinion. This is a perfuafion not only fa- ,

1t had . vourable to liberty, but built upon it. I do not think, Sir, that the ;

ies, to reafon of this averfenefs in the diffenting churches from all that

rwent : looks like abfolute Government is fo much to be fought in their re- :

l, that ligious tencts, as in their hiftory. Every one knows, that the ‘

Houfe _ Roman Catholick religion 1s at leaft coeval with moft of the ;

hether governments where it prevails; that it has generally gone hand }

nhnite in hand with them; and received great favour and every kind T

ponar= of fupport from authority. The Church of England too was :

G § ' formed from her cradle under the nurling care of regular go- ’

ar ho: vernment. But the diffenting interefts have fprung up 1n dire& |

‘ol ad: D oppofition ‘
with ' }

TPET T
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UR Colonies in NorTa AmEerica appear

to be now determined to do and fuffer

every thing, under the perfuafion, that
GreaT BriTain is actempting to rob them of that
Liberty to which every member of fociety, and
all civil communities, have a natural and unali-
enable right. The queftion, therefore, whether
this is a feafonable perfuafion, is highly intereft-
ing, and deferves the moft carelul attention of
every Englifiman who values Liberty, and withes
to avoid ftaining himfelf with the guilt of invad-
ing it.  Butir is impeflible to judge properly of
this queltion without corre¢t ideas of Liberty i
general y and of the nature, limits, and principles
of Civil Liberty in particular. 1€ fo Qﬂm&

obfcrvations on this 1o pear to me im-
portant, as well as juft; and I cannot make
myfelf eafy without offgring them to the pub-
lic at the prefent peried; big with events of the
laft confequence to this kingdom, 1 do this,
with reluétance and pain, urged by ftrong feel-

B Ings,

!
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2 m\ | — \ﬂoli.“._.ian.j _. | apglallindependent, and nearly upon
| The Liberty of merics might have preferved oufy : pguence of which, joined to a

\, Liberty ; and, under the dire@ion of .

W. a patriot E:r.._ pxtant
lﬂ | or Wife minifter, proved the means of reftoring 4! ! ‘withour difficulty, ,":i the :4.:1.
O ____ Us our almoft loft conftitution, Perhaps, in time} gly are fo inconliderable, that
ﬁW) | Wemightalfo have beep brought to fee the feldom known among them.
\ fity of carefully watching and reftricting our papers : ...._n fey an CAcotiragement cm, .*__cﬂ_mu.
___ credit: And thus we might have regained fafery 33 b, that in Jome J: ﬁ.:.r.. r“o__ ‘.
| and, in union with ogr Colonies, have been mora 6 their own number o EFCM.T:EM
| than a match for cvery enemy, and rifen to a ff B dightecn years; and inall, Ewmzﬂ o
tuation of honour ang dignity never before known y In twenty-five yesre: ..{”_3 .,w:.
amongft mankind.— By [ 2 forgetting my- I belicve, never before .r:os:. ”
felf——OQur Colonjes are likely to be loft for L.,..,..Enw muft live at their eafe ; anc
ever.  Their love is turned into hatred ; and |
their refpe@t for our gever

country, the means of lubfift-

necef. |

nment inro refentment |

and abhorrence.—— We Thall {ee more diftinctly § e . o ool
: what a mm_mﬂm@.ﬂ.ﬂmrmu and the obfervations ] have an ¢ .m..m Colonies has H:Q.ﬁ.u.”
flow made will be confirmed, by attending to the | mneh fafler, on account of the
following facs, nsradudtion of luxury among ::A:.E.I.
. . T g reato Penfylvania were 16,000 1.
Our American Calonies, particularly the Nog. | PPRAERO 5,295 l.——In 1757 they
thern ones, haye been for fome time in the very B8y were 75,295
[ happieft fate om..h.cn_c@.. or, in that middle ftate of nta that of Freemex.——It is not the faule
i civilization, between jts frflt rude and its Jaft refins ,pr“._._..nﬂnh___ﬂ”.é have among them fo many of thefe
ed and corrupt ftate, (] countrics confift, geng- | 3 ._oﬁr. They have made laws to ?a,: L }W“H
rally, of three claffes of people ; a GeNTRY; 3 of them ¢ but thefe laws ,_::e u_?.q_. :,M,_._f_”w .
Yeomang v and a Peasantry., The Colonies o them here, becaule of their tendency to hurt o
conlilt only of 2 body of Yeosmanry (a) fupported

“ ; 'sBay there has not been
by ¥ i thic Provinee of Mafachufett’s Bay there has ’

W
j () Exceptin g the Negroes in the Southern Colonies, ..q.:o

P W A ﬁ_nm more than one exccution thele 18 years,
bab n : !
t0bably will now either foon become extinét

were

. hﬁ. h*
» or have thejr .
condition



ON, with feveral Additions in the Body of

which is added an APPENDIX ; together
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T HE

AMERICAN CRISIS,

Numxser L

| SENSE.

5 ) et .l T WS b&—q
i T e, . :

S /’;i'\—HESt 'ﬂ-*e- e times that try mett's raulsﬁ Tq

fmmmer foli'ter and the funflioe patriot will,, in thix|
crifis, thrink frofn the fervice of his county ; but he |
that flands it sow, deferves the love and thauks of |
i wan and woman, Tyranny, like hell, is not eafiy con. ]\
]
\

‘guered ; yet we haeve this confolation with us, that the harder
tise confii®, the wore gloricn: the tiiwrmmph, What we ob-
i“}” chesp, w tog Jightly ¢ *Tis dearucfs only 1hat

koows how 10 {et a

avid i

Rranpe indeed,
om thouic n ighly rated.
e her Tyre a8 declared,
1 . fp rax) bur s io Ernd s in all
“paferwha > i miﬂ?_i hur::;in-rﬁﬂ manner is por fla=
very, then is there hot fuch a wiing as flavery spou eardh,
Even the expieffi n is impious, for o nplimitied & power cam
belong only to Gob. 3
> % Whe her 1be Indepeadence of the Continent wes declared
. goo foon, or deluy d 1oa Jong, 1 will net now caoref intoan ,»j-_'_'---'
_~argament ; my own fimple opinfon is, that had it been eight
qoltlis £arlier, i would havebeen much betier, Wed
10p ‘ruﬁ: of laft winer, neitlier could we, ‘whi

adant ftate, However, the faaly, ifit we

be
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celebrated Calvin to their alliftance. = éame;
and, by their gradtude, have they embalmed his
memory. :
we freemen inhabiting the ‘territoty of the
Maflachufetts- Bay are pow, forming a pelitical fo-
ciety for themfelves, Perhaps their fituation s
more favorable in fome refpeéts, for erefling a free . P
government, than any other people were ‘ever fd- iy
vored with, * That attachment to old forms, which .
viually embarralfes, ha not place among them.
They have the hiftory and eperience of all Stares
before them, - Mankind have been toiling through
ages for their informationy and the philofophers
and Jearned men of antiquity have trimmed theig

midnight Jamps, to tranfoit to them inftru&ion: -

e ML 1S .ﬂx?np.._hcg. nor the,
theckly acquainted with all the
w.&._m,rv.pm mankind ; pof-
th, that all men are born |
0 Man ought to lurrender
) T hits, -withour waﬂa.nicw.._.
0t A binfluenced by ]

. and jaffice,
Cagaiaft the in-|
als or clafs of
ler of the hillories!
P are now. exift- 4

; g, and all thole wiy red in antiquity,. o ATl A B ey ae b Rt o s A
and thereby able to.c blend their refycc. Ve liveal in an age, when the Tinciics o Y,
g tive excellencies, unm,ﬁe id thole defects which ex- “ﬁa R ot S mﬁ : &nﬁu
/ perience hath pointed wut . Rofleas, a learned fo- : 3tfes Jiffey S e R T Ieed. Y ¢
yignes, 4 citizcn of Genevs, fentible of the im- 8 fome difficulics we have to eacovnter.  Not con.
SoreaReE End &4 Qlip of the Tubjedt thought 4 tent with removing aur attachment to the old go- f
s i Sotung oy ofpes ple; to ok o 3 frée vernment, ﬁn}uﬁm._.im.w_me.o .naimwm,nnn a prejudice
and equal conftiution for themfelves, in which, e mm.p_nm..ﬂnan part of if wit U Toundariph, _.....H.,..r.m._.
wery individual hooldhave ¢qual juftice. dope him. | idea of Hibefry dmm been beld wp in fo dazzling .
/ N A g BT S : ¥ lours, that fame cf os may not be willing to -
: “and be Hﬂzﬁaﬁ&.ﬁ&@ a thare of pewer in the COMIBTY, TN TG AR ¥ oy it ,w " > ;
ﬁ& te, al 10 what fhould be cnjoyed by any o- fubmit 10 that _.:Dnﬂn._:.mn_..ﬁﬁ neceliary in the freefd ;
{ther, “Fach individual, tzid he &E_.nq:m s, States. Perhaps we may fay forther, thar we da
.q“\. gmﬁ»ﬂaﬂz&_ his own :&Emﬂ_&m.anm._?m :w ac- | not conflider ourfclves anifed as brotlers, with an s

nited intereft, but have fancied a clafhingof in

-

e guie a contioul aver thofc of others:  Fraud, cir-

: R o791 1 0 g g A brgiilc among(t the variobg clafics of men, and ha
{ bigr b jwaaa»akﬁa m__b._cs. n.;.u u#cm F:& daf- ﬁ_nna a thirfl of pewer, and a with of
| fes of 5L .....&%3?.?»3 withianiattention to the n* 53 fiode of Hba T
. righis of pofterivyy will prevail cyver the printiples Wagnoy 1 ome of SaE commtioity, SYEere

|, of equity, juflice end 1good .
w vans, ‘perhaps the mofl vircn
| exifting, thought Jike R

_ tending for freedoft ~—-Let us all he eguall
P __ww....wz_w:ﬂ :m”ww —It ipoible, and icis jolt. Qur intercls &
: : candidly conlidered are ane, Lot us have

{l

Ricuon faended, nox ugon iy of gre

| e

{ 5

S k- 2 ci iqln&_f:? WY
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. * to marcow—but for muoﬁn._..m.nm_n _
Hmwma& verpetaa be 's motro, If it is founded in.
g0od policy 5 it will be founded in juftice and ho- |
nefly, Lec all ambitious and interefted views be
dilcarded, and let regard be had only to the good *
%, whole, in which' the fituation and rights of -
ofterity mult be conlidered : and let equal juflice
be done to all the meémbers of the community;
and we thereby imitate our common father, who, |
at'our births, difperfed his favors, not only with a, __

liberal, but with an equal hand. i

not one rwy_.u :

. _shu..‘w\ ik 4, ﬁ:rn nwa.n form of moqu:._._..

aﬂa v.no% of the Maffachufetrs-Bay ?
we confefs it would be a queftion of infinite im-
portance : and - he man &w_o could truly anfwer

it, would merit a ftatue of gold to his memory,.
and his fame would be recorded in the annals of °
late poflerity, wich uarivalled lufire. The que-
ftion however muft be: anfwered, and let it have
the bett adfwer we can poflibly give it. Was a -
man to mention a &”%vbnn overnment, his life
would be a juft forfeit to the refentments of an
affronted peoplr, - Was he to hint monarchy, he -
would defervedly be hifled off the ftage, and con-
figaed to infamy. - A republican form is the only
ne confonant to the feclings of the generous and
brave Americans, Let as now attend to thofe
principles, upon which all republican governments,
who boaft any degree of palitical liberty, are foun-
» ded, and wiuch muft enter jinto the Ws.__...; of a FREE
republican a&:EE_moP For all republics are not
Freg. . o

hts they _.

ALL menare born ﬁcu:wzwq.# : the 1%
he fame

pofl.(s at their births are equal, and of 't

t 3 ]

kindw Some qf /thole. rights are alienable,” and
Sw%w.w parted, with for an equivalent, Others are
ugalieazble and inberent, and of thatimportance,
that no equivaleat can be received in exchange.
Sometimes we ;(hall mention the furrendering of
a power to congroul our najural rights, which per-
haps is fpeaking with more precilion, than whea
we ufe the expreflion of parting with natural :.wh:u_
~bug the fame thing is intended. = Thofe rights
which are unalienable, and of thac impartance,
are called the rights of ncﬂmﬁ.ana. _ We have du-
ties, for the difcharge of which we are accountable
to our Creator and benefaétar, which no human
vaio_a can cancel, What n_rop.a. duties are, is ma.-‘.
terminable by right reafon, which may be, and-is:
culled, a well informed confcience. What this.con-
fcience &.ﬁ“ es as our duty, is fo; and that pow-

er which affumes a controul over ir, is an ufurper ;

for np confent can be pleaded to juftify the con-

troul, as any confent in this cafe is void. The ali-

enation of fome rights, in themfelves alienable,

may be allo void, if the bargain is of that nature,

that np equivalent can be received. Thus, if a

man furrender all his alienable rights, withou:/re-

ferving a controul over the fupreme power, or a
right to refume in certain cafes, the lurrender is
void, for he becomes a flave ;4¥nd a flave can re=|
ceive no equivalent. Common equity 19:5&3
alide this bargains " 0

W zn men form themfclves into fociety, and eret,
body politic or State, they are to be confilered
a6 one moral whole, which is in poffeffion of the
fupreme power of the State. . This fupreme pow-

mpafed of the powers of each individual
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as:&:. :vou earth.
SBlem orientem in occidente.

ol

dea, as a matter fub lite.

"It bas taken its equal

... erica is become a new primary |

the fyftem of the world, which
, ‘takes its own courfe, in its own
Pmuft have effect on the orbit of every \
lanet, and (hift the common center

'of the whole fyftem of the Euro-

I POWER which has taken its equal
wwith other powers, and muft be fo
“The politicians of the Govern-
' Europe may reafon or negociate

Eom Governments may fight
4 a new Power coming into

t; fuch negociations, and fuch
no confequence either to' the
_ It would be juft as wife,
hual, if they were to go to war
ih foot negociations to fettle,
future the fovereignty of
ong. The moon hath
n_unB all, and they

[ 51

may all in ﬂrmmmn\_m:\mlmﬁ@n of her refleGted

light. |The independence of America is J

fixed as fate; fhe i8 miftrefs of her own

fortune ;-=-knows that fhe is fo, and will

actuate that power which fhe feels fhe hath,
\ fo as to eftablith her own {yftem, and to
/Ewnns of Europe.
- I will not Tofe time, in an ufelefs wafte
of words, by attempting to prove the ex-
iftence of this fa&. The rapid progrefs of
cvents at this crifis will not wait for fuch
trifling. ‘The only thing which can be
ufeful to the world is, to examine what the
precife change of fyftem is; what will be
the general confequence of fuch change;
and with what fpirit, and by what condu&
the advancing ftate of things fhould be
met.

If the Powers of Europe will view the
ftate of things as they do really exift, and
will treat them as being what they are,
the lives of thoufands may be fpared ; the
r»E&unﬁu of millions may be fecured ; and,
the peace of the whole world preferved.
If they will not, they will be plunged into
a fea of troubles, a fea of blood, fathom-

lefs
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wifhes. fWith heart-felt fatisfa&ion, I fee
the revolution in favour of univerfal liberty
which has taken place in dwmerica ;—a revo-
lution which opens a new profpect in hu-
man aftairs, and begins a new @rain the hif-
tory of mankind ; arevolution by which
Britons themfelves will ‘be the greateft
gainers, if wife enough to improve properly
the check that has been given to the defpo-
tifm of their minifters, and to catch the
flame of virtuous liberty which has faved
their American brethren.

The late war, in its commencement and
progrefs, did great good by difleminating
juft fentiments of the rights of mankind, and
the nature of legitimate government ; by ex-
citing a {picit of refiftance to tyranny, which
has emancipated one Eurgpean country,
and-is likely to emancipate others; and by
occafioning the eftablithment in America of
forms of government more equitable and
more liberal than any that the world has
yet known. ‘But, in its fermination, the
war has done ftill greater good by preferv-
ing the new governments from that de-
ftru€tion in which they muft have been in-
volved, had Britain conquered ; by provid-

anmw.._

] I

bed continent pofiefled of .,
gvantages, a place of refuge w
Az:. | .m: nE.H.%, _.c.m:.:w of the !
¥ laying the foundation there H
Which may be the feat of li-
. ,i.zcn. and from whence
thefe facred bleflings
Become univerfal and /
i8h Kings and priefts thall - /
Wer to opprefs, and that /
BBy which has hitherto de- J
terminated there-
land of Proyidence
¢ the general
Woid crying out,

tradition and revela-
it that a more improv-
i human affairs will take
mmation of all things,
plierto  been  gradually
it and knowledge have
cground, and human life gz
jpared with what it owce was,
1 e that a youth approaching
gompared with an infant.

e
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DBlue tidge of mountains ; 8 between the Blue ridge and Al-
_cmwﬁznv. i and 8 wellward of the Alleghaney.

The ftate, by another divifion, is formed into ﬁml?n_ﬂ..
a,:.n:w.om which are commenlurate with the counties: but
r::n:wﬁm 4 county comprehends more than one parifhy
and fometimes g parith more than onc county. This divi
fion .rr:— ..ﬂww::_: to the qﬂzmmnﬁ of the :;Xu, H Parfon of the
Anglican church, with a fixed falary, having been hereto
b _nmum_:?n& in each parith. The care of the poor was|
another ohjedl of the parochial divifion.

We huve no townfhips,
feCled with na p

eur doors,

. Our country being much inter
navigable waters, and trade brought generaily t

inftead of our being obliged to go in queft of ity
Em probably been one of the caufes why we have no towns}
of any confequence, .

Williamfburgh, which, til} the yes
umwo_ J.E,«. :..n feat of our government, never contained abeve
1000 1nhabitants ; and Noifolk, the moft populous town
we ever had, contained but ooo. Our towns, but more
properly our villages or hamlets, are as follows. .
On  Fames river and its waters, Norlolk, Port{mouth,
m.m%.mxo:. Suffolk, Smithfield, Williamfburgh, Peterfburghy
?nrﬂ.ozm the feat of our government, Manchefler, Char
_c"ﬁ?_:w. New London, :
On York river and 15 waters, York, Newcallle, Ha
over, :
¥

On Rappahannor, Urbanna, Portroyal, Fredericklburgh
H.)mr:o:_r. .

On  Patowmar and its
Alexandria, Wincheller,
Qa Olido, Louifville,
,:E.o are other places at -which, like fome of the forg

-ﬂ“h.:\—q

o the laws have faid there fhall be towns; but Nulw
has faid there fhai] not,

meration.

waters, Dumnfries, Colchefler
Staunton.

and they remain unworthy of efl
probably be the emporium for &
: fapeak bay and its waters ; and 2 ca
pog b :.m.zma m.._._w bring to it all that of Albemarle fou
“I5. - oecondary to this place, are the towng

; hx,unﬁnuh. will
the trade of the Che
of8 or 10m

T —— T §

the hezd of the tide waters, to wit, Peterfburgh on Appa-
mattox, Richmond on James river, Newteafile on York MT
ser, Alexandria on Patowmac, and Baltimore on :E. Pa-
taplco.  From thele the diftribution ﬁ.m:_ be to ?wo:::ﬁ.n
liuations in the country.  Accidental Q:.:H:mnn.nm r:,,.i
ever may controul the indications of nature, m..:_m in no :M
ftinces do they do it more m..n"w_,:ﬂ:uﬁ than 1 the 1ife an

all of towns.

N A —

1L

~ QUERY

4 THE conftitution of the flate, and its feveral charters ?
™ Queen Elizabeth by her letters-patent, .vn.:.m:_.“. m._:w
March 25, 1584, licenfed Sir Walter %mﬂnﬁ:.f {earch
fur remote heathen lands, not inhabited by C ;_:m.ﬁ.: Feo-
ple, and granted to him, in fee "_a::ln. all Em foil qe.:..ﬁ.:_m
200 leagues of the places where his people fhould, within

vears, make their dwellings or abidings ; referving 2‘,;,«.
to herfelf and her fucceflors, their allegiance and ,cnn.*:.ﬁr
part of all the gold and filver ore :x.,w :E_w& cr..:mz. Auw:.
\Walter immediately fent out two {haps which imﬁz Wo-
cocon ifland 1n Nosth Carolina, and the next u.nuﬂ,.m.?ﬁ&?
ed foven with 107 men, who ferdded in M.ﬂo_puorn :?..u.,_. a-
Bout latitude 95° 5o, Here Okifko, king ,oﬁ the \Veopo-
meiocs, in a tull council of his _:..c.m;ﬁ is faud to ”,_..:.a n.nﬂ.
r._:ﬁiﬁ_mn; himfelf the homager of ﬁ.rn Queen of F:MEE s
and, after her, of Sir Walter Raleigh. A 5%2._.“ of 5o
men were fent in 1586, and 150 in G.mw. 4...<:: thefe
ldt, Sir Walter fent a governor, ;ﬁmop.ﬁrnm w:z_ p..#_:..r.n
atliftants, gave them a charter of incorporation, and infts ,
el them to fettle on Chefapeak bay.  They lamded how-
ever at Hatorafk. In 1588, when a fleet was ready to fail
with a new fupply of colonilts w:.m :nnoF.:.E,n.. they were
detained by the Queen to aflifl againfl the Emm:.umr >:=u.mf._,
L §ir Walter having now expended go,o00 L in thele ”.“5_ -
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.. Theife articles were figned & fealed by the Commiffion-
ers of the Councill of flate for the Commonwealth of Eng=

3

. _m:.m the twelveth day of March 1651.
q?..;.: follow the articles {lipulated by the governor m:n_.,._
council, which relate merely to their own perfons and |
property, and then the enluing inftrument : ¢
“ An aét of indempnitie made att the furrender of the .
countrey.
* Whereas by the authoritie of the parliament of England
wee :F. commiffioners appointed by the councill of flate
“ m_::c_.hm,.i. :.5:..5 having brought a fleete & force before .
. ,?Emm cittie in Virginia to reduce that collonie under the
, muv_.mpwﬂ__“_wmam the commonwealth of England, & findeing,
S n : ¥y Ew .O.oa.ogo:_] & countrey to make oppo-
. 0 agamnit the faid flcet whereby aflured danger ap-
 pearinge of the ruine & deftrution of the H.;m:::m_c:. for
“'prevention whereof the Burgefles of all the feverall plan- 3
. M:%.:.m being called to advife & aflift therein, uppon long
* & feripus debate, and in fad contemplation of the great
. E_P.u.h.na & certaine deftru€tion which were foe neerely |
. hovering over the whole countrey ; Wee the faid Comifs |
, mo”M_.wn__.:ﬁmﬂ.rocmm: fitt & condefcended and granted to
, bmw:;w?. Mo.w irme ,,:13.9:. ruw&P feales, & by our oath, |
"l earinge date with theile prefents, and do ?:r&
declare that by the authoritie of the parliament and com~
, monwealth .cmm:mr.:.._ derived unto us theire comiffioners, |
. that according to the articles in generall wee have ma_:mm._
an mm.ﬁ of indempnitie and oblivion to all the inhabitants
. Mm‘::v. coloney from all words, attions, or writings that,
. ave vmnj ._.ﬂ.orn: afted or writt againft the parliament or
; ncBEo..E..S.:r of England or any other perfon from the
. wam::.::_ﬂ ot the world to this daye,  And this wee have
, _.“:mf.c M.A_HM“HH_WH the inhabitants of the collonie may live ain?....._
e e cly under the ncn:qo:iaw_ﬁr of England. And
,Mmﬂ omt_ﬂ::_? that the parliament and commionwealth of
. OW m:mh. m&‘nonm:ﬂm & make good all ».__om.. tranfaflions |
tttnes our hands & feales this 12th of March §

L] - h
16511

%

¢

6

ﬁ

H Hr_w .ﬂ

* 1651. Richard Bennett—Seale. \Wm, Claiborne—Scale.
¢ Edm. Curtis—Seale.’
The colony fuppofed, that, by this folemn convention,
entered into with arms in their hands, they had fecured the
ancient limits * of their country, its free trade 4, its exemp-
tion from taxation } but by their own affembly, and exclu-
fion of military force § from among them. Yet in every of
thefe ‘points was this convention violated by fubfequent
kings and parliaments, and other infraftions of their con-
fhitution, equally &uzmmﬂc:m. committed.  Thejr general
afembly, which was compoled of the council of flate and
burgefles, {itting together and deciding by plurality of voices,
was {plit into two houfes, by which the council oblained a
feparate negative on their laws. Appeals from their fu-
preme court, which had been fixed by law in their general
alfembly, were arbitrarily revoked to England, to be there
heard before the king and council. Infiead of four hun-
dred miles on the fea coaft, they were reduced, in the fpace
of thirty years, to about one hundred miles. Their trade
with foreigners was totally fupprefled, and when carried to
Great-Britain, was there loaded with impofts.
\lnn__ﬂudw however, to glean up the Teveral inflances of inju«
vy, as feattered through American and Britifh hiftory, and
the more elpecially as, by paffing on to the acceffion of the
prefent king, we fhall find fpecimens of them all, aggrava-
ted, multiplizd and crouded withir a fmall compafs of time,
fo as to evince a fixed defign of confidering our rights na’
tural, conventional and chartered as mere nullitics. The
following is an epitome of the firft fifteen years of his reign.
The colonies were taxed internally and exsternally ; their
effential interefts facrificed to individuals in Great-Britain ;
their legillatures fufpended; charters annulled; trials by
juries taken away; their perfons fubjetted to tranf{portation
acrofs the Atlantic, and to trial before foreign judicatories;
their fupplications for. redrefls thonght beneath anfwer;

themfelves publifhed as cowards in the councils of their mo-
ther

* At 4. + At 7. § AR B & At b,
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ther country and courls of Europe: armed troops fent
among them to enforce ibmiffion te thefe violences ; and
attual hoflilitics commenced agamft them. No alternative
was prefented but refiftance, or nnconditional fubmillion.
Between thele could be no hefitation.  They clofed in the
appeal to arms.  They declared themlelves independent
States.  They confederated together into one great repubs,
lic: thus fecuring to every flate the benefit of an union of
their whole force.  In each flate feparately a new form of
government was cftablifhed[™ OT Giirs particularly
owing are the onrmes—'he executive powers are lodged
in the hands of a governor, chofen annu lly, and incapa-
ble of afling more than three years in feven. He is aflifl-
ed by a council of eight members. ‘The judiciary powers
are divided among feveral courts, as will be hereafier ex-
plained.  Legiflation is excrciled by two houfes of aflem-
bly, the one called the houfe of Delegates, compofed of
two members from each county, chofen annually by the
citizens poffefling an cltate for life in 100 acres of uninha-
bited land, or 24 acres with a houfe on it, or in a houfe or
lot in fome town : the other called the Senate, confifting
of 24 members, chofen quadrennially by the fame eleélors,
who for this purpofe are difisibvted into 24 diftrifts,  The
concurrence of both hounles is neceflary to the paliage of a
law.  They have the appoiniment of the governor and
council, the judges of the fuperior courts, auditors, attor-
ney-general, treafurer, regilter of the land oflice, and dele-
gaies to tongrefs.  As the dilmemberment of the fRate had
never had its confimmation, but, ou the contrary, had al-
ways been the fubjefi of proteflation and complaint, that it
might never be in our own power to raife {eruples on that
fubjet, or to difturb the harmony of our new confederacy,
: the grants to Maryland, Pepnfylvania, and the two Caro-
linas, were ratified.

This conftitution was formed when we were new and
nnexperienced in the fcience of government. It was the
firl too which sas formed in the whole United States.

No
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N wonder then that time and tial have difcovered very
tapital defetts in it

1. The mujority of the men i the _\_.“:m_ who wmm. and
Bpit for its fupport, are unreprefented in .:E Fw.mm::.n_
the roll of frecholders entitled to vote, not including gene-
v the half of thofe on the roll of the militia, or of the
ratherers. .
2. Among thofe who fhare the «.u:,ﬁ?lzr:_.o:. _.r,m fhiares
i very unequal.  Thus the county of W ;Z.z.n_.,.u ..<_.:_ only
0o m_,&._:nm men, has an equal reprefentation with the
v of Loudon, which has 1746. So that every man
I \Warwick has as much influence in the governmentas 17

win Loudon.  But left it fhould be thought that an ernual
nierfperfion of fmall among larze ...c,:._;.w?f ::.o:m.r the
Jiole flate, may prevent any danger of mmjury to particular
yaits of it, we will divide it into diftriéts, and fhew the pro-
wortions of land, of fighting men, and of reprelentation in

n.r-

Square Fighting Dele- | Sena-

Miles. Mea. gates, tors.

tween the fea-coaft and falls Q\M 11,105 19,012 71 12
L the rivers - ==

ptween the falls of the rivers ﬁam 18,759 18,828 ! 46 g

Blue ridge and the Al- m ~ ftigtt 2,673 44 a2

I .

ihe Alleghaney and Ohio 1794650 58 15 ]

Total - - 121,525 405071 | 149 24

n infpeftion of this table will fupply the place of com-
ics on it. It will appear at ouce that 19,000 wmen,
ne helow the falls of the vivers, poflels halt the fenate,

want four members ouly of pofieiling a majority of the
b of delegates 3 a want more than {upplied by the vi-
dtv of their Giuation to the feat of sovernment, and of

gic the greater degree of convenicnce and punéluality
i which their members may and will attend in the legil-
lature.

[ thefe, ¢42 are on the Taftern (hore. o )
0f thefe, 22,616 are calbward of the merilian of the meuth of the Great

oy,
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R-Square, Offober 4, 1786,

in Europe, of great abili-
and learning, Mr. Turgot,
s and Dr. Pnu.- have turned
Qﬂt confticutions of government
@ Seages of America, and have writ-
B their criticifms and advice,
i characters, and
ons. They had
, and ample in-
EMare of man, the neceflities of
Eicsence of government.
e p u-‘tim- of all of them,
things, fome {entiments,
ﬁl bcchcu!t to reconcile to
ce, the conftitution of human na-
2 the uniform teftimony of the greateft
peilators, and philofophers of all en-
poas, ancient and modern
e 1S [etter to D, Price, con-
g Be is not {actished with che c0-1!h~
pch have .uthc":u been formed for
@t fares of America.,” He oblerves,
Pmoft of them the cuftoms of England
azed, without any particular motive.
g of collecing all authority into one cen-
' Baz of the mzion, they have eftablifhed
= B2 “ different
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b o= Preliminary Obfervations.
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- rent bodics, a body of reprefentatives, 2
“ ; 1 a covernor, becaufe there is in
L34 T

¢, a2 houfe of
cavour to ba-
as 1f this equili-
y be a neceffary
ence of royalty,

{ l licks founded
upon the L\l--,al t\. of all the citizens, and as if

¢ eitablifl different orders of men \\.u not a

[11

(11

(33

€L

L LI

I uly l.i\JI‘jli

There has bcen, T'rl.-m

volution in America, a p 'zi.'t\_,' In every
have entertained lentiments imilar to thed
. Turgot I'wo or three of them have eftablithed
governments upon his principle : and, by ad-
vices from Bolten, certain cun':“‘:“' s of ceune
ties have been lu:H and other conventions pro-

}0‘.:;: !"' the MaT

ichuferts, \&Ith 'm: c};pmn pur-

5 ule-

1S P'mﬂu le that the publication of Mr.
Turgot’s opinion has contributed to éxcite fuch

difcontents among the people, it becomes necef-
fary to examine it, and, if il: can be thown to be
an ctror, whatever veneration the Americans very
jultly entertain for his n‘cmmy, 1t is to be hoped
they will not be mifled by his authority,
H-—"“h*—-h._.___ o =
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T is fuppofed that a colloction of the
papers which have made their appear-
Wmee in the Gazettes of this City, under

o, be without effect in affifting the public
" gt on. the mementous  queftion of the

Y United Srates, now
Wration of the people of
_ lefire to throw full light |

o _..._wn\?.z.w a fubject has led, in a
e 4

fATm

Wre unavoidably, to a more capisus
quge at_firft intended. Anc
g mot being yet completed, it

r

divide the collelion
o yoof which the enfuing
0o conflitute the firft.  The jecond

~ e

elitor

\particular circumftances under which

S

rs bave been wwritten, have rena

praciicable to avoid <violations of
¢ 3 Hy ethed
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method and repetitions of ide
latter defect  has ¢

induleed. ; ;
indulged, in order the ber

eilar argumenis

the community.

New.Yorxk, March 17, 1788,
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as which can
not but difpleafe a critical reader, be
.r.ml ven been intentionally
A er to imprefs par-
AN .:,?.m@ were myft material
9 the general Jeope of the reafoning. Refpelt

m. Jor public opinion, not aa.ﬁ.m..‘..,ﬁ Jor ..n, lite
I.mu ¥ary character of the Peryormanice, diflates
S 2his remark.  The great wifb is, that it
(g nay promote the caufe of truth, and lead
/ Yo @ right judgment of the true inferefts of.
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; 'ff-’.-“'z  Debates in the Convention.

tlons, in.their moft important confequences, as rglatcd* to,

the tribunal-of Géd, henee I infer, that God'alone is the
God of the cenftiénce, and confequently, attempts t6 eret

humiaa-sribunals for the canicienees’ of men, are impious
encroachmerits upon thé prerogatives of God. Upon thefe

rinciples had there beerk 2 religious telt, 45 a qualification,

or e it o g il Leen e e

ith to theinftrument.: 113 “ 0™

GenHusrn. M Difiduatrhfict ilotigand paintel

inveftigation of-the: FedetdF ©ontjtiition, by paragraphs,.
this Hon. Convention are drawi éﬁlg‘% _tg:r lﬁtimafz

queftion.” A’ queftion as mommentous, ‘48 éver inviféd the

attention of man. We ire foon to decide oft 4 fyftcm: of-
government, digefted, not for the people of the Commons
wealth of Maflachufetts only——not for the prefent people’
of the United States only ;=but in addition to thefe, for’
- all thofe States which ma{'her'eﬁftér;ﬁfc into exiftence

within the jurifdi€tion of the United Sto*2s—and for mils

- lions of people yet unborn. A fyftem of government not

for a nation of {laves, but for a people as free, and as virtus
ous as any on earth. Not for a conquered nation fubdued
to our witl, but for a people, who have fought, who have
bled, and who kave conquered ; who under the fmiles of
Heaven, have eftablifiied their independence and fovereign. .
ty, and hiave taken equal rank among the nations of the
carth. In fhort, fir, it is a fyfters of government for our- .

{elves, and for our children, for all that is near and dear to

us inlife, and on the decifion of the queftion is fufpended-
our political profperity or infelicity, perhaps our exiftence as
a'ration. . What can be more folemn ? 'What can be more
inugtefting ¢ Every #hing depends on our union. 1 know
~ that fome have fuppofed that although the union ff.ould be
broken, particular States may retain their importance, but
this cannot be ; the ﬁronge[{ nerved State, even the right

arm if feparated from the body muft wither : If the great

union be broken, our country, as a nation, perithes, aind if
our country fo periihes, it will be as impoflible to fave a

particular State, as to preferve one of the fingers of a mor-

tiied h,and.

By
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: fiances (which with fomne gentlemen pafs  for - aghan the agitation of a troubled and frothy {ur-
S ngthing) give in reality 1o cvery political prin- Sfhes, 1 mult be tolerably fure, before I venture
B giple its diftin ruifhing colour, and diferiminating publicly to congratulate men upon a blefling,
effet. _~ The circummilancrs——re—wmm .._.Wnnm Wt they have really received one,  Flattery

__ every civil and political fecheme beneficial or : e both the receiver and the giver; and

| ..I\/ ; noxious  to  mankind. _P_.;uc.u@ﬁ:v. W,T_wm—n.:._m.» ._._.mo_._ % ot of mare fervice to the .m.a.OTHn
_ govermoent, as well as liberty, is good; yet i to kings. | thould mrnﬂ?é m:?n:a my
i could I, in common fenfe, ten years ago, have atulations on. the new liberty of France,
i m felicitated ¥rance on her enjoyment of a go- ot I was informed how it had been combined
l -ld vernment (for fhe then had a_government) with- _ TPT— with ?_G:m force ; with the
L O out enquury what the nature of that govern- pleipline and bbedicnce of awmies 5 with the col-
| &> ment was, or how it was adminiftered? Can Bftion of an «ficet ve and well-difti ibuted reve-
i I now congratulate the fame nation upon irs free- 4 hue ; with morality and religion; with the folidity
f dom? Is it becaufe liberty in the abftraét may r property ; with peace and order; with civil and
il be claffed amongft the bleflings of mankind, ‘fbcial manncrs.  All thefe (in their way) are good
_ that I am ferioufly to felicitate a madman, _,.“..._‘_ma too ; and, without them, iiberty is not a be-
| who has efcaped from the proteting reftraint | pefic whilll ic lafts, and is not likely to cantinue
2 and wholefome darknefs of his cell, on his refto- ) ] The effeét of liberty to individuals s, that
E || ration to the enjoyment of light and liberty 2 hey may do what they pleafe : We ought to fee
¥ Am I to congratulate an highwayman and mur- _ SWhat it wiil pleafe them to do, before we rifque
i derer, who has broke prifon, upon the recovery ‘gongratulations, which may be foon turned into
.. of his natural rights ? This would be to a& over : % complaints.  Prudence would dictate this in the
. again the fcene of the criminals condemned to | cafe of {eparate infulated private men; but i-
_ the gallies, and their heroic deliverer, the meta- . . berty, when men act in bodis, s power. Confi-
/I\Wr.«érﬁ of the Sorrowful Countenance. & derate people before they drclare  themielves
- When I'Tee the fpirit of liberty 1n attion, 1 = b wiil obferve the ufe which is nade of power;
fee a flrong principle at work; and this, for a © and particularly of fo tryirg a thing as uew
while, is all I can poflibly know of it. "The wild © power in zew peilons, Of WLULC princip s, tem-
gas, the fixed air is plainly broke loofe : bur we 4 pers, and difpofitions, they have ule o no ex-
ought to fufpend our judgment until the firft ef- perience, and in fitvations where thole who
fervelcence i a litde fubfided, till the liquor appear the moft ftuing i tie lcene may pofitbly
is cleared, and unul we fee H.anHEsm deeper . not be the rcal movers.
. 6 than | All
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Whether the forms and maxims of Governments which are ftill in
pra@ice, were adapted to the condition of the woild at the peried
they were eftablithed, is notin this cafe the queftion. The older
they are, the lefs correfpondence can they have with the prefent ftate
of things. Time, and change of circumftances and opiions, have
the fame progreflive effeé in rendering modes of Government obfo-
lete. as they have upon cuftoms and manners. Agriculture, coms
merce, anufaélures, and the tranquil arts, by which the profperity
of Nations is beft promoted, require a difterent {yftem of Govern-
ment, and a different fpecies of knowledge to direét its operaticns,
to what might have been the former condition of the world.

Asitis ot difficult to perceive, from the enlightened ftate of man-
kind, that hereditary Governments are verging to their decline, and
that Revolutions on the broad bafis of national fovereignty, and Go-
vernment by reprefentation, are making their way in Europe, it would

be an a& of wifdom to anticipate their approach, and produce Revos
lutions by realon and accommodation, rather than commit them to
the iffue of convulfions.

From what we now fee, nothing of reform in the political world
ought to be held improbable. Itis an age of Revolutons in which
every thing may be looked for. The intrigue of Courts, by which
the fyftem of wa: is kept up, may provoke a confederation of Na-
tions to abolifh it: and a Europcan Congiefs, to patronize the pro-
grels of free Government, and promote the civilization of Nations
with each other, is an event nearer in probability, than once were the
revolutions and alliance of France and America.

LT e T .
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Paine, Thomas. m AGE OF REASON. Being an investigation of true and fabulous
theology. By Thomas Paine. Citizem and cultivator of the United States of
America ... Paris, printed for Barrois, senior, Bookseller ... Second year of
the French Republic, one and indivigible (1794). 77pp. A fine copy bound in
recent quarter morocco, marbled boards. o $2500 00

First edition (in English). Supposedly published in French- in the apring of
1 1793; however, no copy is known with that date (this according to a note in the
1 NUC). There was an edition in French published simultaneously with the present
version in English. The dedication, "To my fellow citizens of the United States
of America," is dated "Luxembourg, ... Jan. 27, 0.8., 1794." Paine's attack on
organized religion has remained perhaps the greatest single icon of free-
thought in the modern world. In its time, boldly associating itself with the
upheavals of the French Revolution, it created a profound disturbance in both
England and America. "The greatest deist work of any age was Thomas Paine's The
Age of Reason. Although Paine was an Englishman and this work was first
published in France, both the man and the tract came to have a special place in
. American history. ... The Age of Reason created a huge controversy in the
United States because many Americans were unwilling to accept Paine's assertion
' that a revolution in government ought to be accompanied by one in religion.
Paine was falsely accused of atheism, an epithet that would later be used
against his political ally, Jefferson ..." -- Liberty of Conscience and the
Growth of Religious Diversity in Early BAmerica ... by Carla Pestana.
Providence, R.I., 1986, item 79 (catalogue of an exhibition held at the John
Carter Brown Library). In England, publication of the work led to the libel
prosecution of Thomas Williams in 1797 (defended by Thomas Erskine) and later
to the prosecution of Richard Carlile and his wife Jane Carlile. ESTC locates 8
copies in America, but this is rare on the market and it is not Thoms Palne
" Collection at Thetford. A fine copy of a seminal work. o '

IR




(2)

fyftems of religion, and compulfive articles of faith, has
not only precipitated my intention, but rendered a work
of this kind exceedingly neceflary ; lefl, in the general
wreck of fuperftition, of falfe fyftems of governmient, and
falfe theology, we lofe fight of morality, of humanity,
and of the theo! that is true.

As feveral of my colleagues, and others of my fellow
citizens of France, have given me the example of making
their voluntary and individual profeffion of faith, I alfo
will make mine; and I do'this with all that fincerity and
franknefs with which the mind of man communicates

with itfelf.

I believe in one God, and no more; an | | hope for
happinefs beyond this life.

I believe the equality of man, and I believe that religious
duties confift in doing juftice, loving mercy, and endea-
vouring to make our fellow creatures happy-

But left it fhould be fuppofed that I believe many other
things in addition to thefe, 1 fhall, in the progrefs of this
work, declare the things I do not believe, and my reafons
for not believing them,

1 do not believe in the creed profeffed by the Jewifh
church, by the Roman church, by the Greek church,
by the Turkifh church, by the Proteftant church, nor
by any church that I know of. My own mind is my own
church.

All national inftitutions of churches, whether Jewifh,
Chritian, or Turkifh, appear to me no other than human
inventions fet up to terrify and enflave mankind, and mo-

mopolize power and profit.

(3) |
"1 do not mean by this declaration to condemn thofe who
believe otherwife. They have the fame right to their be-
‘of as 1 have to mine. But it is neceffary to the happinefs
of mian, that he be mentally faithful to himfelf. Infidelity
does ot confift in believing, or'in difbelieving : it confifts
in profeffing to believe what he does not believe.

It is impoflible to calculate the moval mifchief, if T may
fo exprefs it, that mental lying has produced in focicty.
When a man has fo far corrupted and proftituted the
chaftity of his mind, as to {ubfcribe his profeifional belief
to things he does not believe, he has prepared himfelf for
the commiffion of every other crime. He takes up the
trade of a’prieft for the fake of gain, and in order to gua-
Iify himfelf for that trade, he begins witha parjury. Can
we conceive any thing more deftruétive to morality than

this ?

Soon after I had publifhed the pamphlet, commoy-
seNsg, in America, 1 faw the exceeding probability that
a Revolution in the Syftem of Government, would be fol-
Jowed by a revolution in the fyftem of religion. The
adulterous conneétion of church and ftate, wherever it
had taken place, whether Jewifh, Chriftian, or Turkifh,
had fo effectually prohibited, by pains and penalties,
every difcuffion upon eftablifhed creeds, and upon firft
principles of religion, that until the fyftem of government
fhould be changed, thofe fubje@s could not be brought
fairly and openly before the world: but that whenever
this theuld be done, a revolution in the fyftem of religion
would follow. Human inventions and prieft-craft would
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be dctected ; and man would return to the pure, unmixed,
and unadulterated belief of one God, and no more.

Every national church or religion has eftablifhed itfelf
by pretending fome fpecial miffion from God communi-
cated to certain individuals. The Jews have their Mofes;
the Chriftians their Jefus Chrift, their apoftles and faints;
and the Turks their Mahomet; as if the way to Gotl was
not open to every man alike,

Each of thole churches fhow certain books which they
call revelation, or the word of God. The Jews fay that
their word of God was given by God to Mofes face to
face; the Chriftians fay, that their word of God came by
divine infpiration ; and the Turks fay, that their word of
God (the Koran) was brought by an angel from heaven.
¥ach of thofe churches accufes the other of unbelief ; and,
.or my own part, I difbelieve them all.

As it is necellary to affix right ideas to words, I will,
before T praceed further into the fubject, offer fome ob-
fervations on the word rewelation.  Revelation, when ap-
plied to religion, means fomething communicated imme-
diately from God to man.

No one will deny or difpyite the power of the Almighty
to make fuch a communication if he pleafes. But ad-
mitting, for the fake of a cafe, that fomething has been
revealed to a certain perfon, and nat revealed to any other
perfon, it is revelation to that perfon only. When he tells
it to a fecond perfon, a fecondtoathird, a third to a fourth,
and fo on, it ceafes to be a revelation to all thofe perfons.
It is revelation to the firft perfon only, and bearfay to

every
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gvery other; and confequently, they are not obliged to

believe it.

It is a contradiftion in terms and ideas to call any thing

a revelation that comes to us at fecond hand, either ver-
bally or in writing. Revelation is neceffarily limited to the
firft communication.  After this, it is only an account of
fomething which that perfon fays was a revelation made to
him ; and though he may find himfelf obliged to believe
ity it cannot be incumbent upon me to believe it in the
fame manner, for it was not a revelation made to me, and
1 have only his word for it that it was made to bim.
When Mofes told the children of Ifrael that he received
the two tables of the commandments from the hand of
God, they were not obliged to believe him, becaufe they
had no other authority for it than his telling them fo; and
I have no other authority for it than fome hiftorian telling
me fo. The commandments carry no internal evidence
of divinity with them. They contain fome good moral
precepts, fuch as any man qualified to' be a law-giver or a
legiflator could produce himfelf, without having recourfe
to fupernatural intervention. *
When I am told that the Koran was written in heaven,
and brought to Mahomet by an angel, the account comes
to

* This is, however, neceffary to except the declaration
which fays, that God wifits the fins of the d\w&nd npan
vhe thildren, It is contrary to every principle of moral
Juftice,
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vi, INTRODUCTION.
what fophiftical, becaufe while he admits ::M.
right of controverfy, he referves the right ©
callin the controverfy abu fe:and :Ew.: _mwdqﬁ.n
like, undoes by one s._m.a what #.F. fays in ﬁ_rn
other: I will, however, 1n this r..:a.ﬂ keep
within the limits he prefcribes ; ro. c..:: find
here ncthing about the Chriftian _.nr.m_cz ; .rﬂ
will find o:_w a ffatemment of a *..né cafes, whic
shew the nec-flity of examining the F.vorm.
handed to us from the Jews,in order to difcover
if we have not heen impofcd upon ; Smnnﬁmn
-vith fome obfervations on the manner inwhich
the trial of Williams has been noz&:mﬁnn«. . If
Mr. Erfkine denies the right of Eﬁ.ma_nm.:m
thofe books, he had better ?.o.*nww himfelf at
once an advocate for the eftablishment of an

Inquifition, and the re-eftablishment of the
Star-chamber.

THOMAS PAINE,

A LETTER

R L ETTER, &

"
-
L3 "
A

he tyrannies that affli&@ mankind, tyranny in religion is
Every other fpecies of tyranny is limited to the world
| but this attempts a {iride beyond the grave, and lecks
» F.S eternity. It is there, and not here, it is to God,

i, it is to a heavenly, and not to an earthly tribunal,
count for our belief; if then we believe falfely
ly of the Creator, dnd that belief is foreed upon us,
in operate, by human laws, and human tribunals,
" criminality of that belief to fall; on thofe ‘who

\ thofe on whom it is impofed ?

ir of the name of Williams has been profecuted in
Whirge of blafphemy, for publifhing @ book intitled
: Blafphemy is a word ot vaft'found, but of equi-
'of indefinite figmification ; unlefs we confineit to

riginal meaning. As a word, it exifted before
ed, being a Greek word, or Greek anglofied, as
ygical di€tionaries will fhew.
how variousand contradi€tory has been the fignification
4ol this equivocal word : Socrates, who lived more fhan
rs beforethe Chriftian ®ra, was convitted ofblaf-
ing againft the belief of a plurality of g ds; and
belief of onte god; ‘and was condemned to faffér
1, Jefus Chrift was convitted o: bla/phemy under
Jaw, and was cructfied.  Calling Mahomet an ympofter
lalphemy in Turkey ; and denying the :_?Ev:,ﬁ«. of
Church would be blafphemny at Rome, What
erflood by this word blafphemy ? We fee that in
pates, truth was condemned- as blafphemy. Are we
i is not blafphemy in the prefent day? Wee, how-
pfe who make it fo, whoever they may be.

j to 'be the word of God, and the difbelief of this
fmy.  But if the Bible be not the word of Ged,
.. i y k ’

of hurting or injaring the reputation of any one, -

ded the Bible has been voted by men, and decre-d /




