                                                                         December 22, 1836





My dear brother:





Last evening I was introduced to Mr. Campbell of the firm of Campbell & Burns, booksellers of Philadelphia.  Mr. C. is the person who has purchased the copyright for England of McKinney's and Halls Indian book for $25,000 to be paid  for with his notes for $1,250 each at 4 months to be given as each number is delivered to him in Philadelphia.  He is here with the first two numbers [which he shewed me - they are splendid] for the purpose of selling the copyright for France or to secure it for the Proprietors.





McKinneyhas acted toward me in this affair not only ungentlemanly but very unfairly, and not altogether honestly which I wish you to let him know.  He must well remember his many promises to have the first number ready for me to bring out with me to England.  Failing in this, his next promise was that I might expect to receive it by the next Packet.  Soon, Packet after Packet arrived and no work came and now after 5 years of hundreds of broken promises, what does he do - why he sells to another the copyright without consulting or receiving my authority so to do which I consider altogether as illegal inasmuch as he had assigned to me the one half of the work in 183l.  Consequently, I am the bonafide owner of the one half and he had no authority to make that sale without  my approbation.  This is a thing which I wish you to attend to immediately.  See Mr. Biddle, the publisher, at once and demand of him forthwith the one half [or the 1/4 I think I only hold at present in consequence of having assigned to Judge Hall 1/4] of the moneys paid and to be paid by Mr. C. for the English copyright.





I take it for granted that he has already paid $2,500 as he has already received the first two numbers.  I am told that McKinney is no owner in the affair having sold 1/2 to Key & Biddle.  If this is so, he certainly has no interest left in it as the other half belongs to Judge Hall and myself.  At all events, until I shall be paid in full calculating the interest on my capital of $3,500 from Sept. 5, 1831, every six months and adding it to the principal will amount to $4,844 and some cents on the 15th of March, 1837.





NcKinney must not be allowed to receive one cent in any shape until every farthing be paid me.  I am told by Mr. C. that S. L. Bradford holds a share in the work.  How can this be possible if Key and Biddle hold one half and Judge Hall and myself hold the other half.  I presume Key and Biddle will not be willing to pay anything until they shall cov er their outlays for the work in America, but as for the moneys arising from the sale made to Mr. C., Judge Hall and myself are entitled to receive one half each of the $1,250 payments so soon as they are made  which I request and enforce you to demand immediately.  I shall also give notice to Mr. C. today not to pay McKinney or any other person or persons more than 3\4 of the 1250 payments unless it be to myself or you as my agent and I wish you to give the same notice to his partner as well as to Mr. Biddle.  I wish you to send me a copy of the instrument between McKinney and myself by the first Packet.





I have written you very often for a letter of credit which you never send though I hope e'er this reaches you I shall receive one.  I must have one cost what it may and if the pictures come it will be doubly necessary for me to have one.  Therefore, delay no longer to send me one if not already sent.





Give my love to Mother and all the family.  Yours truly, J. Y. Clark.


