LGSA Board Meeting

Wednesday, January 28, 2009

MEETING AGENDA & NOTES
I. Review of Fall Term Events

A. Social Hours are a success; we have a larger active body this year.

B. Voz Latina Conference was a success; Ivan O. is planning a meeting for next year’s organizers with Dean Weaver in the coming two weeks.

C. Dia de los Muertos Altar was a great project; it was our first political message as a group

D. Broadway Trip to see In the Heights was enjoyed by the members; it was a great cultural event for the year. 

E. Dinners for Ten (A. Vazquez, English & and E. Telles, Sociology) were both successes.

F. Winter Formal – we had a much higher LGSA participation than last year; members expressed issues with music.

G. Our members participated in grad admissions panels.  

II. Budget as of 1/28/2009

A. We spent approximately $4,500 in Fall 2008.

B. We have approximately $7500 for Spring 2009.

III. General Body Meeting
A. Ivan is ready to have a general body meeting ONLY IF there is an agenda for one.  He asked board to think about reasons for having another right now; nobody could.  Will be postponed until there is a need for it. Email Ivan if you foresee a need for one. 

IV. Dinners for Ten ($1,200 allocated for this event)

A. Please let me know if you have suggestions for faculty.  

B. Ivan O. suggests Ruben Gallo.

C. Ivan O. will send out an email the first or second week of class to solicit speakers for the dinner series.

V. Cultural Events/Trips 

A. Ivan asked if anyone has heard about good opportunities that are local that we can sponsor by way of a cultural event.  

B. Cristina suggests attending a performance at the Spanish Repertoire Theater.  Here is their website: http://www.repertorio.org/
C. Please get back to me with suggestions.  Ivan will email group to solicit ideas. 

D. Cristina M. suggests hosting another movie screening with food.  

VI. LGSA T-Shirts ($500 allocated for this project)

A. The consensus was that we wanted to have t-shirts available again.  

B. The consensus was that we are fine with the design, but are generally open to changes.

C. Ivan O. expressed interest in changing the colors to black t-shirt with orange lettering.

D. Ivan O. would like to have them available sooner than last year in order to distribute them at one of our Social Hours.  

E. We will revisit this issue in a future Board Meeting.

VII. Social Hours ($1200 allocated for Spring 2008; $200 per event; 6 events scheduled)

A. Will go on as planned. 

B. First event is this Thursday; Cristina M. will lead that off. 

VIII. Professional Development Fund ($2000 allocated for the year)

A. This hasn’t been touched yet.  We will be getting word out this year.  

B. Ivan O. will send out a call for proposals for this fund.  

C. It should be used for graduate students attending conferences or traveling to archives or any other activity that relates to the professional aspect of preparing one’s resume for the purposes of the job market.  

D. Ivan O. suggests that we only use $1000 or $1,500 at this point, to save for Latino Graduation. We can revisit this when we get proposals.

E. Timeline on this is crucial.  I will send out an email in the next two weeks.

IX. LGSA-Sponsored Party (This was never allocated for)

A. Ivan O. is proposing that LGSA sponsor a party for LGSA members.

B. It would be held at D-Bar on a weekend night; we would contract a DJ to play music of our choosing (we would solicit requests for a playlist); we would give out either wrist bands or drink tickets and sponsor alcohol. 

C. Cristina M. suggests reggaeton/hip hop/rock in espanol for music. 

D. Ivan O. would like to host this party in April.

E. Cinco de Mayo, it is agreed, is too Mexi-centric and problematic as a day for the event.

F. Ivan O. doesn’t think it would cost more than $500.

G. What does everyone think?

X. LGSA Board Retreat ($600 allocated for this event)

A. Last year it was held at a local community center at no cost to us.  

B. Cristina M. suggests the Museo del Barrio for the next venue. She will look into this. She also suggests “Blair’s Town” for team building activities.  She will also look into this.  

C. Ivan O. suggests possibly holding the retreat on campus/close by and then going to NYC for a nice LGSA Board Dinner.  

D. This will be returned to at the next board meeting.

XI. Latino Graduation (Amount allocated TBD)

A. The two options we are faced with are hosting a joint graduation ceremony with the undergrads OR putting one together ourselves.  

B. The benefit of planning an event with the undergraduates is the benefit of a larger group, more funds, better speakers. 

C. Board agrees that our priority is to work with the undergrads.  Ivan O. will email Latino Undergraduate leaders to find out what they are doing and whether we can join in.  

D. Ivan O. will send out an email to ask who is getting their degree and whether they want to participate in May.  

Action Items that need immediate attention:

· Dinner for Ten Line-Up (Ivan O.)

· Professional Development Fund E-mail  (Ivan O.)

· Planning Latino Graduation (Everyone; Cristina and Ivan O.)

· Researching for possible Cultural Events (Everyone!)

Proposed Allocation for Remainder of Budget (subject to discussion/debate)
$1,200

Social Hours (6)

$1,200

Dinner for Ten (2)

$1,000

Professional Development Fund

$500

LGSA T-Shirts

$1,500

Latino Graduation

$500

LGSA-Sponsored Party

$1,000

LGSA Board Retreat

$600

Cultural Event/Trip

$7,500 

Remaining Budget

