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oreword

elecommunications Technology and Native Americans: Opportuni-
ties and Challenges examines the potential of telecommunications
to improve the socioeconomic conditions of Native Americans—
American Indians, Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiians—living

in rural, remote areas, and to help them maintain their cultures and exercise
control over their lives and destinies.

The report discusses the opportunities for Native Americans to use tele-
communications (including computer networking, videoconferencing,
multimedia, digital and wireless technologies, and the like) in the realms of
culture, education, health care, economic development, and governance. It
also explores the challenges and barriers to realizing these opportunities,
notably the need to improve the technology infrastructure (and access to it),
technical training, leadership, strategic partnerships, and telecommunica-
tions planning on Indian reservations and in Alaska Native villages and Na-
tive Hawaiian communities.

Prepared at the request of the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, this is
the first federal government report on Native American telecommunica-
tions. It provides a framework for technology planning and policy actions
by Congress and relevant federal agencies, as well as by Native leaders and
governments. Native Americans were involved throughout the study. OTA
made site visits to six states and consulted with Native leaders and technolo-
gy experts in about two dozen other states. Computer networking was used
extensively for research and outreach, and OTA developed the Native
American Resource Page for this study, a World Wide Web home page ac-
cessible via OTA Online (http://www.ota.gov/nativea.html).

OTA appreciates the assistance of the project advisory panelists, a ma-
jority of whom are Native American, and federal agency workshop partici-
pants, as well as the many Native government, federal and state govern-
ment, library, educational, business, and other groups and individuals who
participated in the study. OTA values their perspectives and comments; the
report is, however, solely the responsibility of OTA.

ROGER C. HERDMAN
Director



v

dvisory Panel

David Iha, Chairperson
Provost
Kauai Community College
Lihue, Kauai, HI

Haunani Apoliona
President
Alu Like
Honolulu, HI

George Baldwin
Professor
California State University at

Monterey Bay
Seaside, CA

Manley Begay
Executive Director
American Indian Economic

Development Project
John F. Kennedy

School of Government
Harvard University
Cambridge, MA

Ann Bishop
Assistant Professor
Graduate School of Library and

Information Science
University of Illinois at

Urbana-Champaign
Champaign, IL

Connie Buffalo
President
Electronic Pathways
Vice President
Mind Extension Institute
Jones Interactive
Inglewood, CO

Steve Cisler
Senior Scientist
Advanced Technology Group
Apple Computer, Inc.
Cupertino, CA

Nedra Darling
Director
Reel Indian Productions
Santa Fe, NM

Gary Garrison
Telecommunications Project

Manager
American Indian Higher

Education Consortium
Lincoln, NE

Willie Hensley
Commissioner
Economic Development
Alaska Department of Commerce
Juneau, AK

Russell Huffman, Jr.
Public Health Director
Yukon-Kuskokwim Health Corp.
Bethel, AK



vi

Rio Lara Bellon
Telecommunications Network

Project
Extension Indian Reservation

Program
Washington State University and
Confederated Tribes of the

Chehalis
Rochester, WA

Joseph Orozco
Producer
California Indian Radio Project
Indigenous Communications

Association
Hoopa, CA

Randy Ross
Telecommunications Consultant
Rapid City, SD

Joan Timeche
Program Director
Center for American Indian

Economic Development
Co-Executive Director
National Executive Education

Program for Native American
Leadership

Northern Arizona University
Flagstaff, AZ

Charles Trimble
President
Red Willow Institute
Omaha, NE

Dave Warren
Vice President
Media Resources Associates, Inc.
Santa Fe, NM

Madonna Peltier Yawakie
Tribal Nations Market Manager
US West Communications
Minneapolis, MN

Note: OTA appreciates the valuable assistance and thoughtful comments provided by the advisory panelists. The panel does not,
however, necessarily approve, disapprove, or endorse this report. OTA assumes full responsibility for the report and the accuracy of its
contents.



vii

roject Staff

Peter Blair
Assistant Director
OTA Industry, Commerce, and

International Security Division

Andrew Wyckoff
Program Director
OTA Industry, Telecommunications,

and Commerce Program

James W. Curlin
Program Director1

PRINCIPAL STAFF
FRED B. WOOD
Project Director

Stephanie Gajar
Analyst

Karla Breitbach
Research Assistant

Jean E. Smith
Project Editor

CONTRIBUTING STAFF
David Butler
Analyst

Denise Dougherty
Program Director

Ray Williamson
Senior Associate

CONTRACTORS
Karen Funk and
Sandra Ferguson, Esq.
Hobbs, Straus, Dean & Walker
Washington, DC

Pat Spears
Consultant
Aberdeen, SD

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Liz Emanuel
Office Administrator

Karry Fornshill
Secretary

Diane Jackson
Administrative Secretary

Karolyn St. Clair
PC Specialist

PUBLISHING STAFF
Mary Lou Higgs
Manager

Denise Felix
Production Editor

Bonnie Sparks
Electronic Publishing Specialist

Chris Onrubia
Senior Graphic Designer

________________

1Through September 1994.


