
APPENDIX B: THE CENSUS BUREAU’S
URBANIZED AREA DEFINITION

The major objective of the Census
Bureau in delineating urbanized areas is to
provide abetter separation of urban and rural
population and housing in the vicinity of
large cities. An urbanized area consists of a
central city or cities and surrounding closely
settled territory or “urban fringe.”

There are 366 urbanized areas delineated
in the United States for the 1980 census.
There are seven urbanized areas delineated in
Puerto Rico.

The  fo l lowing  c r i t e r i a  a re  used  in
determining the eligibility and definition of
the 1980 urbanized areas.1

An urbanized area comprises an in-
corporated place2 and adjacent densely settled
surrounding area that together have a mini-
mum population of 50,000. 3 The densely
settled surrounding area consist of:

1. Contiguous incorporated places or
census-designated places having:

■ a population of 2,500 or more; or
■ a population of fewer than 2,500 but

having either a population density of
1,000 persons per square mile, closely
settled area containing a minimum of
50 percent of the population, or a
cluster of at least 100 housing units.

2. Contiguous unincorporated area which
is connected by road and has a popula-

] All  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  p o p u l a t i o n  c o u n t s  a n d  d e n s i t i e s
relate to data from the 1980 census.

z I n  H a w a i i , i n c o r p o r a t e d  p l a c e s  d o  n o t  e x i s t  i n
t h e  s e n s e  o f  f u n c t i o n i n g  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t a l  u n i t s .
I n s t e a d ,  c e n s u s - d e s i g n a t e d  p l a c e s  a r e  u s e d  i n
d e f i n i n g  a  c e n t r a l  c i t y  a n d  f o r  a p p l y i n g  u r b a n i z e d
a r e a  c r i t e r i a .

3 The rural  p o r t i o n s  o f  e x t e n d e d  c i t i e s ,  a s  d e f i n e d
i n  t h e  C e n s u s  B u r e a u t s  e x t e n d e d  c i t y  c r i t e r i a ,  a r e
excluded f rom the urbanized area. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  f o r
an urbanized area to  be recognized,  i t  must  include
a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a t  l e a s t  2 5 , 0 0 0  t h a t  d o e s  n o t
reside on a mi l i tary base.

3.

4.

tion density of at least 1,000 persons
per square mile.4

Other contiguous unincorporated area
with a density of less than 1,000 per-
sons per square mile, provided that it:

■

■

■

eliminates an enclave of less than 5
square miles which is surrounded by
built-up area;
closes an indentation in the boundary
of the densely settled area that is no
more than 1 mile across the open end
and encompasses no more than 5
square miles; and
links an outlying area of qualifying
density, provided that the outlying
area is:

--connected by road to, and is not
more than 1½ miles from, the main
body of the urbanized area; and

--separated from the main body of
the urbanized area by water or
other undevelopable area, is con-
nected by road to the main body
of the urbanized area, and is not
more than 5 miles from the main
body of the urbanized area.

Large concentrations of nonresidential
urban area (e.g., industrial parks, office
areas, and major airports), which have
at least one-quarter of their boundary
contiguous to an urbanized area.

d Any area of extensive nonresidential urban land
me, (e.g., ra i l road yards,  a i rports ,  factor ies,
parks, golf courses, and cemeter ies)  is  excluded in
comput ing the populat ion densi ty .

Note: The Census Bureau is reviewing the
urbanized area rules and will publish
them with some revisions by 1990.

SOURCE: Excerpt from 1980 Census of
Population Vol. 1, Characteristics
of the Population, Appendix A.
Area Classifications.
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