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SYLLABUS

“All tools serve to modify something. Thus the hammer modifies the position of the nail, the saw the shape of the board, and so on.”—And what is modified by the rule, the glue-pot, the nails?—“Our knowledge of thing's length, the temperature of the glue, and the solidity  of the box.”—Would anything be gained by this assimilation of expressions?
—Wittgenstein, Philosophical Investigations, §14

Each week’s session (1-12) will be divided into two roughly equal half-sessions (part a and part b) with a 10-minute break between (10:20-10:30). Each half-session will be devoted to a single paper or small group of closely related papers. Each will subdivided into roughly 40 minutes exposition and 40 minutes critical discussion. The first and last sessions will be partial exceptions to this organizational scheme. 


The readings for discussion will alternate between chapters of my book draft Modality & Mentality (M&M) and selected key papers on the mind-body problem, mainly from the present century. [The syllabus below also lists in brackets background readings not on the agenda for discussion, but available as a resource for context and orientation, or for further exploration, to be consulted as appropriate. These supplementary readings will sometimes be classic papers from the last century, but more often will, like a couple of the main readings, be from the on-line Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (SEP). The SEP features rather dense surveys of a topic-area, not every subtopic of which need be directly relevant to the mind-body problem, and in consulting an entry it will sometimes be appropriate to skim over or postpone certain sections.]


All readings are at the time of this writing available on line on the Princeton network. They can generally be located by Googling on the search terms "Author' Name" "Paper Title". In a separate document on the same webpage as the present syllabus I will list the relevant URLs. E‑mail me (jburgess@princeton.edu) if you find any of the links is broken, or you have trouble locating any given item. 


For pre-generals graduate students seeking to earn a unit in connection with the seminar there will be two options: (i) writing a unit paper (20± pp) in the ordinary way, or (ii) providing the exposition and chairing the discussion at one half-session, combined with writing a shorter paper (10± pp) summarizing the lessons we have learned and the unresolved residual questions we are left with. The advisability of getting practice early on such oral presentations is stressed by our placement officers.


For undergraduates enrolled in the course for grade, the requirements are to write two shorter papers (each 10± pp), one on a topic from the first half of the term, due the second day after fall break, the other on a topic from the second half of the term, due the last day of reading period (“dean’s date”); students should inform me (JB) in advance as to what topics they plan to write on. The usual undergraduate rules apply.
19 SEPTEMBER

DUALISM

1a.
Introduction
[Howard Robinson

SEP “Dualism”]

JB, M&M


Chapter 1 Descartes & Dualism

1b.
Views to Be Given Short Shrift
William Lycan 

"Giving Dualism Its Due"

26 SEPTEMBER

FUNCTIONALISM, I

2a.
Ludovician or “Analytic” Functionalism
[Janet Levin 


SEP "Functionalism"]

Wolfgang Schwarz

"Analytic Functionalism"


Christopher Cross
2b.
Critique Thereof
JB, M&M


Chapter 2 Physicalism: Neuralism vs Functionalism

03 OCTOBER

FUNCTIONALISM, II

3a.
Putnamian or “Machine” Functionalism & Kripkean Critique Thereof
[Hilary Putnam

“The Nature of Mental States”]

JB



"Kripke on Functionalism"

3b.
Yet Another Functionalism
David Chalmers 

“Fading Qualia, Dancing Qualia”

Josh O’Rourke
10 OCTOBER

GUEST SPEAKER

Friederike Moltmann

“Natural Language Ontology”

17 OCTOBER


MENTAL CAUSATION

4a.
Epiphenomenalism
William Robinson

SEP “Epiphenomenalism”

JB, M&M


Chapter 3 Mental Causation

4b.
Mental-Causation Objections to Other Non-Neuralist Views
Robb & Heil


SEP “Mental Causation”


Alejandro Naranjo Sandoval
24 OCTOBER


KRIPKE’S MODAL ARGUMENT, I

5a.
Background to the Argument
[Brian McLaughlin

SEP “Supervenience”]
JB, M&M


Chapter 4 Conceivability vs Possibility

5b.
What the Argument Is & Isn’t
David Papineau 

"Kripke's Proof



Snow Zhang
Fall Break
07 NOVEMBER


KRIPKE’S MODAL ARGUMENT, II

6a.
The Role of the Theory of Reference in the Argument
[Anand Vaidya

SEP “Epistemology of Modality”]

JB, M&M


Chapter 5 Names vs Descriptions & Minds vs Bodies

6b.
The Contrasting Un-Kripkean Two-Dimensionalist Argument
David Chalmers 

“Consciousness and Its Place in Nature”
Snow Zhang
14 NOVEMBER

WHAT IS PHYSICALISM?

7a.
What is Physicalism? 
[Daniel Stoljar


SEP “Physicalism”]

JB, M&M


Chapter 6 The Bounds of Physicalistic Science

7b.
Mysterianism
Colin McGinn 

“Can We Solve the Mind-Body Progblem?
Kekoa Morris
Stevan Harnad 

“Explaining the Mind: Problems, Problems” 
21 NOVEMBER

MARIOLOGY & JACKSON’S TERGIVERSATIONS

8a.
The Classic
[Ludlow-Stoljar-Nagasawa:
There's Something About Mary, Introduction]

Frank Jackson

 
“Epiphenomenal Qualia” + “What Mary Didn't Know”

8b.
The Retraction
Frank Jackson


“Postscript on Qualia” + [unless postponed to week 11] “Mind & Illusion” 

William Robinson

“Jackson’s Apostasy”



Younggeon Kim
Thanksgiving Break
28 NOVEMBER

THE EXPLANATORY GAP & PHENOMENAL CONCEPTS, I
9a.
The Gap
Joseph Levin 


“Materialism and Qualia: The Explanatory Gap”

[Martine Nida-Rümelin  
SEP "Qualia: The Knowledge Argument"]
Alex Byrne 


NDPR review of There’s Something About Mary
9b.
The Phenomenal Concepts Strategy
[Katalin Balog 

"Phenomenal Concepts"]
David Chalmers 

"PCs and the Knowledge Argument"

Chris Register
05 DECEMBER



10a.
The Gap

THE EXPLANATORY GAP & PHENOMENAL CONCEPTS, II
David Chalmers

“PCs and the Explanatory Gap”

Zane Friedkin
10b.
Minimizing its Importance

Block & Stalnaker 

“Conceptual Analysis, Dualism and the Explanatory Gap”

Neil Campbell 

“Why We Should Lower Our Expectations”

12 DECEMBER

REPRESENTATIONALISM

11a.
Jackson’s Final(?) View

[William Lycan

SEP “Representational Theories of Consciousness”]

Frank Jackson


“The Knowledge Argument, Diaphanousness, Representationalism”

11b.
Now for Something Completely Different
Brian Key


“Why Fish Do Not Feel Pain”







[& selected responses ad lib]
