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Foreword

This report is one of two that the Office of Technology Assessment completed
in an assessment of the issues in grain quality for Congress. The first, Enhancing
the Quality of U.S. Grain in International Trade, focuses on the U.S. grain system
and possible changes within that system to enhance grain quality. To consider this
issue fully, it is important to understand the grain systems of major competitors,
a subject covered in this report.

The purpose of documenting these systems is twofold:

. to improve our understanding of the grain system of other countries as it
relates to quality, and
. to consider adopting some aspects of others’ systems.

The importance of the observed differences among countries lies in the influence
that differing strategies have on incentives and the quality of the final product.
Comparing the major technologies, institutions, and policies provided the back-
ground for a comparison and analysis of the quality of grain delivered to the inter-
national market,

Little published information is generally available about the grain systems of
other countries—especially with regard to factors affecting quality. Canada is a
major exception. To provide the documentation needed to analyze these systems,
OTA sent study teams to Argentina, Brazil, France, and Australia-which along
with Canada are the major grain exporters competing with the United States. The
teams arrived in each country during the harvest in order to see the systems at
work. Information was gathered in numerous interviews with producers, handlers,
processors, exporters, grain inspectors, plant breeders, researchers, and govern-
ment officials. The detailed reports written by members of the study teams form
the basis of the chapters in this volume.

OTA greatly appreciated the assistance of the U.S. embassy in each country
visited, The agricultural attachés were most helpful in suggesting specific individ-
uals and organizations to interview, in developing an itinerary, and in providing
background information for each team. OTA also wishes to thank all the people
who agreed to spend time with each study team and provide information on their
country’s grain system. The teams were warmly received in each country and the
people were gracious hosts.

Finally, OTA is grateful for the time and dedication of each team member. Many
hours and days went into preparing for each country visit, and the 2 weeks spent
in each country involved very long days. OTA is indebted to these individuals for
the work they did to bring this report to fruition.
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