The Princeton Workshops in the History of Science 2003-2004


Science Across Cultures:

Historical and Philosophical Perspectives

Helen Tilley and Daniel Garber
There was a time when history of science and philosophy of science were natural allies. The philosophy of science was more historically oriented then, and the history of science was more centrally concerned with the texts and issues connected with the great European scientists who were the concern of philosophers of science as well. Both fields have changed considerably in the last twenty-five years. The philosophy of science has become more focused on particular technical problems in the special sciences, while the history of science has increasingly concentrated on cross cultural work and on understanding the place of the sciences (including medicine and technology) in the relations among peoples of the world. To explore new ways in which the history of science can articulate with philosophical inquiry, Princeton’s History of Science program has organized three one-day workshops to examine the theoretical implications of recent research considering science across cultures.
Friday, February 13, 2004







211 Dickinson Hall

8:45 a.m.
Coffee and Pastries (210 Dickinson)
9:00 a.m.         “How Derivative was Humboldt? Microcosmic Nature Narratives in Early Modern Mestizo Spanish America and the (Other) Origins of Humboldt’s Ecological Sensibilities”

Jorge Canizares-Esguerra, SUNY-Buffalo; Commentary: Daniela Bleichmar
10:20 a.m.
Coffee Break

10:40 a.m.
  “Finding and Forgetting the Way: Navigation and Knowledge in Samoa & Polynesia”



   Damon Salesa, University of Michigan- Ann Arbor; Commentary: Alison Wylie
12:00 p.m.
Lunch 
1:30 p.m
“Science and African Culture”
Barry Hallen, Morehouse College, Atlanta and Kwasi Wiredu, University of S. Florida, Tampa {joint paper}; Commentary: Julie Livingston
2:50 p.m.
Coffee Break

3:10 p.m.
“Agnotology and Exotic Abortifacients: The Cultural Production of Ignorance in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World”


Londa Schiebinger, Pennsylvania State University; Commentary: John Dupre
4:30 p.m.
Coffee Break

4:45 p.m.
Reflections and Final Discussion; General Commentary: Anthony Appiah, Princeton University
Reception
6:30 p.m.
 Dinner for all participants, 

    
(Please register for dinner with Tina Erdos- terdos@princeton.edu)
Papers are available for download at www.princeton.edu/~hos.  Please contact Tina Erdos at terdos@princeton.edu or 609-258-6705 if you need assistance.

Papers will also be available in G-13, 136, and 208 Dickinson Hall.


