
Appendix E:

I

Detailed Results of
the OTA Clinical
Scenario Surveys

T he main features of the results of the Of-
fice of Technology Assessment (OTA)
clinical scenario surveys 1 are highlight-
ed in chapter 3. This appendix contains:

● for each clinical option in each “case” sce-
nario, weighted frequencies and percent-
ages of responses using six different defini-
tions of defensive medicine (tables E–1
through E–8); and

■ a comparison of attitude scale scores be-
tween respondents who cited malpractice
concerns as the primary reason for choos-
ing procedures and those who did not (table
E-9).

The following additional results are presented
in a technical appendix available from OTA upon
request:

■ unweighed frequencies and percentages of
respondents who single-checked or double–

‘ These results were  ctm]piled  in collatxwati{m  with Dr. Russell Lt~’ali{J  of Pennsylvania State University.
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Of clinical actions chosen, percent done for malpractice concerns

Most restrictive definition Least restrictive definition
Scenario b/ % of respondents who
clinical action chose the clinical action Definition 1 Definition 2 Definition 3 Definition 4 Definition 5 Definition 6
Syncope(N=346)
Admit
Exercise ECG
Stress thallium
2 D/M mode
Doppler
Color flow doppler
Transesophageal echo
Hotter monitor
Tilt table
Carotid doppler
EEG
Brain MRI

Chest pain (N=162)
Discharge home w/NSAID
Admit and observe
Admit/obtain enzymes
Admit and obtain ECG
Exercise ECG
Stress thallium
2 D/M mode
Doppler
Color flow doppler
Transesophageal echo
Angioqram

10 8%
7 1
2 3
11
2 2
3 2
0 0
3 3
0 0

1 3 7
14.9
2 0 3

12 5%
8 0
2 3
11
2 2
3 2
0 0
4 2
0 6

162
163
2 8 9

57 2%
2 7 8
3 1 0
2 4 9
2 1 6
1 9 2
2 9 9
2 7 2

9 4
39.8
4 8 9
53.0

13.0
5 5 6
62.3
6 2 4
4 7 7
3 0 7
391
3 4 6
24.1

0 0 ”
1000

a Results are weighted to reflect the total population of professional society members on which the survey sample was based (see append!x D for detads)
b Results shown for ‘“case” versions of scenarios only (see appendix D for explanation)

KEY 2 D/M = 2 dimensional/time-motion mode, ECG = electrocardiogram, EEG = electroencephalogram, NSAID = nonsteroldalantl-mf lammatory drug

NOTE Starting with defmltlon 1, the data are cumulatwe.
● Defmlhon 1 Malpractice Concerns double checked with no checks for any other reason
● Defmltlon 2 defmltlon 1 phxs Malpractice Concerns double-checked no checks for Medical Indlcatlons, but single checks for other reasons allowed
s Defmltion 3 defmltlon 2 phx Malpractice Concerns double-checked, a single check for Medical Indlcatlons, and single checks for other reasons allowed
● Defmltlon 4 deflnltlon 3 phs Malpractice Concerns single-checked, no checks for Medical Indlcatlons, but single or double checks for other reasons allowed
■ Defmltion 5 defmmon 4 phs Malpractice Concerns single-checked, Medical I ndlcahons single-checked, and single or double checks allowed for other reasons
= Defmltlon 6 defmmon 5 phs Malpractice Concerns single-checked, Medical Indlcahons double-checked, and single checks for other reasons allowed

SOURCE Office of Technology Assessment, 1994 Data compiled m collaborahon with Dr Russell Locaho of Pennsylvania State Uruversify



NOTE Starting with Dehmtlon 1, the data are cumulatwe
● Deflnltlon 1 Malpractice Concerns double-checked with no checks for any other reason
■ Deflmtlon 2 deflndlon 1 PM Malpractice Concerns double-checked, no checks for Medical Indlcahons, but single checks for other reasons allowed
■ Defln!tlon 3 defmmon 2 phx Malpractice Concerns double-checked, a single check for Medical Indlcatlons, and single checks for other reasons allowed
● Deflnltlon 4 defmltlon 3 PIUS Malprachce Concerns single-checked, no checks for Medical Indlcatlons, but single or double checks for other reasons allowed
■ Defmltion 5 defmltlon 4PM Malpractice Concerns single-checked Medical Indlcahons single-checked and single or double checks allowed for other reasons
■ Deflnltion 6 definition 5 PIUS Malpractice Concerns single-checked, Medical Indlcatlons double-checked and single checks for other reasons allowed

SOURCE Off Ice of Technology Assessment, 1994 Data compiled m collaboration with Dr Russell Locaho of Pennsylvama State Unlvers!ty o



SOURCE Office of Technology Assessment, 1994 Data compiled  m collaborahon wth  Dr Russell Locallo of Pennsylvania State Unwerslty
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Of clinical actions chosen, percent done for malpractice concerns

Most restrictive definition Least restrictive definition
Scenario b/ 0/0 of respondents who
clinical action chose the clinical action Definition 1 Definition 2 Definition 3 Definition 4 Definition 5 Definition 6

Back pain (N=252)
Lumbosacral x-ray 2 4 4 1.2 2 4 139 1 6 9 204 503
CT 3,4 0 0 0 0 2 9 8 36.2 36.2 51 1
MRI 12,6 5 7 5 7 16.0 16.0 3 3 7 5 2 0
Other 9 3 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
a Results are weighted to reflect the total population of professional society members on which the survey sample was based (see appendix D for details)
b Results shown for “case” versions of scenarios only (see appendix D for explanation)

KEY CT = computed tomography, MRI = magnetic resonance image

NOTE Starting with Defmihon 1, the data are cumulatwe
●  gef:n:t:~n ; ~v~a~p:a~;ice C~~~erfi~ d~ubie-~f-lecked WI[h  rIO ch=-ks for any olner reason

~ Definition 2 deflrmtlon  1 PIUS Malprachce Concerns double-checked, no checks for Medical Indications, but single checks for other reasons allowed
■ Defirutlon 3 defmltton 2 phs Malpractice Concerns double-checked, a single check for Medtcal Indications, and single checks for other reasons allowed
= Defmihon 4 deflnltlon  3 phs Malpractice Concerns single-checked, no checks for Medical Indlcatlons, but single or double checks for other reasons allowed
■ Definition 5 definition 4 phs Malpractice Concerns smgie-checked,  Mechcal Indlcatlons single-checked, and single or double checks allowed for other reasons
● Definihon 6 defmtton  5p/us Malpractice Concerns single-checked, Medical Indlcahons double-checked, and single checks for other reasons allowed

SOURCE. Off Ice of Technology Assessment, 1994 Data compkd m collaboration wth  Dr Russell Locaho of Pennsylvania State Unwerslfy
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a Results are weighted to reflect the total population of professional society members on which the survey sample was based (see appendix D for details)
b Results shown for  “case”  verslms of scenarios only (see appendix D for explanation)

KEY D & C = dllatlon  and curettage

NOTE Starting with Defrutlon 1, the data are cumulatwe
9 Defmmon 1 Malpractice Concerns double-checked with no checks for any other reason
● Defmltlon 2 defmthon 1 PIUS Malpractice Concerns double-checked, no checks for Medical Indlcatlons, but single checks for other reasons allowed
■ Defmltlon 3 defmltlon 2 plus Malpractice Concerns double-checked, a single check for Medical Indlcahons, and single checks for other reasons allowed
● Defmmon 4 defmlhon 3 phx Malpractice Concerns single-checked, no checks for Medical Indlcatlons, but single or double checks for other reasons allowed
● Defmltlon 5 defmtlon  4 ph.fs Malpractice Concerns single-checked, Medical Indicahons single-checked, and single or double checks allowed for other reasons
■ Deflnmon 6 defmlhon 5 ph Malpractice Concerns single-checked, Medical Indlcahons double-checked, and single checks for other reasons allowed

SOURCE Office of Technology Assessment, 1994 Data compiled m collaborahon with Dr Russell Locallo of Pennsylvama State Unwersl!y
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Attitude scale/scenario

Malpractice concern
(5 items, range 5-25)
ACC syncope (N-339)
ACS breast pain (N-1 377)
ACS head trauma (N-492)
ACOG breast lump (N-1 192)

Cost consciousness
(6 items, range 6-30):

ACC syncope (N-340)
ACS breast pain (N -1 369)
ACS head trauma (N - 488)
ACOG breast lump (N-1 185)

Discomfort with
clinical uncertainty
(3 items, range 3-15)
ACC syncope (N-330)
ACS breast pain (N - 1,368)
ACS head trauma (N-486)

Mean attitude scale scores

Respondents citing
malpractice concerns as

primary reason for choosing All other 950/o confidence
“one or-more clinical actionsa respondents Difference

15.55
1442
1774
1403

1841
1874
2191
1842

7 9 4
7 7 0
955

1890 -049
1886 -012
2 2 6 3 -072
1846 -004

* Statlstlcally  slgnlflcanl  at the p ~ 05 level
a Excludes respondents who dld  not complete the attitude questionnaire
b Because the ACOG survey Included only one Item on discomfort with cllnlcal  uncertainty ratner lharl  three (see appendix D),
ACOG  attitude scale scores for discomfort with cllnlcal  uncertainty are not Included  In the comparlsorl

KEY ACC = American College of Cardlologsts ACOG = American College of Obstetrlclans and Gync~coloq Ists ACS American
College of Surgeons

SOURCE Off Ice of Technology Assessment 1994 Data analyzed In collaboration with Dr Russell Local Io of Pennsylvania State
Unwerslty


