                                                                                      Paris, Dec. 22, 1836





My dear brother:





I wish you to call on McKinney & McIlvain and say to them it is indispensably necessary that the pictures should arrive in London on or before the 20th of March - otherwise another year will be lost as the months of April, May and June are the fashionable months in London.  If neither McKinney nor McIlvaine should be able to come out with the pictures by that first London Packet which shall sail after the receipt of this letter, then it is mywish and desire that you shall take the pictures and box them up well and ship them to me in London to the care of Petty Vaughn, Esq., No. 70 Fenchurch St., London, and advise me of the same.  So that I may go ov er to London for the purpose of exhibiting them there,  there must be no delay for Mr. Campbell of the house of Campbell & Burns --------------------- the purchase of the copyright of the book for England ----------------- last night that he has authorized his partner in Philadelphia to endeavor to make an arrangement with McKinney and McIlvaine for the exhibition at the Gallery in London and if he did not succeed with them to make an arrangement qwith Catlin for his collection of 200 Indians and to send them out by the February packet for exhibition.  So I hope they will see the necessity of sending ours out to me witout the delay of a single day - or of them making an arrangement with Mr. Campbell through his partner in Philadelphia by allowing him a certain portion of their profits for his superintending the exhibition and for his paying for their portion of duties and expenses.  





As for my own portion of duties and expenses, I will pay myself and assist in the exhibition.  Should they prefer sending me alone the pictures, they must pay you for me fifty pounds which will be their portion for the payment of the duties and preliminary expenses [send the frames and a few catalogs, also]





Though I must confess it would be muc h better for them to allow Mr. Campbell an equal share of their profits if he will undertake to assist me in the exhibition and his paying all their portion iof duties, shipping expenses, etc. which I believe he is willing to do and says that his partner may make such an arrangement for him.





If they refuse all the above terms then offer them all my interest in the gallery for what it cost me with interest and if they decline this then demand the pictures and ship them as above dire4cted immediately.  I am not content that McKinney shall keep them there any longer for I have as good a right to have them in my possession as he has.  If he can't raise the money to come out with it, it is no reason that they shall be kept back at our loss.  Mr. C. told me that he saw McK. in Boston and he has told Mr. C. that they were doing wonders there - that they were paying $20 a day more than their expenses.  I hope that Mr. McIlvain will see the necessity and the interest it will be to to him to ac t with me or you instantly in this affair for if Catlin's gallery should be send to Mr. C it will destroy us forever.





Do not let Mr. Henry coax you out of this.  I shall look for the arrival of the pictures for a certainty by the packet of the 10th or 20th of Feb. to London and shall make the necessary arrangements for their exhibition in the meantime.  I shall account to them monthly their portion of their profits.  Be sure to send me a letter of cfredit if not already done.  As I cannot do without it, particularly if I go to England and have duties to pay.  I think we may safely expect $10,000 in England for exhibiting, provided they are shipped {?}instantly.





You will see that Mr. Campbell agrees in his letter to pay 1/2 theduties and 1/2 of all the other expenses for -------[?]the profits, that is to say the half of their 3/4 - he is not to have any portion of my 1/4 because I am to pay my own proportion to assist in the exhibition.  It will be best to ship them to me in my name and to my order to Mr. Vaughn in London.  Whether they come to terms with Mr. Campbell & Burns or not.  Remember, not a single day must be lost or Catlin's collection will forestall us in London and then McKinney will have ruined all by his unaccountable delay.





I have already selected a place for their exhibition.  Do not forget my letter of credit - nor do not let a single Packet after you receive this without the pictures and take care to let Catlin & Burns know that ours are sent - for it is probable that McKinney and McIlvaine will prefer sending them to me at once than to paying so large so large a proportion of their profits to Campbell.  They certainly are able to hand you for me fifty or sixty pounds for the duties.  I think I can do quite well for them.


